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STUFF FOR E ACH WEEK

STUFF FOR THIS SERIES

TEACHING
 X Series Overview
 X Shopping List
 X Hacks for Middle Schoolers
 X Hacks for High Schoolers
 X Hacks for Students with Special Needs
 X SLIDR Presentation Software

PROGRAMMING
 X Room Design
 X Music, Games & Style Guide
 X Graphics & Videos

DISCIPLESHIP
 X Discipleship Guide
 X Devotional for Volunteers
 X Devotionals for Students
 X

COMMUNICATION
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X One-Minute Sermon Scripts
 X One-Minute Sermon Videos
 X Series Promo Cards & Posters
 X Volunteer & Parent Emails
 X Volunteer & Parent Hubs

WEEK 1
 X Game
 X Teaching Guide
 X Discussion Guide
 X Discussion Guide for 

Middle Schoolers
 X Stuff to Print

WEEK 2
 X Game
 X Teaching Guide
 X Discussion Guide
 X Discussion Guide for 

Middle Schoolers
 X Stuff to Print

WEEK 3
 X Game
 X Teaching Guide
 X Discussion Guide
 X Discussion Guide for 

Middle Schoolers
 X Stuff to Print

WEEK 4
 X Game
 X Teaching Guide
 X Discussion Guide
 X Discussion Guide for 

Middle Schoolers
 X Stuff to Print

OVERVIEW

https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_SocialMediaPosts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_1minVideos
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Promo
http://growcurriculum.com/Emails_S6
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/login/
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game1
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game2
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game3
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game4
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SERIES OVERVIEW

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

WEEK 1
This week, we'll see how both Jesus' Sermon on the 
Mount and the prophet Micah challenge us to value 
people the world often overlooks.

  BIG IDEA: Jesus flipped our assumptions about who 
God values.

  BIBLE: Matthew 5:1-12; Micah 6:8; Psalm 139:13-14

WEEK 2
This week, we'll see how both the prophet Isaiah and 
Jesus call us to focus on loving others instead of just 
ourselves.

  BIG IDEA: God flips our definition of righteousness.
  BIBLE: Isaiah 58:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40; 1 

Corinthians 13:1-3

WEEK 3
This week, we'll see how Jesus' Sermon on the Mount 
and the apostle Paul invite us to go above and beyond 
for God and others.

  BIG IDEA: Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s 
good enough.

  BIBLE: Matthew 5:38-48; Ephesians 2:4-7; 
Colossians 3:12-13

WEEK 4
This week, we'll see how both the Old and New 
Testaments reveal God as a God of justice — but justice 
that desires to restore, rather than condemn. 

  BIG IDEA: God flips our definition of justice.
  BIBLE: Psalm 99:1-9; Zechariah 7:9; Romans 5:6-11, 

12:19-21

MEMORY VERSE: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." – Matthew 5:3 (NIV) 
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DISCIPLESHIP ACTIVITY
If you're following along with our scope and sequence, 
our discipleship activity this quarter is Link to disciplship 
activity. an activity to help students know and use their 
gifts. We also made you some posters and graphics for 
this quarter's habit you can print, display, or share online.

MEMORY VERSE
Try challenging students to memorize a verse that  
corresponds with the Big Ideas or themes of this series. 
Here's the verse we chose — and we made graphics you 
can post, print, or show on screen too! 

HOW TO DISCIPLE DURING THIS SERIES

We all know teenagers don't get discipled just by sitting through a message every week. So here's what else we've 
provided to help your students develop more consistent spiritual habits.

THE 4 SPIRITUAL HABITS
We feature one of Grow's 4 Spiritual Habits every month 
with a unique activity or experience. But the 4 Spiritual 
Habits show up year-round! Here are a few of the places 
you can spot them in this series:

  SPEND TIME WITH GOD: This whole series an 
invitation to know and love God better. Students 
will hear Jesus values us (Week 1), loves us without 
condition (Week 2), went above and beyond for us 
(Week 3), and can restore our relationship with God.

  SPEND TIME WITH OTHERS: Every week of this 
series challenges students to care for others in a 
new way, by letting others know they are valuable 
(Week 1), loving others with our actions (Week 2), 
going the second mile for others (Week 3), and 
restoring broken relationships (Week 4).

  USE YOUR GIFTS: In Weeks 2 and 3, students will be 
invited to brainstorm ways to love others in tangible 
ways, using their actions, abilities, and resources.

  SHARE YOUR STORY: While this series isn't 
specifically about evangelism, each weeks students 
will have opportunities to share with each other 
about their current faith journeys and be challenged 
to share the love of Jesus with their actions.

 

DEVOTIONALS
To help students regularly spend 
time with God, every series 
comes with daily readings and 
devotionals through The Bible 
App. You can access them on 
your browser or app right here. 
And don't forget about your 
Volunteer Devotional!

http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_GraphicsVideo
https://stuffyoucanuse.gathercontent.com/shared/LINK
https://stuffyoucanuse.gathercontent.com/shared/LINK
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HOW TO PROGR AM FOR THIS SERIES

Outside of your teaching time, we have a few programming ideas to help this series really come to life — everything 
from how to design your room, to which games to play, to what music to play and sing.

For this room design, you'll be creating the illusion of a 
background that has been flipped upside down. 

First, you’ll need a backdrop. There are tons of ways to 
create a backdrop that you can re-use multiple times each 
year. Check out this post for a list of ideas. For this series, 
we recommend using foam board covered in a printed 
version of the series graphic. Or if you or someone in 
your ministry is craft, try using a projector or stencil to 
paint the title of the series onto the backdrop. 

Next, you'll need a ton of ballons in the same colors as 
the series graphic, ribbon, at least one ballon anchor, and 
a helium tank. 

ROOM DESIGN 
Divide your balloons in half — one pile that will be filled 
with helium and one pile that will be filled with air. When 
the balloons are all filled, create two equally-sized bunches 
of balloons. Tie the helium-filled balloons to the balloon 
anchor and tie the air-filled balloons in a knot. Set the 
helium-filled balloons on one side of your backdrop. Hang 
the air-filled balloons upside down on the other side of 
your backdrop. 

If you're struggling to reach your ceiling to hang the air-
filled balloons, here's a tip! Nail or glue a yard stick to the 
top edge of your backdrop. It should stick out far enough 
on one side that you can tie the balloons to it. And don't 
forget to paint it the color of the walls surrounding it so it 
blends in!

https://stuffyoucanuse.org/6-ways-to-make-a-backdrop-for-your-youth-room/
https://geni.us/Ax4goU
https://geni.us/NOaRs
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We give you editable graphics so you can make 
everything your own! If you’re going to edit our graphics 
or create something brand new . . .

Use this font! Download it here.

JOYRIDEЫSTD

Use this font! Download it here.

JOYRIDEЫSTD

OUTLINE

And use these colors!

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Here are a few on-theme worship songs you may want 
to feature throughout this series . . .

  "Wonders" (ARISE Worship)
  "Miracle in the Works" (Bryan & Katie Torwalt)
  "Fear Is Not Welcome" (Brian Courtney Wilson)
  "The Medicine" (Common Hymnal)
  "God Who Delivers" (Urban Doxology)
  "Rise" (Common Hymnal)
  "We Could Be The Ones" (Ecclesia)
  "Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly" (Pat 

Barrett)
  "See How Good It Is (Psalm 133)" (Wendell 

Kimbrough feat. Sandra McCracken)
  "Illuminate the Shadows" (The Porter's Gate)

And if you want to sing or sample a non-worship song or 
two (maybe as an opener, a closer, a bonus song during 
your program), try some of these . . .

  "The Sound (John M. Perkins' Blues)" (Switchfoot)
  "Love is a Verb" (John Mayer)
  "We All In" (Propaganda ft. Lecrae)
  "Long Time Coming" (Dee-1 ft. Keyiara)
  “Start Right Here” (Casting Crowns & KB)

We’ve added these songs to our Grow Students 
(Volume 6) Spotify playlist for your personal use only, 
according to Spotify’s terms and conditions. For more 
information on how to use copyrighted music in your 
services legally, read this!

MUSIC

If you have a designated time for games before your 
worship and teaching time, we have a few suggestions 
for games you can play! Since this series is all about how 
Jesus flips our ideas and lives upside down, the games 
for this series are all about flipping things too! 

To get the instructions and graphics for each game, click 
the images to the right or visit the Games section of your 
Grow Students dashboard.

  Coin Flipping
  Tower Flip
  Flip The Script
  Flip Tac Toe

GAMES

HEX: #857EE3
CMYK: 54-53-00-00

HEX: #2E5976
CMYK: 100-68-37-16

HEX: #1F84FF
CMYK: 76-44-00-00

https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/type-juice/joyride/
https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/type-juice/joyride/std-outline/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6Olzh14vPGKFfmr0hZjEeL?si=164a9e66a589462f
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6Olzh14vPGKFfmr0hZjEeL?si=164a9e66a589462f
https://www.spotify.com/us/legal/end-user-agreement/
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game1
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game2
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game3
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_Game4
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HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS SERIES

WEEK 1:
 { A variety of bottles of water in different sizes, ranging 

from 8 ounces to one gallon, or even 2.5 gallons
 { An image of an item with surprising value
 { Vinyl record 
 { Record player
 { A large two-sided white board that can be flipped
 { Dry erase markers
 { An old MVP trophy or plaque
 { Vinyl record coasters 
 { White 2" round labels
 { Permanent markers

WEEK 2:
 { A short clip from a video like this one (1:26-1:56) of 

a handstand sprint competition from the CrossFit 
Games

 { Two buzzers
 { Poster board
 { Markers
 { Tables or chairs
 { Sticky notes
 { A permanent marker
 { A two-sided white board that can be flipped
 { The handouts provided in your Week 2 folder
 { Pens 

WEEK 3:
 { Plastic traffic cones
 { Small prizes
 { Large prizes
 { Short clips from ESPN'S TikToks, like this flip at the 

beach, this series of backflips, this old man flipping 
off a swing, this trampoline flip, and this flip on a 
pogo stick

 { A two-sided white board that can be flipped
 { Dry erase markers
 { The handouts provided in your Week 3 folder
 { Pens

WEEK 4:
 { A variety of bottles of water in different sizes,anging 

from 8 ounces to one gallon, or even 2.5 gallons
 { Poster board
 { Markers
 { Tables or chairs
 { Plastic traffic cones
 { Prizes
 { A two-sided white board that can be flipped
 { Dry erase markers
 { The handouts provided in your Week 4 folder
 { Pens

SHOPPING LIST
If you want to try all of our suggestions for this series, here’s what you’ll need to buy, borrow, Google, or dig for in your 
storage closet . . .

https://geni.us/BLx1T
https://geni.us/04vGA0j
https://geni.us/t2tp
https://geni.us/M6mH
https://geni.us/jNUgm
https://geni.us/YiuZC
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/HandstandSprint2020CrossFitGames
https://geni.us/dddi
https://geni.us/xRM88S
https://geni.us/M6mH
https://geni.us/FFjwW
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/MadeTheSandLookLikeATrampoline
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/MadeTheSandLookLikeATrampoline
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/HowManyFlipsWasThat
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/DontPlayWithGrandpa
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/DontPlayWithGrandpa
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/ThisIsINCREDIBLE
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/ElitePogoSkills
https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/ElitePogoSkills
https://geni.us/M6mH
https://geni.us/BLx1T
https://geni.us/04vGA0j
https://geni.us/t2tp
https://geni.us/xRM88S
https://geni.us/FFjwW
https://geni.us/M6mH


ON THE FLIP SIDE | 4 WEEKS ON JUSTICE  8

Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 6) ©2022 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

PREP LIST
WEEK 1:

 { For Flip & Land, fill each bottle about 1/3 of the way 
with water and seal them tightly.

 { For the object lesson The Flip Board, write, draw, or 
use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics & 
Video folder to display this week's Big Idea on one 
side of the board.

 { For the reflection Flipping the Vinyl, place a round 
label on the center of both sides of each coaster so 
both sides of the coasters can be written on.

WEEK 2:
 { For Flip & Read, write one word from your list of 

words on each sheet of poster board.
 { For the object lesson The Flip Board, write, draw, or 

use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics & 
Video folder to display this week's Big Idea on one 
side of the board.

 { For the reflection On the Flip Side, print and cut 
the double-sided handouts provided in your Week 2 
folder.

WEEK 3:
 { For Flip & Count, prepare your prizes and supplies.
 { For the object lesson The Flip Board, write, draw, or 

use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics 
& Video folder to display this week's Big Idea on 
one side of the board. On the blank side, create two 
columns labeled "Good Enough" and "The Most."

 { For the reflection Going the Second Mile, print and 
cut the handouts provided in your Week 3 folder. 

WEEK 4:
 { For Flip, Land, Read & Count Relay, create at 

least two identical relay race courses, using the 
instructions in your Teaching Guide.

 { For the object lesson The Flip Board, write, draw, or 
use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics & 
Video folder to display this week's Big Idea on one 
side of the board. 

 { For the reflection Restorative Justice: Practice 
Round, print and cut the handouts provided in your 
Week 4 folder.
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  TEACHING: Add your own stories, jokes, and any 
pop culture references that make sense for your 
group. You can edit each message using the Word 
documents provided or the Grow Message Builder.

  DISCUSSIONS: If you make any changes to your 
teaching, make sure your discussion questions 
reflect those changes. You can edit these using the 
Word documents provided.

  GRAPHICS: We’ve provided graphics in your 
Graphics & Video folder already, but we’ve also 
provided blank slides in case you need to make your 
own.

  PRESENTATION: Customize your weekly 
presentations in SLIDR and use it to show images 
and videos during your weekly program. Each week 
of Grow Curriculum comes pre-loaded with content 
to get you started.

  EMAILS & HUBS: Customize and send the volunteer 
and parent emails as well as the Volunteer and 
Parent Hubs content we've provided for this series 
to keep everyone's grown-ups in the loop.

WHAT TO CUSTOMIZE
You know your students better than we do, so there are probably some things you'd like to change about this series 
before you start teaching. Here's what you'll need to update if you make changes . . .

  STUDENTS: Throughout the month, post the 
Graphics & Video we've provided on social media, 
like the Big Idea images and Bumper Video. Post 
the One-Minute Sermon Videos we've provided or 
use the One-Minute Sermon Scripts to film a recap 
video each week and post it on social media.

  FAMILIES: Before you begin teaching this series, 
send parents the Parent Email we've provided (after 
you've customized it for your ministry, of course). 
After each week of the series, post the Big Idea 
images wherever you talk to parents online. And 
don't forget to update your Parent Hub with the 
information they need for this series!

  VOLUNTEERS: Before you teach each week of 
this series, send volunteers the weekly Volunteer 
Emails we've provided (after you've customized it 
for your ministry, of course). Before each week of 
the series, post the Big Idea images wherever you 
talk to volunteers online and make sure they have 
their Discussion Guides in advance! And don't forget 
to update your Volunteer Hub with the information 
they need for this series!

WHAT TO COMMUNICATE
To make sure your students, volunteers, and parents are in the loop, follow along with the Marketing Checklist we've 
provided for this series to make sure you've got everything covered, like . . .

And hey! When you post on social media, don't forget to use the #growcurriculum hashtag and tag us @
stuffyoucanuse to share your ideas and stories with our team and with other churches who are using Grow!

http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_GraphicsVideo
https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org
http://growcurriculum.com/Emails_S6
http://growcurriculum.com/Emails_S6
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/login/
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/login/
http://growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_GraphicsVideo
http://www.growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_1minVideos
http://growcurriculum.com/Emails_S6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://growcurriculum.com/Emails_S6
http://growcurriculum.com/Emails_S6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
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HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES

Every ministry is different. Whether you’re teaching middle schoolers, high schoolers, teenagers with special needs, 
or all three, here’s how to hack this series to fit your unique and diverse audience.

HACKS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS

To make this series more accessible for middle schoolers, here's what 
to adjust . . .

In all four weeks, choose one passage of Scripture to focus on. Every 
week of this series uses at least two passages of Scripture, but you 
might find that's a lot of Bible to explain or remember for your middle 
schoolers! If so, that's okay — pick just one passage each week to focus 
on. We recommend the passages from the Gospels if you're going to 
choose.

In Week 1, have middle schoolers reflect on who they do value, rather 
than who they don't. In the Reflection time of this week, your middle 
schoolers may struggle to think of people they struggle to value, so give 
them another option. On one side of their vinyl, invite them to write the 
name of someone they value and why they value them on the other. 
Then encourage them to give their vinyl to that person during the week.

In Week 3, tell a story about going the extra mile instead of doing the 
bare minimum. Because middle schoolers haven't had as much time as 
your high schoolers have had to exercise their empathy and introspection 
muscles, it might be difficult for them to consider a time when they could 
have gone the extra mile for someone but didn't. Instead, tell a story that 
shows them what it looks like to go the extra mile for someone. This will 
give them another concrete example to follow.

In Week 4, focus your application on students' restored relationships 
with God, rather than restoring relationships with each other. Both 
aspects of this week are essential for students of any age to hear, but 
most of your middle schoolers will struggle to put restoration into 
practice without a help. Instead of asking middle schoolers to navigate 
relational disputes in ways that might not be possible for them just 
yet, draw their attention primarily to the idea that Jesus restores our 
relationship with God.

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may 
want to swap for something else .. .

In all four weeks, replace the stories told 
by a single person with short stories 
from a variety of people. Your high 
schoolers would be great story-tellers 
for this series! When we're dealing with 
complex or abstract topics, it's important 
to remember how new our middle 
schoolers still are to the world. They 
may not always have the life experience 
to understand a situation without lots of 
examples. Having more than one person 
share stories of their experiences will 
give your middle schoolers more ideas 
to relate to. And if those people are high 
schoolers instead of adults, there's an 
even better chance they'll connect! 

  REMEMBER
Keep in mind, your middle schoolers 
may struggle to connect with or process 
abstract ideas like justice (or "making 
wrong things right," as we define it in this 
series). That doesn't mean you shouldn't 
tackle those subjects with them, though! 
It just means you need to tackle them 
in age-appropriate ways. Stories, object 
lessons, specific examples, and practical 
application steps can all help with this.
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HACKS FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS

To make this series more accessible for high schoolers, 
here's what to adjust . . .

In Week 1, add a question or poll about vinyl records to 
the Object Lesson. As you talk about vinyl records and how 
they were meant to be flipped, find common ground with 
your high schoolers by asking questions like, "Who thinks 
they have the biggest or best vinyl collection?" You'll likely 
have high school students who own records or come from 
a family who collects records. You might even ask them to 
explain how vinyls work, rather than explaining it yourself.

In Week 1, expand the Reflection time to include an 
affirmation about how they are valuable. Give your high 
schoolers two vinyls instead of just one. On the first vinyl, 
ask them to write words that represent what they have 
mistakenly found their value in, or lies they believed about 
not being valuable. On the flip side, invite them to write 
an affirmation like "I am valued by God" or "Jesus values 
everyone." Then continue on with the rest of the reflection, 
reminding them that when we trust God values us, it makes 
it easier to value others too.  

In Weeks 2 and 4, swap a pair of upside-down glasses for 
the reading upside-down challenge. Your high schoolers 
may not be in the mood to be physically goofy, so if the idea 
of laying upside down doesn't seem like it will connect, try 
this game instead. It comes with glasses that flip your vision 
upside down.

In Week 4, expand the Reflection time to include 
injustices in the world. If you'd like, this week is a great 
opportunity to share how Jesus didn't just come to restore 
our relationships with God, but to restore everything that's 
broken in the world. Invite your high schoolers to come to 
the front and, on your series backdrop, write some injustices 
they see in the world they want to see flipped upside down. 
When they're done writing, invite them to share what they 
can or will do to help right those wrongs. 

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to 
swap for something else . . .

In all four weeks, shorten or eliminate the 
opening activities so you have more time for 
students to share the results of their reflection 
time. Instead of keeping their reflections to 
themselves, invite your high schoolers to share 
what they were processing during each week's 
time of reflection. But if you're running short on 
time, the fun opening activities will be the easiest 
things to cut!

  REMEMBER
Because of its prevalence in the news and 
politics, the term "justice" is one your high 
schoolers may have a lot of thoughts or 
questions about. But "justice" is a word we find all 
over Scripture, as well as in this series! So keep in 
mind this word carries a lot of baggage, but it's a 
great time to discuss what "justice" means, share 
how it's used in Scripture, and open the floor for a 
healthy discussion. Our typical summary of justice 
in Scripture is "making wrong things right."

https://geni.us/zcMA5
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HACKS FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

To make this week more accessible for students with special needs, 
here's what to adjust . . .

In all four weeks, make sure your opening activities can be 
completed by someone in a wheelchair or with other mobility 
challenges. Make sure your water bottles and cones can easily be 
flipped from a seated position (perhaps on a tabletop). And rather 
than asking students to lay down to read upside down, try this game 
instead. It comes with glasses that flip your vision upside down.

In all four weeks, choose one passage of Scripture to focus on. 
Every week of this series uses at least two passages of Scripture, 
but you might find that's a lot of Bible to explain or remember for 
students with certain special needs! If so, that's okay — pick just one 
passage each week to focus on. We recommend the passages from 
the Gospels if you're going to choose.

In Week 1, have students reflect on who they do value, rather than 
who they don't. In the Reflection time of this week, students with 
certain disabilities may struggle to think of people they struggle to 
value, so give them another option. On one side of their vinyl, invite 
them to write the name of someone they value and why they value 
them on the other. Then encourage them to give their vinyl to that 
person during the week.

In Week 3, tell a story about going the extra mile instead of doing 
the bare minimum. Students with certain disabilities may have trouble 
thinking of a time they could have gone the extra mile for someone 
but didn't. Instead, tell a story that shows them what it looks like to 
go the extra mile for someone. This will give them another concrete 
example to follow.

In Week 4, focus your application on students' restored relationships 
with God, rather than restoring relationships with each other. 
Students with certain disabilities may struggle to understand abstract 
concepts like restorative justice and how it can be put into practice. 
Others may struggle to put restoration into practice without help. So 
instead of asking students to navigate relational disputes in ways that 
might not be possible for them, draw their attention primarily to the 
idea that Jesus restores our relationship with God.

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may 
want to swap for something else . . .

If needed, replace physical flips with a 
metaphors about opposites. This series 
provides a variety of different metaphors 
for "flipping" things upside down, 
but several of them involve physical 
movement like handstands and flips. If 
you're looking for additional metaphor 
options that are less physical, try a game 
or object lesson involving "opposites." 
activity than flipping since a flip is so 
physical. You might have students 
match opposites or say, act out, or draw 
something's opposite. 

  REMEMBER
Students with disabilities have likely 
experienced injustice, discrimination, 
or mistreatment. Depending on their 
age and type of disability, they may or 
may not be able to process or discuss 
those things with the group — but they do 
exist. For students who have experienced 
injustice like this, they will likely take away 
different messages from each week than 
students who have not. They need to be 
reminded how valuable they are (Week 
1), how God defends victims of injustice 
(Week 2), how Jesus gave everything 
for them (Week 3), and how God sees 
and wants to right the wrongs they've 
experienced (Week 4). 

https://geni.us/zcMA5
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David Magallanes has been in youth ministry for ten years and now oversees the 
development of Grow Students Curriculum — you know, the one you’re using right 
now. He’s a first-generation Mexican-American who grew up learning Spanish 
before he learned English. His favorite dessert is his mom’s tres leches cake and 
he’ll never say no to pizza. If you’d like to chat with David about movies, ministry, 
developing sermons, or Underoath, reach out! He’d love to connect with you!

Hugo Magallanes teaches at Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Texas. Before his teaching career, he served as a pastor for 
more than 12 years. He is the author of two books. He loves films and popular 
culture expressions, particularly as they relate to our faith journeys.

Brooklyn Lindsey has served in local churches and youth ministries for 20 
uninterrupted years. She and her husband, Coy, started Somos Church (which 
means, "we are Church") in Lakeland, Florida. On top of her role as the volunteer 
youth pastor at Somos, she helps lead the development of youth and kids content 
here at Stuff You Can Use. 
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VOLUNTEER

DEVOTIONAL

WEEK 1: Jesus flipped our assumptions about who 
God values. Matthew 5:1-12; Micah 6:8; Psalm 139:13-14

WEEK 2: God flips our definition of righteousness. 
Isaiah 58:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

WEEK 3: Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s 
good enough. Matthew 5:38-48; Ephesians 2:4-7; 
Colossians 3:12-13

WEEK 4: God flips our definition of justice.            
Psalm 99:1-9; Zechariah 7:9; Romans 5:6-11, 12:19-21

 STUDY 
 PRAY

So what's your next step? Do you need to 
work through an assumption that some 
kinds of people are less valuable? It's a tough 
conversation to have alone, it might be good to 
invite someone you trust to give you feedback 
and encouragement. Is there an injustice that 
you've been ignoring that Jesus is asking you to 
pay attention to? Is God giving you an invitation 
to see justice differently? 

Whatever your next step is right now, take it. 
Then help students do the same.

What are some ways you've counted yourself 
out when it comes to conversations about 
justice and restoration? It's not always easy to 
recognize the assumptions we grew up believing 
or understanding what "right" is after it's been 
handed down to us. But God wants to flip our 
understanding of what's good enough and give 
us a new definition of justice that works with our 
personality and gifts. Spend some time praying 
and listening to what God might be saying to 
you about the flip side of things you grew up 
believing. 

Which passage of Scripture or Big Idea from 
this month is most relevant to you right now? 
Spend a few minutes asking God to show you 
how you've already grown in this area, plus 
the next step you need to take in order to keep 
growing.

 GROW

The world is full of injustice — things that are aching to be made 
right. We see them, we experience them, and sometimes feel 
powerless around them. You may be thinking that your life is 
already too complicated for you to begin thinking about the 
injustices you see or experience. But Jesus has some things to 
say about what's possible and who he chooses to "do justice" 
through. This month, allow the stories where Jesus flips the ideas 
of justice and righteousness to impact the way you think. You may 
feel small and insignificant in comparison to the looming issues 
of our time. Jesus came not only to make things new but to help 
you be a part of that restoration. As you listen and notice how the 
flip side is a place where you can grow, the teenagers you lead will 
begin to notice and grow, too.

To get ready for this series, spend a few minutes reading the 
stories we'll be teaching students this month. As you do, think 
about what God has taught you (and is still teaching you) about 
worship through these passages, and how these Big Ideas have 
been true in your life.
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BIG IDEA
Jesus flipped our assumptions

about who God values.

BIBLE
Matthew 5:1-12; Micah 6:8;

Psalm 139:13-14

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Flip & Land
  Welcome to On The Flip Side, where we're going to spend a few weeks getting some of our ideas about God, 

ourselves, and the world flipped on their heads. 
  So to prepare for all this mental flipping, let's get warmed up. How many flips can you land? 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, collect a variety of bottles of water in different sizes, ranging 

from 8 ounces to one gallon, or even 2.5 gallons. Fill each bottle about 1/3 of the way with water and seal 
them tightly. Place them in a line from smallest to largest. To play, select a few students to compete. Give each 
of them one minute to flip as many bottles as possible — but they can only successfully flip each bottle once. 
If they've flipped one size successfully, they must move on to another size. Whoever flips the most bottles 
successfully is the winner.

  For the next few weeks, we're going to talk about "flipping" a lot of things upside down. Not just water bottles, 
obviously — ideas too.

QUESTION | Has new information ever flipped your perspective upside down?
  Have you ever been really confident about something you thought was true, but then had your whole world 

flipped upside down when you found out you were wrong? Maybe you . . .
  Discovered a rumor you had been spreading was completely made up.
  Learned something that disproved what you used to think was true.
  Realized someone you thought you couldn't stand was actually really great.

  Has new information ever flipped your perspective upside down?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.

IMAGE | An Item with Surprising Value
  I've had my perspective flipped by new information quite a few times — like this one time my mind got blown 

by how much something cost.

WEEK 1
TEACHING GUIDE

https://geni.us/BLx1T
https://geni.us/04vGA0j
https://geni.us/t2tp
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Briefly tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about a 
time you were totally wrong about how much something cost or was worth. Maybe you were house shopping 
for the first time, buying an engagement ring, got a great deal when you were prepared to spend a lot, or found 
out how much money someone spent on a monkey NFT. Share what you thought the item was worth, how 
much it was actually worth, and how you felt or reacted when you found out. As you tell the story, show an 
image of the item on screen.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! 

  What's your most valued possession? Is it actually worth a lot of money or do you just love it a lot?
  Who are some of the people you value most and why?

STORY | Talk about a time someone got an award you wrongly didn't think they deserved.
  It's not just money I'm bad at estimating. Sometimes I'm not great at judging the value of other people either.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about a time 

someone got an award you wrongly didn't think they deserved. Maybe someone won a Most Valuable Player 
award, the lead in the school play, or a class officer election, but you thought you or a friend should have won 
instead. Share why and how you were incorrectly judging their value, why you thought you or your friend were 
more deserving of the award, and why the person who won really did deserve it.

  In that moment, I was so focused on my limited definition of "value" that I couldn't see the value in someone 
else. Maybe you can relate.

  Maybe you've been the person other people overlooked, judged, or pushed to the side because 
they didn't see the value in you.

  Maybe you've been the person who wrongly decided someone wasn't worth your time, energy, 
respect, or care.

  Or maybe you've been both. 
  No matter which person you've been or still are today, Jesus has something to say with the power to flip your 

perspective upside down.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

OBJECT LESSON | Vinyl Record 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, locate a vinyl record and record player. Demonstrate how it 

works and play a few snippets of music as you teach. 
  Vinyl records are part of an era none of us live in any more, but a whole bunch of us still appreciate. People 

collect records, play records, decorate with records, and love that scratchy earthy sound you can only get 
from a record player's needle hitting the vinyl.

  But maybe the biggest difference between this vinyl record and your favorite Spotify playlist is 
when you're halfway through, you've got to flip it.

  Sure, you could decide to only play one side of the album. It would work just fine, but you'd be 
missing out on half of the music! If you want to hear the whole thing, you've got to flip it.

  Meeting and learning from Jesus is a little bit like this vinyl record. 
  There will be times we think our understanding, beliefs, and perspectives are the whole picture. 

We'll believe we've got things figured. We'll feel pretty confident in our judgments about God, 
ourselves, or others. 
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  But when Jesus shows up, he tends to flips everything upside down and show us there's a whole 
new perspective we've never considered before! 

  With Jesus, we finally get the whole picture. Through him, our wrong assumptions get flipped upside down 
and finally made right.

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 1)
  We've already talked about some of the things we get wrong about who is and isn't valuable. So what do 

you think some of those "wrong" ideas are? What are some not-so-great reasons to decide someone is 
valuable (or not valuable)? 

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, prepare a large two-sided white board that can be flipped. 
On one side, write, draw, or use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics & Video folder to display this 
week's Big Idea. When you're ready to teach, keep that side of the board hidden while you write students' 
responses to your question on the blank side.

  Whether it's money, popularity, looks, ability, knowledge, or skill, there are a lot of shallow or unimportant 
reasons we might wrongly decide someone has (or doesn't have) value. 

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 5:1-12
  When Jesus was here on earth, he spent a lot of time correcting people's incorrect beliefs about God, 

themselves, and each other. At that time, a lot of people were under the assumption God favored people who 
followed every religious rule, seemed really holy, and had it all together. But in Jesus' famous Sermon on the 
Mount, he flipped all of that upside down. 

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 5:1-12.
  Jesus wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. He lipped people’s ideas about 

God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. This time, Jesus 
flipped people's assumptions about who mattered most to God. 

  Some of the people Jesus was speaking to believed God valued people who were the most 
religious. But Jesus said having things like power, status, and fame don't get you any bonus points 
or special treatment with God.

  According to Jesus, the people who are the most "blessed" in God's kingdom are people who have 
known poverty, who are grieving, who are gentle and kind, or who are suffering. Because God 
values the people the world often doesn't.

  I wonder how this news from Jesus would have been received differently by the different kinds of people 
who were within earshot. 

  For the people listening who had often been overlooked and undervalued, this was probably really 
good news. They likely had been told (and believed) they were less deserving of love, care, and 
attention than others were. But now Jesus was flipping their view of themselves upside down! 
According to Jesus, they were loved, cared for, seen, and deeply valued by God. 

  But for the people listening who were religious leaders, powerful, or wealthy, Jesus' words may 
have seemed like bad news. After all, if you've always seen yourself as better and more valuable 
than others, you don't want to be told you've had it all wrong. 

  Jesus' message was for everyone who showed up in the crowd that day and for everyone who would hear 
this story later (like us). To all of us, Jesus makes this clear: God sees and values people who are often 
overlooked.

https://geni.us/M6mH
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DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � What was so revolutionary about the people Jesus chose to value?
 � If Jesus were on Earth right now, who are some of the people he might choose to value (and 

ask us to value too)? 

SCRIPTURE | Micah 6:8
  There's a passage in the book of Micah about another time God's people got this wrong. 

  Many years before Jesus was born, people tried to make themselves seem more valuable to God 
by doing a lot of religious things. At the same time, they began treating others as not-so-valuable.

  These people followed God's laws, sang worship songs, and made offerings to God . . . but they 
sort of lost track of the point. They cared so much about earning God's love they forgot to love 
the people God values.

  In response, God sent the prophet Micah to deliver a message.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Micah 6:8.
  Micah's message was a strong criticism of anyone who neglected, mistreated, or took advantage of others 

in God's name. When people weren't valuing others well, God used Micah to show them a new way. God 
invited them to . . .

  Pursue justice for those who have been mistreated.
  Be merciful to others, rather than judgmental.
  Humbly follow God's lead.

  Some of this sounds a bit like Jesus' Sermon on the Mount, doesn't it? Maybe that's because God has been 
trying to tell us the same thing for a long, long time.

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 2)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Using the same two-sided white board you used earlier, flip it so the Big Idea is made visible.
  God values people the world often overlooks or mistreats.

  When you think you don't matter, or deserve to be overlooked or mistreated, Jesus flips that idea 
upside down.

  And when you think you're better or more worthy of God's love than someone else, Jesus flips 
that upside down too.

  Right when we think we have it all figured out, Jesus flips our assumptions about who God values.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! 

  What are some reasons people your age might not feel valuable? Have you ever felt that way?
  When you don't feel valued, what helps you (or would help you) feel valuable again?
  Read Psalm 139:13-14. How can this verse help us remember how much God values us? How 

can it move us to value others?

 
  4
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OBJECT LESSON | The MVP Award
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, find an old MVP trophy or plaque that no one really cares about 

or make one like this. Hold it as you teach.
  "Most Valuable Player" trophies are usually awarded to people who do something exceptionally well.  You 

have to earn them! But Jesus showed us a new way of viewing value.
  Jesus shows us you don't have to do a thing to earn your value. You're already valued, simply 

because you're deeply loved by the God who made you.
  Nothing you do can earn you any extra value in God's eyes. And here's what's really amazing — 

nothing you do can take away any of your value either.
  Because we're all deeply loved by God, we can stop competing to see who's the most valuable. 

Instead, we can choose to value each other like God values us.
  In the Sermon on the Mount, it's kind of like Jesus was giving away Most Valuable People awards, but to the 

most unlikely people. If Jesus were preaching that same sermon here today, I wonder who he'd give a trophy 
to. Maybe he'd mention the person who . . .

  Avoids the lunchroom because they aren't sure who they'd sit with.
  Has endured years of bullying, trauma, or abuse.
  Doesn't look, sound, dress, or seem to fit in with the people around them.
  Is quietly dealing with physical or mental health concerns.
  Has recently lost someone they love.
  Isn't sure where their next meal or safe place to live is going to be.
  Is anxious about what their family is going through.
  Often gets overlooked or taken advantage of.
  Is trying to figure out who they are or where they fit in.
  Has rarely felt loved or valued.

  Once you figure out who Jesus might give an MVP award to, I wonder how you could value that person too? 
Could you . . .

  Reach out and start a new friendship with them?
  Help or defend them?
  Ask how they're doing?
  Ask how you can support them?

  And if you are that person who has often felt like you aren't valued, I wonder how you could begin to find 
more of your value in Jesus. We all struggle to believe we're loved and valued sometimes. If that's you, do 
you need to . . . 

  Get to know Jesus for the first time?
  Spend time reading what God has said about how loved you are?
  Spend time talking to God about how you're feeling — and let God's Spirit talk to you too?
  Tell a trusted adult how you're feeling?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � Without naming names, can you think of someone you've overlooked or haven't valued 
recently? How do you wish you'd have treated them differently?

  This week, how will you go out of your way to value someone Jesus values?
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REFLECTION | Flipping the Vinyl
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, purchase enough vinyl record coasters for each student and 

place a white 2" round label on the center of each side so both sides of the vinyl can be written on. Place one 
under each seat, along with a permanent marker. Play some reflective music as students reflect and write. 
One on side, invite students to write a person (or type of person) they struggle to value, reminding them that 
person might even be themselves. On the other side, invite them to write one way they plan to help that person 
know they are valued by God this week.

  In Jesus' upside-down Kingdom, it's not the most perfect, popular, richest, or most frequent church-
attenders who are most valued by God. Jesus shows us we are all valued — and to make that point, he puts 
special attention on the people who are usually the most under-valued. 

  If you were feeling less-than-valuable today, I hope you remember Jesus loves you deeply.
  If you've been trying to prove your value to God or others, I hope you'll trust you have nothing to 

prove.
  And if you've been overlooking or even hurting someone Jesus values, I hope you'll make it right 

this week by choosing justice, mercy, and humility instead.
  Jesus flipped our assumptions about who God values. So what will you do this week to value the people

God values?

https://geni.us/jNUgm
https://geni.us/YiuZC
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
Jesus flipped our assumptions

about who God values.

BIBLE
Matthew 5:1-12; Micah 6:8;

Psalm 139:13-14

WEEK 1
DISCUSSION GUIDE

QUESTIONS

 z What's your most valued possession? Is it actually worth a lot of money or do you just love it a lot?
 z Who are some of the people you value most and why?
 z What are some not-so-great reasons to decide someone is valuable or not? Why do you think those 

aren't good reasons to value someone?
 z What was so revolutionary about the people Jesus chose to value?
 z If Jesus were on Earth right now, who are some of the people he might choose to value (and ask 

us to value too)? 
 z What are some reasons people your age might not feel valuable? Have you ever felt that way?
 z When you don't feel valued, what helps you (or would help you) feel valuable again?
 z Read Psalm 139:13-14. How can this verse help us remember how much God values us? How can 

it move us to value others?
 z Without naming names, can you think of someone you've overlooked or haven't valued recently? 

How do you wish you'd have treated them differently?
 z This week, how will you go out of your way to value someone Jesus values?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
Jesus flipped our assumptions

about who God values.

BIBLE
Matthew 5:1-12; Micah 6:8;

Psalm 139:13-14

WEEK 1
DISCUSSION GUIDE for middle schoolers

QUESTIONS

 z What's your most valued possession? Is it actually worth a lot of money or do you just love it a lot?
 z Who are some of the people you value most and why?
 z What are some reasons people your age might not feel valuable? Have you ever felt that way?
 z When you don't feel valued, what helps you (or would help you) feel valuable again?
 z Read Psalm 139:13-14. How can this verse help us remember how much God values us? How can 

it move us to value others?
 z This week, how will you go out of your way to value someone Jesus values?
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BIG IDEA
God flips our definition

of righteousness.

BIBLE
Isaiah 58:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40;

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

VIDEO | A Clip of a CrossFit Handstand Sprint
  Welcome back to On the Flip Side, where we're talking about God flipping our lives upside down. Most of the 

time, following God's lead means thinking and living in a way that's so opposite, it might sometimes feel like 
this . . .

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from a video like this one (1:26-1:56) of a handstand 
sprint competition from the CrossFit Games. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material 
for educational purposes, read this!

ACTIVITY | Flip & Read
  Doing most things upside down may not come naturally to us, but there are often some real benefits — like 

when we try reading upside down. Researchers have shown reading upside down:
  Helps us remember the words we've read better than if we read them right-side up.
  Can help people who struggle with reading read more quickly and better understand what they've 

read.
  Is a skill anyone can learn and improve!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, collect two buzzers, poster board, and a list of words for students 
to identify. Write one word on each sheet of poster board in large letters. To make it more difficult, write some 
of the words backward as well. Flip your poster board stack so the words are all upside down. When you're 
ready to play, select two students, give them each a buzzer, and show them an upside down word. The first to 
hit the buzzer and read the word correctly is the winner. After five words, switch players. After a few rounds, 
switch up the gameplay so the poster board is held right-side up, but the players are viewing it upside down by 
laying on their backs with their heads hanging off tables, a row of chairs, or your stage. You can play with any 
words, but here are a few tricky ones to get you started:

  Dragon
  Wow
  Mom
  Now

WEEK 2
TEACHING GUIDE

https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/HandstandSprint2020CrossFitGames
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://geni.us/dddi
https://geni.us/xRM88S
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  Napped
  Panda
  Nugget
  Flipped

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! 

  What's a word or phrase we use today that our grandparents would definitely have trouble 
defining? 

  What are some hard-to-define words you might hear at church or read in the Bible? (Anyone 
want to try to define any of them?)

STORY | Talk about a time you misunderstood the meaning of a word. 
  Reading upside down might help us read and remember words better, but it doesn't help us define the words 

we're reading. Sometimes the definition is the hardest part!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about a time you 

misunderstood the meaning of a word. Try to choose an example where you were confident you were using 
the word correctly and were surprised to learn it meant something different. Maybe you botched the use of 
a popular slang term or thought "original" meant "boring" because you saw it on a bag of plain potato chips.

  If you've spent any time reading the Bible, you've probably noticed it's full of words that aren't easy to define 
— like sanctification, atonement, baptism, and so many more. 

  You might sometimes read a term in Scripture that seems so unclear it feels like you're reading it 
upside down and backward.

  Or sometimes you might be pretty confident you understand what a word in Scripture means, 
only to find out years later you were totally wrong.

  Today we're going to talk about a specific word in Scripture that's often misunderstood. 
  Maybe you've seen it and not know what it meant. 
  Maybe you think you know what it means but God has something new about it for you to discover. 
  Or maybe you don't really care what this word means because you're not sure what you think 

about God at all right now.
  No matter which perspective you're coming from, today we're going to see another way God is wanting to 

flip our lives upside down. This time, it all comes down to how we define one key word — and what we decide 
to do about it.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 1)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, you'll need sticky notes, a permanent marker, and a large two-

sided white board that can be flipped. On one side, write, draw, or use the Big Idea images provided in your 
Graphics & Video folder to display this week's Big Idea. When you're ready to teach, keep that side of the board 
hidden while you write students' responses to the following questions on sticky notes and attach them to the 
blank side. 

  Back in the '80s, the word "righteous" was used to say something was awesome, amazing, incredible — you 
get the idea. So what is the word "righteous" doing all over the Bible too? 

https://geni.us/M6mH
https://geni.us/M6mH
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  When Scripture says "righteous," what do you think it means? 
  What are some things people might do to be seen as "righteous"?

  In the Bible, "righteous" is the word we use when someone or something is, well, right. Correct. Good in every 
way. Sometimes it's defined as "right living." But what does it mean to live "rightly"? 

  That's exactly the question we humans have been trying to answer, and often getting wrong. Most of the 
time, it's because we reduce "righteousness" to a checklist of religious laws and rituals, thinking if we follow 
them all perfectly, God will be happy with us. But that's not how God defines righteousness. 

STORY | Talk about a time your desire to appear "righteous" made you behave selfishly.
  If our definition of "righteousness" is all about how we can seem more good in the eyes of God (or others), 

we need our definitions flipped upside down.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about a time 

your desire to appear "righteous" made you behave selfishly or hurt someone else. Maybe you missed a 
sibling's championship game because you refused to miss church, or were judgmental to a friend when they 
did something you didn't agree with, or were so focused on maintaining your good image you missed an 
opportunity to care for someone who was hurting. Share what you regret about that decision and what kind 
of "righteousness" you were trying to achieve.

  In that moment, I was so focused on myself that I failed to care for the people right in front of me. Even 
though I told myself my focus was on the "right" thing, I was actually focused on me. 

  But I'm not the only one to get this wrong. Throughout Scripture, we see God has often had to intervene 
when we humans missed the point.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � When the Bible tells us to be "righteous," what do you think most people assume that means?
 � Do you think being "righteous" is different from being "religious"? Why or why not?

SCRIPTURE | Isaiah 58:1-9
  Back when the Old Testament was written, God's people often needed to be reminded what God's definition 

of "righteousness" really is. At one point, God sent the prophet Isaiah to help make their wrong understanding 
right.

  In Isaiah's time, it seems like God's people defined "righteousness" as "doing all the right religious things." 
And they were doing a pretty good job! According to Isaiah, God's people were:

  Spending time with God regularly.
  Wanting to hear God's words.
  Obeying God's commands.
  Practicing spiritual disciplines like fasting in order to get closer to God.

  Fasting, by the way, is a spiritual discipline a lot of people practice. The idea is to 
give something up, for a short period of time, in order to better focus on God.

  When you read about fasting in the Bible, it usually is referring to adults choosing 
to give up food for a period of time. Instead of eating food during their fast, they 
would spend time in prayer instead.
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  In the passage we're about to read, God's people have a complaint that has to do 
with their fasting. Even after doing all the "right" religious practices, God's people 
didn't feel any closer to God. They didn't think God was listening to their prayers. 
They didn't trust God was watching out for them. And they weren't happy about it! 

  In their eyes, they did all of the "righteous" things they were supposed to do — but, for some 
reason, they didn't think God cared. To help set them right, here's what God said through the 
prophet Isaiah.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Isaiah 58:1-9.
  Isaiah isn't holding back on the honest feedback God's people needed to hear. Isaiah makes it clear God 

heard their prayers, but God wasn't happy with their behavior. They seemed like they were doing a lot of the 
"right" things, like fasting, but they were also:

  Being selfish.
  Exploiting others.
  Fighting.
  Harming each other.
  Using their fasts to try to earn God's attention and favor.

  They had missed the entire point of a fast! According to God, the point of their fast should have been to:
  Practice humility.
  Fight against injustice.
  Set people free.
  Share their food with people who need it.
  Help house people without shelter.
  Give clothing to people without it.

  Only then, Isaiah said, would God's people truly be "righteous." That's because God's definition of 
"righteousness" wasn't about all the religious things they were doing to build themselves up. God's definition 
of righteousness required them to take their eyes off themselves and take care of others too.

  Of course, God wants us to pray, spend time in Scripture, and practice spiritual disciplines like 
fasting. Those are some of the most important tools we have to grow closer to God.

  But if all of those activities we're doing aren't leading us to be less selfish and more focused on 
caring for others (especially the people who are most in need, oppressed, or in danger), we've 
missed something significant!

  It's not just Isaiah who talked about this. This same message can be found all over the Old Testament of 
the Bible — especially in the words of the prophets like Isaiah, Amos, Micah, and more. Apparently, this is a 
message we need to keep learning and re-learning.

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 22:36-40
  Long after Isaiah, Jesus delivered a similar message to his followers. Some religious leaders of Jesus' day 

often disliked the things he did, taught, and spoke about. 
  In large part, that's because Jesus was eager to call out their religious hypocrisy, like Isaiah had 

once done for God's people.
  Jesus often told these religious leaders that, while they had some things right when it came to 

"righteousness," they were missing the big picture. 
  Rather than fighting for justice and caring for others, these religious leaders often seemed too 

worried about their own "righteous" reputations. 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 22:36-40.

 
  4
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  According to Jesus, "righteousness" isn't just about you and your relationship with God. If you're not also 
loving others like you love yourself, Jesus says you don't have the whole picture! 

  Righteousness isn't just about:
  Going to church.
  Saying prayers.
  Doing Bible studies.
  Singing loudly during your favorite worship song.
  Following all the rules.

  No, "righteousness" is so much bigger than that. It's about:
  Humility.
  Selflessness.
  Justice.
  Compassion.
  And loving the people God loves.

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 2)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Using the same two-sided white board you used earlier, flip it so the Big Idea is made visible.
  With God, right living isn't about a perfect record of church attendance, prayer, and Bible-reading — not 

if you're not doing it out of love for God and others. God's righteousness isn't a religious to-do list. It's an 
invitation to experience and reflect God's love. That's how God flips our definition of righteousness. 

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

  What would you say "righteousness" means to God? What would you say it doesn't mean to 
God?

  Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. What are some ways a person might try to do what's "righteous," 
but fail to be loving? 

 � Have you ever thought God's love for you was connected to your ability to be more "righteous"? 
Do you still think that's true? Why or why not?

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 3)
  If we want to be "righteous," or "live rightly," it's so important to do things that help us know and love God 

more! But remember, God says our "righteousness" isn't really complete if we're not also loving the people 
God loves.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Return your white board to its original position so all of the sticky notes are visible. Work 
with your students to separate the sticky notes of "righteous" actions into two sections: one section of actions 
that help you love God and one section of actions that help you love others. Add more sticky notes if you come 
up with additional ideas.

  It might be tempting to look at this board and think, "So this is my new to-do list? If I want God to be happy 
with me, on top of going to church and praying, I need to also — "

 
  5
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  If that crossed your mind, hang on. Remember, this is part of what God's people got wrong in 
the past. We were never supposed to be doing "righteous" things in order to earn God's approval, 
attention, or love. 

  Instead, these are all things we can do in response to the love we've already received from God. 
With Jesus, we're already loved and made righteous! All of these things are simply our response 
to God's love for us and others.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � Which is more difficult for you right now: loving God or loving others? What's making that so 
difficult?

  This week, what's one way you want to love God better? How can we help?
  This week, what's one way you want to love someone else better? How can we help?

REFLECTION | On the Flip Side
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the double-sided handouts provided in your Week 2 

folder. Place one under each seat, along with a pen. While you teach, invite students to write what they already 
do, and what they could do more often, to "love God" on one side and to "love others" on the flip side.

  As you wonder what you can do to live like this, don't forget to:
  GET HONEST: It's okay if you've gotten this wrong in the past. We all have! If you've been so 

focused on yourself that you've forgotten to love others (even if it was for a "righteous" reason), or 
if you've been doing "righteous" things in order to earn God's love, get honest with God about it! 

  ASK FOR HELP: None of us can be totally "righteous" all the time or in our own strength. That's 
why we need Jesus so much. Instead of only trying harder to be good or right, ask for God's help. 
Jesus not only gives us an example of what love looks like — his Spirit also transforms and helps 
us love.

  DO SOMETHING: Loving God and loving others isn't just about feelings. It's about meaningful 
actions. We brainstormed a lot of ideas together already, but I wonder how these ideas could 
translate into your everyday life and faith.

  Remember, righteousness isn't a religious to-do list. It's an invitation to experience and reflect God's love. 
God flips our definition of righteousness — and that sets us free to love and be loved.
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
God flips our definition

of righteousness.

BIBLE
Isaiah 58:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40;

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

WEEK 2
DISCUSSION GUIDE

QUESTIONS

 z What's a word or phrase we use today that our grandparents would definitely have trouble defining? 
 z What are some hard-to-define words you might hear at church or read in the Bible? (Anyone want 

to try to define any of them?)
 z When the Bible tells us to be "righteous," what do you think most people assume that means?
 z Do you think being "righteous" is different from being "religious"? Why or why not?
 z What would you say "righteousness" means to God? What would you say it doesn't mean to God?
 z Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. What are some ways a person might try to do what's "righteous," but fail 

to be loving? 
 z Have you ever thought God's love for you was connected to your ability to be more "righteous"? Do 

you still think that's true? Why or why not?
 z Which is more difficult for you right now: loving God or loving others? What's making that so 

difficult?
 z This week, what's one way you want to love God better? How can we help?
 z This week, what's one way you want to love someone else better? How can we help?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
God flips our definition

of righteousness.

BIBLE
Isaiah 58:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40;

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

WEEK 2
DISCUSSION GUIDE for middle schoolers

QUESTIONS

 z What's a word or phrase we use today that our grandparents would definitely have trouble defining? 
 z What are some hard-to-define words you might hear at church or read in the Bible? (Anyone want 

to try to define any of them?)
 z What would you say "righteousness" means to God? What would you say it doesn't mean to God?
 z Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. What are some ways a person might try to do what's "righteous," but fail 

to be loving? 
 z This week, what's one way you want to love God better? How can we help?
 z This week, what's one way you want to love someone else better? How can we help?
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BIG IDEA
Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s 

good enough.

BIBLE
Matthew 5:38-48; Ephesians 2:4-7; 

Colossians 3:12-13

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Flip & Count
  Welcome back to On the Flip Side, where we're talking about the many ways God flips our lives upside down. 

Before we get there, let's test your flipping skills.
  INSTRUCTIONS: For this activity, you'll need plastic traffic cones, small prizes, and large prizes. To play, 

choose at least one contestant, give them a cone, and put one minute on the clock. Let them know they'll 
need to flip and land the cone right-side up as many times as possible. If they land it even once, they'll win a 
small prize — but if they can land it ten times, they'll win an even bigger prize. After you play, interview your 
contestants and the students watching with questions like these:

  Before you started, how many times did you think you were going to land it? 
  Were you (or would you have been) happy with landing it just once? Why or why not?
  If you were playing, would the small prize have been "good enough" for you? Why or why not?

VIDEO | Clips of a Few Different Flips
  The phrase "good enough" doesn't exactly have the best reputation, does it? It's what you might say when 

you give up on a project halfway through or settle for something low-quality. 
  Of course, there are some times in life when you definitely don't want to settle for "good enough." Check out 

some of these athletes and imagine what might happen if they got halfway through their flips and thought, 
"Ehh — I'm halfway. That's good enough."

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play short clips from a series of ESPN'S TikToks, like this flip at the 
beach, this series of backflips, this old man flipping off a swing, this trampoline flip, and this flip on a pogo 
stick. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for educational purposes, read this!

  Yeah, if you decided to give up halfway through one of these flips, you'd end up on the ground and in quite a 
bit of pain. There are some times (like in the middle of a flip) when your goal should probably be a little better 
than "good enough."

WEEK 3
TEACHING GUIDE
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DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

  What's a situation where you never settle for "good enough"? What's a situation where you 
definitely do?

 � When do you think it's okay to settle for "good enough"? When is it not?

QUESTION | When is it okay to settle for "good enough"?
  But we can't be amazing at everything, always give one-hundred-percent of our effort, or go hard all the time 

. . . can we? What do you think? When is it okay to settle for "good enough?"
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.

QUESTION | How do you decide when to give more than what's "good enough"?
  I'm sure we've all had moments when we could have put more effort into something we were doing or 

working on, but . . . well, we just decided not to. Whether we're doing homework, cleaning up, practicing an 
instrument, or having a difficult conversation, we often have to make decisions about how much effort to 
put into something. 

  So how do you make that decision? How do you decide when to give more than what's "good enough"?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  It's one thing to ask these questions about our homework, chores, or hobbies. But what about things that 

are much more important, like . . .
  Our relationships with God?
  Our relationships with each other?
  And the people we're becoming?

  Whether you tend to do just the bare minimum, or you find yourself doing too much sometimes, Jesus has 
something to say with the power to flip your perspective on what's "good enough" upside down.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

  If following Jesus was a scale of 1-5 (with 3 being "good enough") what do you think each 
number on that scale would look like?

 � What are some reasons we sometimes settle for "good enough" when it comes to following 
Jesus?

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 1)
  When it comes to following Jesus, we probably all have ideas about what it looks like to do what's "good 

enough," versus doing "the most" to follow him. So what do you think?
  What does it look like to do what's "good enough" for God?
  What does it look like to do "the most" for God?
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, prepare a large two-sided white board that can be flipped. 
On one side, write, draw, or use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics & Video folder to display this 
week's Big Idea. When you're ready to teach, keep that side of the board hidden. On the blank side, create 
two columns labeled "Good Enough" and "The Most." Write students' answers to the above questions in the 
appropriate columns.

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 5:38-48
  When Jesus was here on earth, he spent a lot of time talking to religious people and leaders alike about what 

was (and wasn't) "good enough" in God's eyes.
  Many of these religious people thought they could love God by following every single one of God's laws 

perfectly. When it came to following those laws, doing the bare minimum wasn't "good enough" for them. 
They were committed to following as many laws as possible, as perfectly as they could. They even came up 
with new laws on their own so they could follow those too! 

  But the desire these religious people had to get perfect scores on their imaginary "holiness report 
cards" often led them to become self-righteous, judgmental, and self-centered.

  If you had asked them how much effort they were putting into pleasing God, I'm pretty sure they 
would have said, "Definitely the most."

  That's why some of Jesus' words for them were so shocking. Instead of congratulating them on 
doing "the most" for God, Jesus said, "sorry, but it's not good enough."

  In one portion of Jesus' famous Sermon on the Mount, he helped them see this by first quoting one of the 
laws they were so proud of following — and then taking it a step further. 

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 5:38-48.
  The religious people of his day thought they were doing "the most" by following their religious rules perfectly, 

but they were actually missing the whole point of what God wanted them to do: love! 
  Religious leaders sometimes accused Jesus of disrespecting God's laws when Jesus didn't 

always follow God's laws the way they expected him to. 
  But Jesus didn't come to throw away the Law God had given. Instead, he came to clarify the heart 

and the intention behind God's Law. 
  To help his followers understand this shift, Jesus needed to flip their understanding completely 

upside down.
  God's Law said "an eye for an eye" because God is a God of justice. 

  There was a time when this law helped God's people figure out ways to live with each other in 
peace and safety. But because people began using this law as an excuse to take revenge on 
people who had hurt them, Jesus needed to flip their understanding.

  "An eye for an eye," he said, "isn't good enough. If someone offends you, don't just take revenge. 
Show them mercy, kindness, and generosity instead."

  God's Law said to "love your neighbors" because God is a God of love.
  But God's people sometimes struggled to understand who their "neighbor" actually was. Because 

people convinced themselves they were fulfilling God's laws by loving only the people they wanted 
to love, Jesus needed to flip their understanding.

  "Love your neighbor," he said, "isn't good enough. Don't just love the people it's easy to love. Love 
everyone — even your enemies."

  And before these examples, Jesus gave them even more! He listed law after law, saying, "You think you're 
doing 'the most' by following this law, but it's actually not good enough — not if you're not doing it out of love."

https://geni.us/M6mH
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SCRIPTURE | Ephesians 2:4-7
  Over and over again, Jesus kept flipping ideas on their heads to get us to think differently about what God 

wants from us. But he didn't just talk about it. He modeled it for us too. 
  Jesus didn't just come to earth to teach us things. He didn't come to give us a new set of rules to follow 

or new impossible standards to meet. He didn't show up just to tell us everything we'd gotten wrong.
  Instead, Jesus came to earth to make things right. To do that, he didn't just do the bare minimum. 

He gave everything for you and me. 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ephesians 2:4-7.

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 2)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Using the same two-sided white board you used earlier, flip it so the Big Idea is made visible.
  Jesus didn't just command us to show love, mercy, kindness, and grace to each other. Jesus went first by 

going above and beyond for you and me. He didn't do the bare minimum. He gave everything for us, and now 
he invites us to extend that same love to each other. 

  Through his words and his example, Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s good enough.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � What do you think the religious people of Jesus' day got wrong about what God wanted from 
them? Do you see any similarities to religious people today?

  How did Jesus flip our understanding of what God says is "good enough"?
  Read Colossians 3:12-13. When is it most difficult for you to do this? 

STORY | Talk about a time you did the bare minimum when you were in a conflict with 
someone.

  But what does this mean? What does it look like to go beyond what's "good enough" in our love for God and 
each other?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about a time 
you were in a conflict with someone, but rather than working to resolve it in a healthy way, you did the bare 
minimum. Maybe you ghosted someone instead of having a hard conversation, resorted to violence or 
meanness instead of dialogue, or faked niceness instead of saying how you really felt. Looking back, why do 
you think you chose to take the easy way out? What do you wish you would have done instead, even if it would 
have been more difficult? If you were also a Jesus-follower at the time, share how you did or did not connect 
your relationship with this person with your relationship with God. 

  I'll be honest: in this situation, I did the bare minimum. I did only what I thought was "good enough." I certainly 
didn't walk that second mile, as Jesus invited us to do. As a result, I missed out on some important things. 
If I had decided to do more than what was "good enough," I wonder . . .

  How I could have grown in the process?
  How they could have grown in the process?
  If our relationship could have turned out differently?
  Or what God wanted to teach me along the way?
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  I wonder who you're struggling to love right now, maybe because you've been in conflict with them or 
because they've hurt you unjustly.

A DISCLAIMER ABOUT ABUSE
  But before we go any further, I want to talk specifically to those of you who are struggling to love is someone 

who has been hurting, abusing, bullying, or making you feel unsafe. If someone is harming you . . .
  Jesus is not telling you to let them continue harming you.
  He is not telling you to ignore what they've done or cover for them.
  He is not telling you to put yourself in more danger by doing kind, generous, or loving things for 

them.
  If someone is harming you, the most loving thing you can do for them, yourself, and others is to tell a trusted 

adult about what's going on. When you do . . .
  The person hurting you can get the help they need to change (or the accountability they need to 

stop the harm they're causing).
  You can help prevent them from hurting anyone else.
  You can get the help you need to begin to heal.

  If you think this might relate to you, or you need help deciding if it does, don't leave here today without talking 
to an adult you trust. 

REFLECTION | Going the Second Mile
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 3 folder. Place one 

under each seat, along with a pen. As you teach, invite students to write the following:
  In the center of the handout, write the name of a person they are struggling to love right now.
  In the "Mile 1" lane, write what they have already done or a first step they could take to be merciful 

and kind to them.
  In the "Mile 2" lane, write what more they could do to show that person Jesus' love and grace.

  So who is someone you're struggling to love right now? Is it a friend you've had a fight with, an acquaintance 
you can't stand, a family member who's been frustrating you, or maybe an adult you disagree with? Once 
you've identified who they are . . .

  WHAT IS YOUR FIRST MILE? What are the first steps you can take to begin to show them mercy 
and kindness? Maybe you could . . .

  Pray for them.
  Text them.
  Be the first to apologize.
  Smile when you see them.
  Drop the attitude.
  Not seek revenge.
  Choose to let it go.

  WHAT IS YOUR SECOND MILE? Now this is where things get interesting. How can do even more 
than what's "good enough" for the person you struggle to love? What would it look like for you        
to . . .

  Do something loving and generous for them?
  Pray regularly for them, maybe asking God to do great things for them?
  Fight for a relationship with them?
  Have hard conversations with them?
  Give them more compassion, time, energy, or care than you really want to?

 
  5
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  If your "second mile" seems easy to do in your own strength, you may not be thinking big enough. 
  The kind of love Jesus invites us to extend to others is bigger than anything we're capable of 

giving on our own. For that kind of love, we need God's help, guidance, and Spirit.
  If you've never experienced that love for yourself, or you're not sure you know what it means to 

know Jesus or his Spirit, it's available to you right now! Jesus isn't hiding his love from you. He is 
generously offering it to you.

  Remember, Jesus refused to do the bare minimum for you and me. Jesus flipped our understanding of 
what's good enough. He gave everything for us, and now he invites us to extend that same love to each 
other.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � Talk about a time you did the bare minimum when someone was difficult to love. What do you 
think Jesus might be inviting you to do differently next time?

  What are some things that could prevent you from going the second mile for someone? How 
can we help each other overcome those obstacles?

  This week, what is one way God might be inviting you to go the second mile for someone? 
What are you going to do about it?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s 

good enough.

BIBLE
Matthew 5:38-48; Ephesians 2:4-7; 

Colossians 3:12-13

WEEK 3
DISCUSSION GUIDE

QUESTIONS

 z What's a situation where you never settle for "good enough"? What's a situation where you definitely 
do?

 z When do you think it's okay to settle for "good enough"? When is it not?
 z If following Jesus was a scale of 1-5 (with 3 being "good enough") what do you think each number 

on that scale would look like?
 z What are some reasons we sometimes settle for "good enough" when it comes to following Jesus?
 z What do you think the religious people of Jesus' day got wrong about what God wanted from them? 

Do you see any similarities to religious people today?
 z How did Jesus flip our understanding of what God says is "good enough"?
 z Read Colossians 3:12-13. When is it most difficult for you to do this? 
 z Talk about a time you did the bare minimum when someone was difficult to love. What do you think 

Jesus might be inviting you to do differently next time?
 z What are some things that could prevent you from going the second mile for someone? How can we 

help each other overcome those obstacles?
 z This week, what is one way God might be inviting you to go the second mile for someone? What are 

you going to do about it?

Grab a pad of sticky notes and a marker! As you discuss the question about creating a scale of 1-5, use 
your sticky notes to capture everyone's responses and make the scale on a nearby wall or floor.

NEXT 

STEP
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s 

good enough.

BIBLE
Matthew 5:38-48; Ephesians 2:4-7; 

Colossians 3:12-13

WEEK 3
DISCUSSION GUIDE for middle schoolers

Grab a pad of sticky notes and a marker! As you discuss the question about creating a scale of 1-5, use 
your sticky notes to capture everyone's responses and make the scale on a nearby wall or floor.

NEXT 

STEP

QUESTIONS

 z What's a situation where you never settle for "good enough"? What's a situation where you definitely 
do?

 z If following Jesus was a scale of 1-5 (with 3 being "good enough") what do you think each number 
on that scale would look like?

 z How did Jesus flip our understanding of what God says is "good enough"?
 z Read Colossians 3:12-13. When is it most difficult for you to do this? 
 z What are some things that could prevent you from going the second mile for someone? How can we 

help each other overcome those obstacles?
 z This week, what is one way God might be inviting you to go the second mile for someone? What are 

you going to do about it?
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BIG IDEA
God flips our definition

of justice. 

BIBLE
Psalm 99:1-9; Zechariah 7:9;

Romans 5:6-11, 12:19-21

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Flip, Land, Read & Count Relay
  Welcome to our final week of On the Flip Side, where we've been talking about the many ways God flips our 

lives, understandings, and perspectives completely upside down. We have one more big flip to talk about 
today — but first, let's see those flipping skills one more time!

  INSTRUCTIONS: For this activity, you'll need all the supplies from the previous weeks' opening activities: a 
variety of bottles of water in different sizes, ranging from 8 ounces to one gallon, or even 2.5 gallons, poster 
board, a list of words for students to read, chairs or a table students can lay on, plastic traffic cones, and prizes. 
Before your teaching time, create at least two identical relay race courses, using the instructions from Weeks 1-3. 
To play, split your students into teams and have them race to complete the course, one station (and one student) 
at a time. Give the teams prizes according to their placement in the race. Create as many stations as you'd like, 
depending on the size of your group and difficulty you'd prefer, but you'll want at least three:

  LAND: At least one teammate must successfully flip and land one water bottle.
  READ: At least one teammate must lay upside down on a table or set of chairs and read at least 

one word upside down.
  COUNT: At least one teammate must flip and land a plastic cone at least once. 

QUESTION | What if someone broke the rules?
  Anytime we watch or play in a competition, we expect things to be fair. In every game, there are rules that 

help us understand who wins or loses. And if the rules are broken, we expect there to be consequences.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond to the following questions.

  What are some ways the rules of the game could have been broken?
  How would you have reacted if any of those things had happened?
  If the rules had been broken, what consequences would you have wanted to see?

  In most competitions, the rules are clear — and so are the consequences for breaking those rules. We could 
lose points, our opponents could get an extra advantage, or we could be disqualified. 

  Having clear rules keeps the game fair and fun. The rules allow us to easily say what's "wrong" 
and "right." 

WEEK 4
TEACHING GUIDE

https://geni.us/BLx1T
https://geni.us/04vGA0j
https://geni.us/t2tp
https://geni.us/xRM88S
https://geni.us/xRM88S
https://geni.us/FFjwW
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  Having a clear punishment allows us to quickly and easily resolve a conflict. If someone breaks a 
rule, they're penalized, and the game continues. No hard feelings! (Usually.)

  But outside of the games we watch or play, real life is a little more complicated. There are plenty of times 
people do things that are wrong, hurtful, or annoying, but . . .

  They never really get punished for it.
  Or if they do get punished, it doesn't really solve the problem.

  When we've been wronged, and it feels like justice hasn't been served, it's understandable if we get a little 
angry about it.

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 1)
  Has anyone ever made you so angry you thought, "Ugh, I hope they get what they deserve — I hope they hit 

their elbow super hard, their pet hamster runs away, their social media accounts get hacked, and they spill a 
slushy all over themselves, all in the same day"?

  What's one ridiculous punishment you wish would happen to someone who's made you angry?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, prepare a large two-sided white board that can be flipped. 

On one side, write, draw, or use the Big Idea images provided in your Graphics & Video folder to display this 
week's Big Idea. When you're ready to teach, keep that side of the board hidden. On the blank side, write 
students' responses to the above question.

  For the last few weeks, we've been talking some of the things God has the power to flip upside down in 
our lives. As we wrap up our series today, we're going to talk about situations where someone has done 
something "wrong" — and what it means to make things "right" again.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

  Have you ever been punished for something that didn't seem fair? What happened?
 � Can you think of any wrongs that can be made right by someone getting punished? Can you 

think of any that can't?

STORY | Talk about a time you hurt someone you cared about (Part 1).
  When we're the ones who've been "wronged," we often convince ourselves punishing the person who hurt us will 

make things "right again." But when we're the ones who've messed up, it's funny how our perspective changes.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Begin to tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student tell a story) about a time 

you hurt someone you cared about in a way that required time and effort to repair. Share what happened and 
how the relationship was damaged. How did you wrong them? Did you face any punishment for what you did? 
Whether you did or not, why would a punishment not have been enough to make things right? Don't share if or 
how the relationship was restored yet. You'll finish telling this story later.

  So what do we do when a relationship has gone wrong? 
  When we're the ones who've wronged someone else, it's not always clear how to make things 

right again.
  And when we're the ones who've been wronged, we might want the person who hurt us to be 

punished in some way. That's "justice," after all . . . right?

https://geni.us/M6mH
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SCRIPTURE | Psalm 99:4-9 
  Throughout the Bible, you'll find a lot of talk about "justice." Scripture says God is a God of justice, invites us 

to act justly, and tells us Jesus came to rule the world with justice.
  But what does "justice" mean? That's a pretty important question because we humans have a 

history of getting this wrong. 
  Over and over again, God has invited us to think about "justice" differently. Scripture gives us a 

vision of justice that isn't just about punishing people for what they've done wrong. It's about 
something so much more.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 99:4-9.
  According to the author of this psalm, God:

  Loves justice.
  Is just.
  Is right. 
  Is holy.
  Punishes misdeeds.
  And is forgiving.

  We don't need to know everything about Jacob, Moses, Aaron, and Samuel to understand this passage, but 
we do need to know a few things.

  In this psalm, the author is inviting God's people to think back on their long history of trying (and 
often failing) to follow God.

  When they got things wrong, God often intervened to help set things right. But through it all, God 
didn't abandon them. God chose to forgive and restore their relationship instead. 

SCRIPTURE | Zechariah 7:9 
  There are so many passages in Scripture where God invites us to see "justice" not simply as "punishment" 

for doing something wrong, but as an invitation to make a relationship right again.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Zechariah 7:9.
  When God was wronged by us, God didn't simply try to punish us. Instead, God chose to do something more 

difficult: find a way to restore our relationship. That's God's definition of "justice." 
  In the same way, God invites us to show the same kind of justice to each other — not to simply punish each 

other when we hurt each other, but to find a way to restore our relationships through mercy and compassion.

SCRIPTURE | Romans 5:6-11
  When people wrong us, it's human nature to want to see them pay — to want justice. 

  Some people think God works like that too. They think God is just waiting for a chance to punish 
us for every horrible thing we've done. 

  But 2,000 years ago, God decided to flip that idea upside down by coming to earth as Jesus. 
  Rather than eagerly looking for ways to punish humanity for our wrongs, Jesus actually gave his 

life in order to heal and restore our relationship with God forever.
  Take a look at what the apostle Paul had to say about this in his letter to the Romans.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Romans 5:6-11.
  The good news of Jesus is this: we've all messed up and damaged our relationship with God, but Jesus 

came to make our wrongs right. 
  That doesn't mean Jesus showed up, excited to punish all of us in anger. That's not how God's 

justice works. In fact, in John 3:17, Jesus said he didn't come to condemn us, but to save and 
rescue us! 
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  Jesus came to restore our broken relationship with God through his forgiveness, mercy, and 
compassion.

  Paul says we were all once sinful, powerless, and even "enemies" of God. But God didn't treat us like enemies. 
God wasn't determined to punish us. Instead, God came to Earth and Jesus . . .

  Got close to us.
  Loved us.
  Gave everything he had for us.
  Did his part in restoring our relationship with God.

  Through Jesus, our relationship with God can be restored and reconciled. That's because God's definition 
of "justice" has always been about making wrong things right.

OBJECT LESSON | The Flip Board (Part 2)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Using the same two-sided white board you used earlier, flip it so the Big Idea is made visible.
  God's definition of "justice" has always been different from ours. While we've focused on rules and 

punishments, God has been inviting us to see something better.
  God's justice doesn't just punish in anger, but seeks to restore what's broken out of love. 
  God's justice isn't content to let broken things stay broken or wrong things stay wrong. God's 

justice is always looking to restore what's broken and right what's gone wrong.
  When we wronged God, Jesus made our relationship right again. And now he invites us to do the 

same for each other. That's how God flips our definition of justice. 

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

 � How is God's definition of justice often different from ours?
 � Why is it good news that God's definition of "justice" is more than just punishment?
  Instead of punishing us, how would you explain what Jesus did to restore our relationship with God?
  What are some reasons why our relationships with another person might need to be restored? 

Which of those situations have you personally experienced?

STORY | Talk about a time you hurt someone you cared about (Part 2).
  When someone hurts or angers us, we tend to ask questions like . . .

  Which rule was broken?
  Who broke it?
  What's their punishment?

  But God's justice (the kind that restores) asks different questions, like . . .
  Who was harmed?
  What relationship was damaged?
  How can we work together to make it right?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Return to your earlier story about a time you hurt someone you cared about, in a way that 
required time and effort to repair. This time, share how the relationship was restored. What steps did you both 
take toward restoration? What did you learn or observe in the process? 

 
  4
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  God's definition of "justice" makes love and restoration the goal — not punishment or revenge. Through 
Jesus, we can see our relationship with God restored. And through Jesus, we can also learn how to work 
toward restoration in our relationships with each other too.

REFLECTION | Restorative Justice: Practice Round
  "Restorative justice" is an idea we find all over Scripture, but that's not the only place we can find it! The kind 

of justice Jesus modeled for us is actively being used to right wrongs in the world around us right now! This 
kind of justice flips some of our ideas about justice upside down.

  It flips our focus: from punishment to healing.
  It flips our attention: from the person who caused harm to the people who were harmed.
  And for the person who caused the harm, it flips their next step: from being punished to taking 

responsibility.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the double-sided handouts provided in your Week 4 

folder. Place one under each seat, along with a pen. While you teach, guide your students through the following 
reflection, where they will reflect on a time they were hurt, then flip the page and reflect on a time they hurt 
someone else.

  To help us imagine what it could look like to experience justice that heals and restores (instead of just 
punish), let's reflect on some real situations that have actually happened to us. Then let's imagine new ways 
forward.

  THINK OF A TIME YOU WERE HURT. This should be a situation you remember well, but it 
shouldn't be one of the most hurtful things that has ever happened to you. 

  What happened?
  How do you feel about what happened?
  What did you think at the time?
  What have you thought about since?
  What has been the most difficult part?
  What would you need to feel better?
  What could they do to make it right?

  THINK OF A TIME YOU CAUSED HURT. This will probably be difficult, but it's so important to be 
honest with ourselves. We've all caused hurt, both to God and to others. But with Jesus, there is 
a way to right those wrongs!

  What happened?
  Who was there when it happened?
  What were you thinking at the time?
  Who was hurt by your actions?
  How do you think they've been affected?
  What could you do to make things right?
  What could you do to make sure it doesn't happen again?

RESPONSE | Justice in Action
  God's justice isn't content to let broken things stay broken or wrong things stay wrong. So this week, what 

would it look like for you to "flip" your own definition of "justice" so it looks more like God's? How can you 
work toward restoring something that has been broken or gone wrong . . .

  IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH SOMEONE ELSE? A moment ago, we imagined some ways to 
restore a relationship that has gone wrong, but how could you turn those ideas into action? How 
could you work toward God's definition of justice in those situations?

 
  5
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  IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD? Jesus came to restore your relationship with God, but how 
have you responded to him? Do you need to take another step toward him today like he took a 
step toward you? Remember, Jesus didn't come to Earth because he wanted to punish you for all 
the times you failed him, but to rescue, heal, and restore you. So how do you need Jesus to make 
your relationship with God right now?

  With God, "justice" is about something so much more beautiful than "punishment." It's about healing. That's 
how God flips our definition of justice. Today, what do you need God's help to heal and restore? 

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: If you have more than 15 students, skip this discussion time and save it for small groups! If 

you have fewer than 15 students, the starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them for middle schoolers. 

  Read Romans 12:19-21. What stands out to you in this passage and why? What questions do 
you have about it?

  Do you have any damaged relationships you'd like to see restored? What would it take to 
restore them?

 � Do you have any damaged relationships you don't want to see restored? What are some valid 
reasons to not rebuild a relationship that was broken?

  This week, what's one relationship (either with God or another person) you want to see 
restored? How can we support you?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
God flips our definition

of justice. 

BIBLE
Psalm 99:1-9; Zechariah 7:9;

Romans 5:6-11, 12:19-21

WEEK 4
DISCUSSION GUIDE

QUESTIONS

 z Have you ever been punished for something that didn't seem fair? What happened?
 z Can you think of any wrongs that can be made right by someone getting punished? Can you think 

of any that can't?
 z How is God's definition of justice often different from ours?
 z Why is it good news that God's definition of "justice" is more than just punishment?
 z Instead of punishing us, how would you explain what Jesus did to restore our relationship with God?
 z What are some reasons why our relationships with another person might need to be restored? 

Which of those situations have you personally experienced?
 z Read Romans 12:19-21. What stands out to you in this passage and why? What questions do you 

have about it?
 z Do you have any damaged relationships you'd like to see restored? What would it take to restore 

them?
 z Do you have any damaged relationships you don't want to see restored? What are some valid 

reasons to not rebuild a relationship that was broken?
 z This week, what's one relationship (either with God or another person) you want to see restored? 

How can we support you?



Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 6) ©2022 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he wasn’t exactly known for telling people what they wanted to hear. Jesus’ message 
was unlike any message people had ever heard before. He didn’t give shallow motivational speeches or feel-good 
sermons. He didn’t recycle the same messages other religious leaders were teaching. He flipped people’s ideas about 
God, the world, and themselves completely upside down — usually in uncomfortable ways. And that’s always how 
God’s words have worked! In this four-week series, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the Gospels with the words of the 
Old Testament prophets to see how God’s words have always challenged our understanding of what’s wrong or right, 
good or bad, and just or unjust. We’ll talk about how, both then and now, God flips our assumptions about who God 
values, our definition of righteousness, our understanding of what’s good enough, and our definition of justice.

BIG IDEA
God flips our definition

of justice. 

BIBLE
Psalm 99:1-9; Zechariah 7:9;

Romans 5:6-11, 12:19-21

WEEK 4
DISCUSSION GUIDE for middle schoolers

QUESTIONS

 z Have you ever been punished for something that didn't seem fair? What happened?
 z Instead of punishing us, how would you explain what Jesus did to restore our relationship with God?
 z What are some reasons why our relationships with another person might need to be restored? 

Which of those situations have you personally experienced?
 z Read Romans 12:19-21. What stands out to you in this passage and why? What questions do you 

have about it?
 z Do you have any damaged relationships you'd like to see restored? What would it take to restore 

them?
 z This week, what's one relationship (either with God or another person) you want to see restored? 

How can we support you?
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WEEK 1
Have you ever assumed something was true, but later found out you were, uh, totally wrong? Like when you assumed 
the gas puddles in your driveway were melted rainbows — until your fact-checker friend Googled it and told you you 
were trippin'. Yeah, we all make some wrong assumptions sometimes. Sometimes about gas puddles, sometimes 
about each other, and sometimes even about God. When Jesus was here on earth, he spent a lot of time correcting 
people's incorrect beliefs about God and each other. At that time, a lot of people were under the assumption God 
favored people who followed every religious law, seemed really holy, and had it all together. But in Jesus' famous 
Sermon on the Mount, he flipped all of that upside down. He said the most "blessed" people in God's kingdom are 
actually the poor. The grieving. The merciful. Not the most perfect, or popular, or richest, or the people with the best 
church attendance. Instead, God values the people most people don't. That's why I'm so glad Jesus flipped our 
assumptions about who God values.

WEEK 2
Okay, I know, the Bible has some really weird words in it — words we probably never use in our everyday lives, like 
salvation, sanctification, baptism, or righteousness. We only have a minute, so let's talk about just one of those words: 
righteousness. It means when someone or something is . . . well, right. Correct. Good in every way. Sometimes it's 
defined as "right living." But what does it mean to live "rightly"? Well that's exactly the question we humans have 
been trying to answer, and often getting wrong. Most of the time, it's because we reduce "righteousness" down to a 
checklist of religious laws and rituals, thinking if we follow them all perfectly, God will be happy with us. But that's not 
how God defines righteousness at all. With God, right living isn't about a perfect record of church attendance, prayer, 
and Bible-reading — not if you're not doing it out of love for God and others. God's righteousness isn't a religious to-
do list. It's an invitation to experience and reflect God's love. That's how God flips our definition of righteousness. 

ONE- MINUTE SERMONS

After you teach each week, we recommend filming a video of yourself re-teaching your message in one minute or 
less. Then post it on social media! We've written the beginnings of a script for you each week, and we've also filmed 
complete One-Minute Sermon Videos for you too, in partnership with Rescue a Generation. Make your own or post 
ours — whatever you want!

ONE-MINUTE
SERMON SCRIPTS

http://www.growcurriculum.org/OnTheFlipSide_1minVideos
https://www.rescueageneration.com/
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WEEK 3
Have you ever tried to get away with doing the absolute bare minimum? Like in gym class, I was supposed to "run a 
mile," but then I figured out I could get away with walking, if I just scrunched up my face and swung my arms kind 
of fast to look like I was trying. And it worked! Or, at least, it was "good enough." If we're honest, there are probably a 
lot of areas of our lives where we're trying to get away with doing what's "good enough," not just in school, but in our 
relationships and our faith too. In Matthew 5, Jesus preaches a sermon where he repeatedly says, "You've heard one 
thing, but here's what I say instead." He keeps flipping ideas on their heads to get us to think differently about what 
God wants from us. One of those ideas is about how we treat each other. "If someone asks you to walk with them a 
mile," he said, "walk two." Because when it comes to loving others, Jesus flipped our understanding of what’s good 
enough.

WEEK 4
Has anyone ever made you so mad that you were like, "Ugh, I hope they get what they deserve. I hope they hit their 
elbow super hard, their pet hamster runs away, their social media accounts get hacked, and they spill a slushy all over 
themselves, all in the same day." Look, when people wrong us, it's human nature to want to see them pay — to want 
justice. Some people think God works like that too. They think God is just waiting for a chance to punish us for every 
horrible thing we've done. But 2,000 years ago, God decided to flip that idea upside down by coming to earth as a 
man named Jesus. Rather than running around punishing humanity for our wrongs, he actually gave his life in order 
to heal and restore our relationship with God. And that's how God's justice works. It doesn't just punish in anger, but 
seeks to restore what's broken out of love. And then God invites us to do the same for each other. That's how God 
flips our definition of justice. 
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MARKETING
CHECKLIST

BEFORE THE SERIES

Print your Series Promo Poster and Series Promo Cards and display them where families and volunteers 
can see them.

Customize your Volunteer Hub and Parent Hub web pages for this series.

Customize and send the Parent Email for this series.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 1 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

Review the suggested Social Media Posts and Captions for this series. 

Post the Bumper Video on social media with this caption:

We're starting a new series this week about all the ways God flips things upside down in our lives. See you there!

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 1

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 1 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, this week we talked about who God values — and the answer might be surprising. Here's a recap!

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 1 on social media and/or send with this caption:

Remember, in Jesus' upside-down Kingdom, it's not the most perfect, popular, richest, or most frequent church-attenders who 
are most valued by God. Jesus shows us we are all valued — and to make that point, he puts special attention on the people who 
are usually the most under-valued. 

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 2 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO
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AFTER WEEK 2

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 2 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, this week we got a new perspective on what "righteousness" really is. Here's a recap!

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 2 on social media with this caption:

Remember, none of us can be totally "righteous" all the time or in our own strength. That's why we need Jesus so much. Jesus not 
only gives us an example of what love looks like — his Spirit also transforms and helps us love.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 3 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 3

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 3 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, this week we talked about how love "goes the extra mile" for others. Here's a recap!

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 3 on social media with this caption:

Remember, the kind of love Jesus invites us to extend to others is bigger than anything we're capable of giving on our own. For 
that kind of love, we need God's help, guidance, and Spirit.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 4 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 4

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 4 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, this week we talked about what we mean when we say God love "justice." Here's a recap!

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 4 on social media with this caption:

Remember, God's justice isn't content to let broken things stay broken or wrong things stay wrong. So how can you work toward 
restoring something that has been broken this week?

Get ready for the next series!

 TO DO
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BUMPER VIDEO
We're starting a new series this week about 
all the ways God flips things upside down in 

our lives. See you there!

TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 1)
In case you missed it, this week we talked 
about who God values — and the answer 

might be surprising. Here's a recap!

BIG IDEA (WEEK 1)
Remember, in Jesus' upside-down 

Kingdom, it's not the most perfect, popular, 
richest, or most frequent church-attenders 
who are most valued by God. Jesus shows 

us we are all valued — and to make that 
point, he puts special attention on the 

people who are usually the most under-
valued. 

TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 2)
In case you missed it, this week we got a 
new perspective on what "righteousness" 

really is. Here's a recap!

BIG IDEA (WEEK 2)
Remember, none of us can be totally 
"righteous" all the time or in our own 

strength. That's why we need Jesus so 
much. Jesus not only gives us an example 

of what love looks like — his Spirit also 
transforms and helps us love.

SOCIAL MEDIA
POSTS & CAPTIONS

Need some help deciding what to post on social media before and during this series? Here's our suggestion: each 
week, share the media we've provided in your Graphics and Videos folder using the captions below.

BEFORE THE SERIES AFTER WEEK 1 AFTER WEEK 2
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TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 3)
In case you missed it, this week we talked 
about how love "goes the extra mile" for 

others. Here's a recap!

BIG IDEA (WEEK 3)
Remember, the kind of love Jesus invites us 
to extend to others is bigger than anything 

we're capable of giving on our own. For that 
kind of love, we need God's help, guidance, 

and Spirit.

TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 4)
In case you missed it, this week we talked 

about what we mean when we say God love 
"justice." Here's a recap!

BIG IDEA (WEEK 4)
Remember, God's justice isn't content to let 
broken things stay broken or wrong things 
stay wrong. So how can you work toward 
restoring something that has been broken 

this week?

AFTER WEEK 3 AFTER WEEK 4
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