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If you’re reading this you’re probably living in a place where it’s OK to be a 
Christian. You’re probably in a city or a community where your faith isn’t go-
ing to get you killed, beaten, or put in jail. Because of this, it’s often difficult 
for us to relate to people who experience great persecution, whether in the 
Bible or in our world today.

Jeremiah was in a bind. He was stuck in the very difficult place between 
being called by God to be a prophet to the Israelites and being faced with 
the penalty of being persecuted if he were to open his mouth. For Jeremiah, 
this wasn’t even a real option. He says that if he were to be quiet and not tell 
about the God who called him, then it would be like the insides of his bones 
were on fire. There’s no way he could keep something that powerful inside 
him. Is God’s presence that strong in your life? Are there things that you’ve 
experienced with God that are so powerful there’s no way that you can keep 
it in? Many of us, if we were truthful, would answer no. I don’t think this is be-
cause God isn’t active in your life. I think it’s because you haven’t really spent 
time thinking about things like God’s grace, mercy and love. 

Jeremiah is describing passion, a passion that can’t be contained. This pas-
sion is a gift from God. Seek it out. 

Go and Do
This week go and ask five people who are close to you to name a few things 
they see you being passionate about. Ask them to try to be as specific as 
possible. Take these lists and compare them to each other. Do you see some 
common answers emerging? God instills in us natural passions for certain 
things. As you discover them, spend time fostering that passion, thinking 
about why God created that in you. 




