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http://www.growcurriculum.org/Rad_Graphics
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6Olzh14vPGKFfmr0hZjEeL?si=164a9e66a589462f
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
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http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Game3
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Game4
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ABOUT THIS SERIES

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. 
And they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status 
quo and changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, 
we’ll look at four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might 
seem simple, but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our 
words, and fight for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THIS SERIES AT A GLANCE

WEEK 1
In this week, we'll look at how to love others through 
James' instructions to be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to get angry. 

  THE BIG IDEA: Radical people listen more than 
they speak.

  THE BIBLE: James 1:19-21; Psalm 15; Luke 
10:25-28

  THE BUILDING BLOCKS: Poll, Activity, Video, 
Image, Question, Story, Discussion, Object Lesson

WEEK 2
In this week, we'll look at how to love others through 
James' instructions on how to treat everyone with 
equity.

  THE BIG IDEA: Radical people don't play 
favorites.

  THE BIBLE: James 2:1-17; Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 
22-23; Romans 2:11

  THE BUILDING BLOCKS: Activity, Poll, Images, 
Video, Question, Story, Reflection, Discussion

WEEK 3
In this week, we'll look at how to love others 
through James' instructions about the power of 
the tongue.

  THE BIG IDEA: Radical people watch their 
words.

  THE BIBLE: James 3:1-12; Mark 7:1-8; Luke 
6:27-28

  THE BUILDING BLOCKS: Activity, Video, Poll, Story, 
Images, Object Lessons, Response, Discussion

WEEK 4
In this week, we'll look at how to love others through 
James' instructions to be peacemakers through 
conflict. 

  THE BIG IDEA: Radical people fight for peace.
  THE BIBLE: James 3:16-18, 4:1-3; Matthew 5:9; 

Hebrews 12:14a
  THE BUILDING BLOCKS: Activity, Video, Poll, 

Question, Story, Response, Discussion

NOTES: Because this series is all about loving others, we suggest using your Small Group Party 
Kits during this series, the Fall Discipleship Activity included in the Discipleship section of 
this volume of Grow Students. Take a look, if you haven't already!
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HOW TO PROGRAM FOR THIS SERIES
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Outside of your teaching time, we have a few programming ideas to help this series really come to life — 
everything from how to design your room, to which games to play, to what music to play and sing.

If you lived through the 90s, this is your time to show 
your students why this decade was the best time to be 
alive! First, you’ll need a backdrop. There are tons of ways 
to create a backdrop that you can re-use multiple times 
each year. Check out this post for a list of ideas. For 
this series, we recommend using either large panels of 
plywood, foam insulation boards, or refrigerator boxes.

If you want to match our series graphic, paint 
half of the backdrop pink and the other half blue. 
Then on a tall bistro table like this one, place 
an old 90s or early 2000s tube TV — the bigger  
the better! You can find them on Craigslist, Facebook 
Marketplace, or your local thrift store . . . but let’s be 
real, your church probably has one in a storage closet 
somewhere.

ROOM DESIGN 

On the TV, display the Rad series graphic. For 
an analog solution, spray paint the word “rad” 
on your TV screen or print the series graphic 
and tape it to the TV screen. For a more 
technical solution, you’ll need a computer 
with an HDMI output and an adapter like 
this. Display the image on the TV by opening 
the image full-screen on your computer and 
mirroring your screen onto the TV.

To complete the 90s vibe, add some VHS 
tapes or 90s-style shapes to the backdrop. 
You can do this by cutting shapes out of 
colorful construction paper and pasting 
them onto your backdrop, using this 

backdrop or our series graphic 
for inspiration. Or visit your local 
thrift store and find the covers 
of a handful of classic 90s 
movies on VHS and glue them 
to the backdrop surrounding 
the TV. Shout out to Billy Bryant, 
who inspired this idea with his 
Facebook post in the Stuff You 
Can Use Facebook group!

https://stuffyoucanuse.org/6-ways-to-make-a-backdrop-for-your-youth-room/
https://geni.us/uAfT2aL
https://growcurriculum.org/Old90sTV
https://geni.us/9po7ENx
https://geni.us/9po7ENx
https://geni.us/bbpi7LB
https://geni.us/bbpi7LB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stuffyoucanuse.org/permalink/2808822579402833
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We give you editable graphics so you can make 
everything your own! If you’re going to edit our 
graphics or create something brand new . . .

Use this font! 

VANGUARD CF 
Download this font here!

And use these colors!

GRAPHIC DESIGN

HEX #F89B28
CMYK: 0/46/95/0

HEX #E1448F
CMYK: 6/87/7/0

HEX #547DFF
CMYK: 69/54/0/0

HEX #36F1DF
CMYK: 54/0/24/0

HEX #820035
CMYK: 32/100/64/33

In addition to any music you might see woven 
throughout your teaching time, you'll probably want 
to have a time of worship with your students.

Here are a few worship songs that tie into this 
month's theme of loving others by focusing on 
God's love and how to share it.

  "Radical" (Ecclesia)
  "Love Has a Name" (KJ Scriven)
  "Not Just for Me" (Common Hymnal)
  "All Because of Love" (Victory House Worship)
  "Father's Love" (Futures)
  "Love Is a Miracle" (Maverick City Music)
   "Your Love" (Futures)
  "You Are My Peace" (Housefires)
  "All I Can Offer" (Limitless Worship)
  "Awesome God" (choose your favorite cover, 

but the 90s original comes from Rich Mullins!)

We’ve added these songs to our Grow Students 
(Volume 5) Spotify playlist for your personal use 
only, according to Spotify’s terms and conditions. 
For more information on how to use copyrighted 
music in your services legally, read this!

And if you want to sing or sample a non-worship song 
or two (maybe as an opener, a closer, a bonus song 
during your program), try some of these 90s hits . . .

  "Gettin' Jiggy Wit It" (Will Smith)
  "I Will Always Love You" (Whitney Houston)
  "Lean On Me" (Bill Withers)
  "As Long as You Love Me" (Backstreet Boys)
  "My Heart Will Go On" (Celine Dion)
  "Wonderwall" (Oasis)
  "What Would Jesus Do" (Big Tent Revival)

For more fun (and clean) song suggestions, check 
out all of our Spotify playlists for your personal use 
only, according to Spotify’s terms and conditions. 
For more information on how to use copyrighted 
music in your services legally, read this!

MUSIC

https://ifonts.xyz/tag/vanguard-cf
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6Olzh14vPGKFfmr0hZjEeL?si=164a9e66a589462f
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6Olzh14vPGKFfmr0hZjEeL?si=164a9e66a589462f
https://www.spotify.com/us/legal/end-user-agreement/
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6Olzh14vPGKFfmr0hZjEeL?si=164a9e66a589462f
https://www.spotify.com/us/legal/end-user-agreement/
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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HOW TO PREP FOR THIS SERIES

WEEK 1:
 { A Walkman, boombox, or portable CD player
 { Headphones
 { A playlist of 90s music
 { A short clip from a video like this one from The 

Fresh Prince of Bel Air
 { A short clip from a video like this one from The 

Fresh Prince of Bel Air
 { An image of the book of James (like this, this, or this)
 { A white board, chalk board, or bulletin board
 { WWJD? bracelets

WEEK 2:
 { 90s-inspired clothing and accessories
 { Images of 90s fashion trends
 { Images of Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen from the 

90s
 { A short clip from the Full House theme song 

from a video like this one
 { A short clip from Full House from a video like 

this one
 { The handouts provided in your Week 2 folder
 { Pens
 { Instrumental music or a relevant worship song

WEEK 3:
 { A 90s-themed word search using a word search 

generator
 { Poster board
 { Jumbo permanent markers
 { Tape
 { Highlighters or crayons
 { A short clip from a video like this or this from 

Family Matters
 { A short clip like this one from Family Matters
 { Someone with a tattoo (or an image of a tattoo)
 { A pair of binoculars
 { The handouts provided in your Week 3 folder
 { Pens
 { Custom temporary tattoos with the Big Idea
 { Super sour Warheads

WEEK 4:
 { A white board or screen
 { Two buzzers
 { A short clip from Saved by the Bell like this one

WHAT TO GET
If you want to try all of our suggestions for this series, here’s what you’ll need to buy, borrow, Google, or dig 
for in your storage closet . . .

If you have a designated time for games before 
your worship and teaching time, we have a few 
suggestions for games you can play . . .

  Screen Cap: 90s Movies
  Figure It Out
  Get The Picture
  Double Dare

Since this series is all about the 90s these games 
are . . . uh, all about the 90s too. To get the 
instructions and graphics for each game, click 
the links or visit the Games section of your Grow 
Students dashboard.

GAMES by Jeremiah Herring, Tyler Grant & Jordan Floro

https://geni.us/n4ZODJ
https://geni.us/B19l
https://geni.us/IGQBt
https://growcurriculum.org/WillSmithLipSyncs
https://growcurriculum.org/JazzyThrownOut
https://growcurriculum.org/JamesImage
https://growcurriculum.org/PageOfJames
https://growcurriculum.org/PageOfJames2
https://geni.us/irknr
https://growcurriculum.org/MaryKate&AshleyOlsen
https://growcurriculum.org/MaryKate&AshleyOlsen
https://growcurriculum.org/FullHouseIntro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7padX7nLNgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7padX7nLNgA
https://growcurriculum.org/WordSearchGenerator
https://growcurriculum.org/WordSearchGenerator
https://geni.us/k9zDF
https://geni.us/A0Ffg
https://growcurriculum.org/DidIDoThat
https://growcurriculum.org/DidIDoThat10000
https://growcurriculum.org/FuffnerAndUrkle
https://growcurriculum.org/Tattoo
https://geni.us/AXEdX
https://growcurriculum.org/CustomTattoos
https://geni.us/DDRW
https://geni.us/CcbT
https://growcurriculum.org/SavedByTheBell
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Game1
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Game2
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Game3
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Game4
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WHAT TO MAKE
WEEK 1:

 { Make a list of 90s hit songs students would 
recognize and make them playable on a 
Walkman, boombox, or portable CD player.

WEEK 2:
 { Print and cut the handouts provided in your 

Week 2 folder. Place one under each seat, along 
with a pen.

WEEK 3:
 { Create a 90s-themed word search using a 

word search generator and the word bank we 
provided in your teaching guide. Then duplicate 
it using several pieces of poster board and 
jumbo permanent markers.

 { Print and cut the handouts provided in your 
Week 3 folder. Place one under each seat, along 
with a pen.

  TEACHING: Add your own stories, jokes, and 
any pop culture references that make sense for 
your group. You can edit each message using 
the Word documents provided or the Grow 
Message Builder.

  SMALL GROUP: If you make any changes 
to your teaching, make sure your small group 
questions reflect those changes. You can edit 
these using the Word documents provided.

  APP: If you make changes to your teaching or 
small group questions, don't forget to update 
your content in the Grow App for your team!

  GRAPHICS: We’ve provided graphics in your 
Graphics & Video folder already, but we’ve also 
provided a blank slide in case you need to make 
your own.

  EMAILS: Customize and send the volunteer and 
parent emails we've provided for this series.

WHAT TO CUSTOMIZE
You know your students better than we do, so there are probably some things you'd like to change about this 
series before you start teaching. Here's what you'll need to update if you make changes . . . 

https://growcurriculum.org/WordSearchGenerator
https://geni.us/k9zDF
https://geni.us/A0Ffg
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
http://growcurriculum.org/GrowApp
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_Graphics
http://growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
http://growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
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  STUDENTS: Throughout the month, post the 
Graphics & Video we've provided on social 
media, like the Big Idea images and Bumper 
Video. Post the One-Minute Sermon Videos 
we've provided or use the One-Minute Sermon 
Scripts to film a recap video each week and 
post it on social media.

  FAMILIES: Before you begin teaching this series, 
send families the Parent Email we've provided 
(after you've customized it for your ministry, 
of course). After each week of the series, 
post the Big Idea images wherever you talk to 
families online. You can also copy and paste the 
social media examples we've included in your  
Social Media Posts.

  VOLUNTEERS: Before you teach each week of 
this series, send volunteers the weekly Volunteer 
Emails we've provided (after you've customized 
it for your ministry, of course). Before each week 
of the series, post the Big Idea images wherever 
you talk to volunteers online. You can also copy 
and paste the social media posts we've included 
in your Social Media Posts.

WHAT TO COMMUNICATE
To make sure your students, volunteers, and families are in the loop . . .

For a more in-depth digital communication strategy, customize the Social Media Plan spreadsheet we've 
provided. And hey! When you post on social media, don't forget to use the #growcurriculum hashtag to 
share your ideas and stories with our team and with other churches who are using Grow!

http://growcurriculum.org/Royals_Graphics
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_1minVideos
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_SocialMediaPosts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_S5
http://growcurriculum.org/Rad_SocialMediaPosts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/SocialMediaPlan_S5
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HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES

Every ministry is different. Whether you’re teaching middle schoolers, high schoolers, teenagers with special 
needs, or all three, here’s how to hack this series to fit your unique and diverse audience.

HACKS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS by Eddie Witkowski and Heather Kenison

   REVISE
To make this series more 
accessible for middle 
schoolers, here's what to 
adjust . . 

In Week 3, revise the 
object lesson on tattoos by 
adding a little clarification. 
Because middle schoolers 
still think fairly concretely, 
some students might 
interpret this object lesson 
as a condemnation of 
tattoos, unless you tell 
them otherwise. If that's 
a concern, try sharing the 
meaning behind a symbolic 
or important tattoo, or simply 
clarify your position.

In Week 4, revise the Peace 
Be With You response by 
making it more fun! Instead 
of simply shaking hands or 
hugging, tell them to high-
five and fist bump each other 
as they pass the peace. Just 
make sure you are all finished 
with your teaching, because 
once you do this response, it’ll 
be hard to regain their focus.

   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap for 
something else . . . 

In Week 3, replace the object lesson on binoculars with a 
microscope. Most middle schoolers will have handled or 
interacted with a microscope in school, but may not be familiar 
with binoculars. Make it interactive by placing something 
relevant under the microscope (like a scrap of paper that says 
"words" on it) and letting them inspect it.

   REMEMBER
Especially in Week 1, remember that middle schoolers 
know what it’s like to not be listened to. Because of their 
age and stage of development, this may be a conscious or 
unconscious frustration. Remind your volunteers that when 
middle schoolers talk too much, interrupt, or even fabricate 
stories to gain attention, it may be related to this frustration. 
That's why it's so important for adults to listen to middle 
schoolers as we encourage them to listen to others.

Throughout this series, remember that middle schoolers 
struggle to control or name strong emotions. Because 
this series deals with interpersonal relationships, it's a great 
opportunity to help middle schoolers learn how to talk about 
their emotions during conflict with others. Because of what's 
happening in their bodies and brains, middle schoolers are 
experiencing a lot of strong emotions and don't yet have the 
ability to navigate them. Normalize and help process those 
strong emotions by helping them name their feelings by asking 
questions like, “Have you ever been really angry or sad, but you 
didn’t even know why?”
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   REVISE
To make this series 
more accessible for high  
schoolers, here's what to 
adjust . . 

In Week 1, revise the Radical 
Listening Brainstorm by 
removing speaking from 
the discussion. Give your 
high schoolers a chance 
to be "slow to speak" by 
expressing themselves in 
other more creative ways. 
Have them write, draw, 
act, use Play-Doh, dance, 
or try learning and using 
sign language instead of 
speaking.

In Week 2, revise the 
How Not to Play Favorites 
reflection by adding more 
challenging examples. In 
the "Remember" section 
of this reflection time, add 
more examples of things that 
divide us, such as skin color, 
ethnic groups, geographic 
locations, neighborhoods, 
social groups, or stereotypes. 
In the "Ask" section, revisit 
those examples as you invite 
high schoolers to reflect 
on how they have shown 
favoritism based on those 
distinctions.

   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap for 
something else . . . 

In Week 3, swap the Watching (and Writing) Your Words 
response with a time of intentional question-asking. Instead 
of a private time of reflection, turn this into a group discussion 
inspired by a therapy exercise. Have high schoolers split into 
pairs, where they can explore how they can better express 
their feelings by talking through their feelings. Use the same 
questions and content provided in the original response section 
but allow students to actually practice communicating about 
how they feel, naming their emotions, and working together 
to identify more helpful ways of expressing themselves. Give 
them examples of healthy ways to express their feelings along 
the way.

In Week 4, replace your personal story with a story about 
a time when you needed to disrupt peace in order to 
make peace. It's important to help high schoolers see that 
peacemaking is not the same as peace-keeping. Peacemakers 
don't avoid talking about hard issues. They are willing to take 
stands, be vocal, and embrace conflict when needed, while 
learning how to handle those difficult conversations and 
actions peacefully.

   REMEMBER
Throughout this series, remember to pay attention to the 
social dynamics of your group. Within your ministry, there 
are likely complex relationships, histories, tensions, and 
differences between your students. Whether you're talking 
about listening to each other, not playing favorites, watching 
your words, or making peace, these subjects will likely not be 
abstract or impersonal. Your students may have to engage in 
a conversation about a topic that directly impacts them and 
another student in the conversation. With this in mind, some 
of these conversations could be uncomfortable, and follow-
up conversations may sometimes need to be had, so it's 
important to prepare your volunteers well in advance.
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HACKS FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS  
by Addison Roberts and Stephanie Newland

   REVISE
To make this series more accessible for 
students with special needs, here's what 
to adjust . . 

  Instead of simply reading key passages 
of Scripture, revise your approach 
for students with special needs by 
creating additional visuals. Resources 
like Boardmaker can help you pair each 
word from the passage with an image 
that represents it. This is often best for 
any visual learners or non-readers.

  In Week 2, revise the activity Different, 
But Made by God by directly addressing 
students with special needs. In this 
moment, you have a unique ability to 
speak directly to, and about, young people 
who are often excluded because of their 
disabilities.

  In Week 3, revise the Life-Sized Word 
Search With Friends activity by creating 
new ways for students to participate. If 
any of your students are visually impaired 
or unable to complete this activity 
because of other limitations or disabilities, 
invite them to participate by being the 
judge, timekeeper, or "mastermind" who 
tells their teammates where to go.

   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to 
swap for something else . . . 

  In Week 3, replace the Tattoos and Warheads 
candy handouts. If students in your ministry 
have allergies, dye sensitivities, or feeding issues, 
try replacing the candy handouts with something 
else, like a live demonstration of one person 
eating the sour candy, or natural sweet and sour 
foods like lemon and orange slices. Or just skip it 
entirely!

   REMEMBER
  Remember, group games may get too loud for 

our friends with certain kinds of special needs. 
During the opening activities in each week of this 
series, provide these students with headphones 
or ear plugs to ease their sensitivity to the loud 
music and sounds.

  Throughout this series, be mindful of how some 
students will interpret the 90s slang you're using. 
Some students with special needs may interpret 
phrases like "talk to the hand" literally. Be ready to 
unpack these phrases as you teach so you don’t 
lose students in translation, or ask a student to 
come to the front so you can demonstrate what 
the phrase means.

https://growcurriculum.org/Boardmaker
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David Magallanes has been in youth ministry for ten years and 
now oversees the development of Grow Students Curriculum 
— you know, the one you’re using right now. He’s a first 
generation Mexican-American who grew up learning Spanish 
before he learned English. His favorite dessert is his mom’s 
tres leches cake and he’ll never say no to pizza. If you’d like  
to chat with David about movies, ministry, developing sermons, 

or Underoath, reach out! He’d love to connect with you!

CONNECT WITH DAVID!
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DEVOTIONAL 
FOR VOLUNTEERS

WEEK 1: Radical people listen more 
than they speak. (James 1:19-21; Psalm 
15; Luke 10:25-28)

WEEK 2: Radical people don't play 
favorites. (James 2:1-17; Proverbs 22:1-
2, 8-9, 22-23; Romans 2:11)

WEEK 3: Radical people watch their 
words. (James 3:1-12; Mark 7:1-8; Luke 
6:27-28)

WEEK 4: Radical people fight for peace. 
(James 3:16-18, 4:1-3; Matthew 5:9; 
Hebrews 12:14a)

STUDY
People spend huge amounts of time learning 
how to fit in. We grow up learning about the 
value of first impressions. We know how to 
adapt our appearance and behaviors to match 
where we want to fit in most. The temptation we 
experience is usually one that leads us to blend in 
with our surroundings versus stand out. And yet, 
we don't feel honest living this way.  The writer of 
James comes to us with a perspective inviting 
us to be different, the kinds of people who listen 
more than they speak, don't play favorites, who 
pay attention to their words and fight for peace.

To get ready for this series, spend a few minutes 
reading the perspective you'll be sharing with 
students this month. As you do, think about 
what God has taught you (and is still teaching 
you) through these passages, and how these 
Big Ideas have been true in your life.

PRAY
Think about a time when you intentionally 
attempted to be different. How did that go for 
you? Think about a time you attempted to blend 
in and traded in your ideas, values, or personality 
for the sake of the culture around you. How did 
that feel? 

Which passage of Scripture or Big Idea from 
this month is most relevant to you right now? 
Spend a few minutes asking God to show you 
how you've already grown in this area, plus 
the next step you need to take in order to keep 
growing.

 GROW
You can probably list quite a few areas where 
you could stand out more than you blend in but 
think about the message James is giving you 
and pick one that you could be more intentional 
about noticing and redirecting your behavior. Do 
you need to practice listening more? Are there 
people you gravitate to that lead you to showing 
favoritism or excluding others? Is it time to take 
inventory of the types and tones of words you 
use? Perhaps it's time for you to speak up for 
peace in a situation you know of. Choose 

Think about what your next step could be  
and choose it right now. Then help students do 
the same.
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people listen more 

than they speak.

THE BIBLE
James 1:19-21; Psalm 15; 

Luke 10:25-28

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

POLL | Would You Say It?
  In this series, we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was pretty “rad.” But since 

none of you were around in the 90s, let me give you a history lesson. I’ll teach you some 90s 
slang and then you can vote on whether or not we should bring it back.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read and define a handful of phrases from the 90s. Then have students vote 
on whether or not it’s a phrase they would use by raising their hands, standing up, cheering, or 
running to a spot in the room that you designate. You might use words or phrases like . . .

  “Sup?”
  “Fly.”
  “You go, girl.”
  “Talk to the hand.”
  “All that and a bag of chips.”
  “Home skillet.”
  “Booyah!”
  “Aiight.”
  “Da bomb.”
  “Phat.”
  “No duh.”

WEEK 1
SERMON GUIDE
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ACTIVITY | Humdinger: 90s Edition
  Now that we’ve covered the 90s iconic 90s slang, let’s cover its iconic music.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, make a list of 90s hits students would recognize, create a 

playlist of those songs, and have a pair of headphones ready. (For extra 90s vibes, use a Walkman, 
boombox, or portable CD player.) To play, bring one or more students to the front of the room to be 
your “hummers,” while the remaining students guess the songs they’re humming. For each round, 
put 30 seconds on the clock, give one of your hummers the headphones, and have them hum the 
song they hear until the crowd guesses correctly or time runs out. Here are a few suggestions . . .

  “I Want it That Way” (Backstreet Boys)
  “Waterfalls” (TLC)
  “The Boy is Mine” (Brandy & Monica)
  “MMMbop” (Hanson)
  “Baby One More Time” (Britney Spears)
  “I Will Always Love You” (Whitney Houston)
  “Jesus Freak” (DC Talk)

  Does anyone else find this game fun and frustrating? 
  If you were a hummer, you probably thought, “Come on! It’s obvious! Why aren’t you 

listening?”
  If you were a listener, you may have thought, “I’m listening, but I have no idea what 

you’re trying to say!”
  Maybe one of the reasons this game is so funny is because we all struggle to communicate 

sometimes.

VIDEO | The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Will Lip Syncs
  Sometimes, our problem is listening.

  We struggle to listen to others.
  We feel like no one is listening to us.

  Has anyone ever watched The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air? It’s a classic 90s sit-com about a kid from 
Philly who goes to live with his rich relatives. There’s one scene where Will is desperate to get his 
uncle Phil to listen to him — so desperate that he does this . . .

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from a video like this one (0:09-1:09) of Will 
lip syncing at his uncle Phil. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for 
educational purposes, read this!

VIDEO | The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Jazz Gets Thrown Out
  Sometimes, our problem is listening, but other times, our problem is speaking.
  In The Fresh Prince, Will’s best friend Jazz talks a lot. He always has a joke, comment, or 

comeback ready, but his mouth often gets him in trouble. Every time he says something that 
crosses the line, he gets thrown out of the house — literally.

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from a video like this one (0:00-0:20) of 
Jazz repeatedly getting thrown out of the house. For more information on how to legally use 
copyrighted material for educational purposes, read this!

https://geni.us/n4ZODJ
https://geni.us/B19l
https://geni.us/IGQBt
https://growcurriculum.org/WillSmithLipSyncs
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://growcurriculum.org/JazzyThrownOut
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright


RAD | WEEK 1 SERMON GUIDE   

Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2021 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

 
  3

POLL | What About You?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by raising their hands.
  So what about you? 

  Have you ever felt like you weren’t being listened to?
  Do you think anyone has ever felt like you weren’t listening to them?
  Do you know anyone whose words get them into trouble? (Is it you?)
  Have you ever said something because you were angry that you later regretted?
  Have you ever wished you had listened a little bit more than you had spoken?

  Today, we’re going to talk about talking and listening. Because, as we’ll see, God has something 
to say about how we communicate with each other, and it’s pretty radical.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

THAT’S RAD
  In the 90s, “radical” meant “cool.” The word “radical” sometimes has negative connotations. 

People with extreme or dangerous views (especially when it comes to politics or religion) are 
often called “radical.”

  But “radical” has a positive meaning too! If you’re radical, you might . . . 
  Not be content with the status quo.
  Be a little different from everyone else.
  Be committed to changing the world for good.

  Did you know Jesus was accused of being “radical?” No one used that exact word 2,000 years 
ago, but there were plenty of people who thought Jesus’ message was too different, extreme, 
or revolutionary. 

  What Jesus said about God’s love was radical.
  How Jesus told us to love each other was radical too.

IMAGE | The Book of James
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show an image of the book of James on screen — either a modern Bible open 

to James (like this) or an image of an early manuscript (like this or this).
  If we were looking in the Bible for practical advice on how to be radically different from the rest 

of the world, we might end up in the book of James. 
  This “book” is a letter written by James, Jesus’ brother. Because they grew up 

together, Jesus was a big influence on James’ life.
  The book of James is packed with the teachings of Jesus, but James usually 

summarizes Jesus instead of quoting Him directly. James knew Jesus’ teachings 
so well that retelling Jesus’ messages in his own words was easy.

SCRIPTURE | James 1:19-20
  James is known for its straightforward instructions for how to follow Jesus. These teachings 

might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change.

https://growcurriculum.org/JamesImage
https://growcurriculum.org/PageOfJames
https://growcurriculum.org/PageOfJames2
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 1:19-20.
  James says to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. These instructions are 

easy to understand, but not so easy to do, because they go against our human nature. 
  Be quick to listen? But the average human only has an eight-second attention span.
  Be slow to speak? But we all want to share our thoughts and opinions! After all, 

we’re usually right . . . right?
  Be slow to get angry? But how are we supposed to control that?

  Most of the time, we’re slow to listen, quick to speak, and quick to get angry. 
  Instead of listening to others, we’re consumed with our own lives, thoughts, wants, 

worries, and insecurities.
  Instead of being careful with our words, we say things that cause hurt and pain, or 

try to show we’re smarter or more right than someone else.
  Instead of managing our emotions wisely, we let our feelings of defensiveness, 

frustration, and anger control how we treat people.
  James says this isn’t what God says is right or “righteous.” It’s certainly not loving. If you want 

to know what is right or loving in God’s eyes, look to Jesus. 
  He was quick to listen. Jesus listened carefully to others and asked great questions.
  He was slow to speak. Even when He was asked a question, Jesus often asked 

more questions of His own before giving an answer.
  He was slow to get angry. Jesus did get angry sometimes, but never over the petty things 

we get angry about. He was patient and generous with people — even His “enemies.”
  When we love others like Jesus loves, it has the power to change us, others, and the world in 

radical ways.

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 15
  But that’s not all. When we love others like Jesus loves, it has a radical impact on our relationship 

with God too.
  Jesus often quoted the book of Psalms, a collection of prayers and songs written many years 

before Jesus came to earth. Psalm 15 talks to us about how we can be close to God. Listen 
carefully to see if you can hear any similarities to what James wrote.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 15.

QUESTION | What did you hear?
  Did you notice any similarities between the words of David and the words of James? What did 

you hear?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  David says people who want to be close to God don’t speak poorly of others, don’t harm others, 

and do speak truth. This sounds a lot like what James said. 
  Can you imagine how your relationship with God might change if you tried to be 

more like Jesus in this way? Through Jesus, we can have a relationship with God no 
matter what we’ve done. But like the psalmist wrote, it’s hard to feel close with God 
when you’re mistreating the people God made and loves.
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  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if 
everyone treated each other this way? If we were slower to speak or get angry, and 
quicker to listen, the change would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how 
to love like Jesus: radical people listen more than they speak.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Talk about a time someone listened to you.
  You probably can’t change the whole world, but you can show others the radical love of Jesus 

just by listening.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) about 

a time when someone loved you by listening to you. Maybe they listened to your perspective 
during a disagreement, or took time to get to know you when you felt alone, or checked on you 
during a difficult time. Share how that simple act made a big difference.

  It might seem insignificant, but how many great listeners do you really know? Learning to listen 
is an act love that’s actually pretty radical.

DISCUSSION | A Radical Listening Brainstorm
  There are so many ways to James’ words into practice, but today I want us to focus on listening, 

because . . . 
  When we’re busy listening, we’re not busy speaking.
  When we take time to listen, our anger has time to subside.

  INSTRUCTIONS: On a white board, chalk board, or bulletin board, brainstorm responses to some 
or all of the following questions.

  When might you really want someone to listen to you? When you’re angry, during 
an argument, when you’re lonely or sad . . . 

  How do you know when someone is listening to you? They make eye contact, put 
down their phone, lean in, ask questions, don’t interrupt . . . 

  When someone listens to you, how do you feel? Loved, comforted, respected, cared 
for, not alone . . . 

ACTIVITY | Active Listening
  We might think we know how to listen to others, but do we? It’s not always easy, is it? Think 

about it this way — there are four ways you can love someone by listening to them. 
1.  LISTEN WITH YOUR HEART. Listening is more than just passively hearing. It’s actively 

caring about what someone is saying. We know we’re truly listening when others’ 
words move from our ears to our hearts.

2.  LISTEN WITH YOUR MIND. It’s easy to let your mind wander when someone is talking, 
so practice active listening by paying close attention to others’ words. Don’t miss what 
they’re saying because you’re thinking about what you’re going to say next.

 
  5
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3.  LISTEN WITH YOUR BODY. Put down your phone. Look people in the eye. Lean 
forward. Nod sometimes. This will help you listen better and let others know you care.

4.  LISTEN WITH CURIOSITY. Sometimes we listen just because we are trying to be 
polite, but politeness isn’t the goal. The goal is to listen so we can love people better. 
So decide to be curious about other people. Then challenge yourself to ask others 
more questions — questions that show you care.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Break students into pairs and challenge them to practice active listening for one 
minute each as they take turns answering a question like, “What’s something you love?”

LISTENING TO GOD AND OTHERS
  This week, choose a friend (or stranger!) who might need someone to really hear them. Then 

practice listening with your heart, mind, body, and curiosity. Because listening is one way we can 
model the radical love of Jesus.

  But what about listening to God? Do these same ideas apply? Yes! We all know how to ask God 
for things, but it’s not always easy to know how to listen for God’s voice. 

  Some people think God only speaks to us during big moments or elaborate 
experiences, but that’s not true. God can speak to us through the Bible, music, 
movies, stories, books, art, nature, conversations, and so much more.

  God is always speaking, but we have to learn to listen. How? The same way we listen 
to each other. 

  With our hearts, by caring what God has to say.
  With our minds, by setting aside time to listen carefully.
  With our bodies, maybe by closing our eyes, raising our hands, kneeling, 

going on a walk, or just putting our phones in the other room for a few 
minutes.

  With our curiosity, by asking God questions, deciding to learn more, and 
wondering what God is like.

  This week, will you decide to do something radical? Will you decide to love God and others better 
this week by listening? I hope so! Because radical people listen more than they speak.

OBJECT LESSON | WWJD? Bracelets
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each student a WWJD? bracelet as a reminder to love others like Jesus 

would. And don’t forget to tell them how cool those bracelets were in the 90s!

https://geni.us/DTH1
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people listen more

than they speak.

THE BIBLE
James 1:19-21; Psalm 15; 

Luke 10:25-28

WEEK 1
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

  What’s your favorite thing to listen to?
  Name someone in your life who is a good listener. What makes them such a good listener?
  How can you tell when someone isn’t really interested in what you have to say? How does that feel?
  Why do you think most people spend more time speaking than they spend listening?
  What are some ways our relationships with others can be damaged when we don’t listen well?
  Read Luke 10:25-28. In this story, how do you see Jesus listening to others?
  What are some ways listening can help us show people God’s love?
  What are some situations where you find yourself speaking more than you listen? Why do you think 

that is?
  Which kind of listening is most difficult for you — listening with your heart, mind, body, or curiosity? 

What’s an example?
  This week, what’s one thing you can do to listen to others more? What about listening to God?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people listen more

than they speak.

THE BIBLE
James 1:19-21; Psalm 15; 

Luke 10:25-28

WEEK 1
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

       for middle schoolers

  What’s your favorite thing to listen to?
  Name someone in your life who is a good listener. What makes them such a good listener?
  How can you tell when someone isn’t really interested in what you have to say? How does that feel?
  Read Luke 10:25-28. In this story, how do you see Jesus listening to others?
  What are some situations where you find yourself speaking more than you listen? Why do you think 

that is?
  This week, what’s one thing you can do to listen to others more? What about listening to God?
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people listen more 

than they speak.

THE BIBLE
James 1:19-21; Psalm 15; 

Luke 10:25-28

WEEK 1
HYBRID TEACHING GUIDE

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

POLL | Would You Say It?
  In this series, we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was pretty “rad.” But since 

none of you were around in the 90s, let me give you a history lesson. I’ll teach you some 90s 
slang and then you can vote on whether or not we should bring it back.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read and define a handful of phrases from the 90s. Then have students vote 
on whether or not it’s a phrase they would use by raising their hands, standing up, cheering, or 
running to a spot in the room that you designate. You might use words or phrases like . . .

  “Sup?”
  “Fly.”
  “You go, girl.”
  “Talk to the hand.”
  “All that and a bag of chips.”
  “Home skillet.”
  “Booyah!”
  “Aiight.”
  “Da bomb.”
  “Phat.”
  “No duh.”
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ACTIVITY | Humdinger: 90s Edition
  Now that we’ve covered the 90s iconic 90s slang, let’s cover its iconic music.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, make a list of 90s hits students would recognize, create a 

playlist of those songs, and have a pair of headphones ready. (For extra 90s vibes, use a Walkman, 
boombox, or portable CD player.) To play, bring one or more students to the front of the room to be 
your “hummers,” while the remaining students guess the songs they’re humming. For each round, 
put 30 seconds on the clock, give one of your hummers the headphones, and have them hum the 
song they hear until the crowd guesses correctly or time runs out. Here are a few suggestions . . .

  “I Want it That Way” (Backstreet Boys)
  “Waterfalls” (TLC)
  “The Boy is Mine” (Brandy & Monica)
  “MMMbop” (Hanson)
  “Baby One More Time” (Britney Spears)
  “I Will Always Love You” (Whitney Houston)
  “Jesus Freak” (DC Talk)

  Does anyone else find this game fun and frustrating? 
  If you were a hummer, you probably thought, “Come on! It’s obvious! Why aren’t you 

listening?”
  If you were a listener, you may have thought, “I’m listening, but I have no idea what 

you’re trying to say!”
  Maybe one of the reasons this game is so funny is because we all struggle to communicate 

sometimes.

VIDEO | The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Will Lip Syncs
  Sometimes, our problem is listening.

  We struggle to listen to others.
  We feel like no one is listening to us.

  Has anyone ever watched The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air? It’s a classic 90s sit-com about a kid from 
Philly who goes to live with his rich relatives. There’s one scene where Will is desperate to get his 
uncle Phil to listen to him — so desperate that he does this . . .

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from a video like this one (0:09-1:09) of Will 
lip syncing at his uncle Phil. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for 
educational purposes, read this!

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  What’s your favorite thing to listen to?
  Name someone in your life who is a good listener. What makes them such a good 

listener?

 
  2
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VIDEO | The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Jazz Gets Thrown Out
  Sometimes, our problem is listening, but other times, our problem is speaking.
  In The Fresh Prince, Will’s best friend Jazz talks a lot. He always has a joke, comment, or 

comeback ready, but his mouth often gets him in trouble. Every time he says something that 
crosses the line, he gets thrown out of the house — literally.

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from a video like this one (0:00-0:20) of 
Jazz repeatedly getting thrown out of the house. For more information on how to legally use 
copyrighted material for educational purposes, read this!

POLL | What About You?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by raising their hands.
  So what about you? 

  Have you ever felt like you weren’t being listened to?
  Do you think anyone has ever felt like you weren’t listening to them?
  Do you know anyone whose words get them into trouble? (Is it you?)
  Have you ever said something because you were angry that you later regretted?
  Have you ever wished you had listened a little bit more than you had spoken?

  Today, we’re going to talk about talking and listening. Because, as we’ll see, God has something 
to say about how we communicate with each other, and it’s pretty radical.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

THAT’S RAD
  In the 90s, “radical” meant “cool.” The word “radical” sometimes has negative connotations. 

People with extreme or dangerous views (especially when it comes to politics or religion) are 
often called “radical.”

  But “radical” has a positive meaning too! If you’re radical, you might . . . 
  Not be content with the status quo.
  Be a little different from everyone else.
  Be committed to changing the world for good.

  Did you know Jesus was accused of being “radical?” No one used that exact word 2,000 years 
ago, but there were plenty of people who thought Jesus’ message was too different, extreme, 
or revolutionary. 

  What Jesus said about God’s love was radical.
  How Jesus told us to love each other was radical too.

IMAGE | The Book of James
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show an image of the book of James on screen — either a modern Bible open 

to James (like this) or an image of an early manuscript (like this or this).
  If we were looking in the Bible for practical advice on how to be radically different from the rest 

of the world, we might end up in the book of James. 
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  This “book” is a letter written by James, Jesus’ brother. Because they grew up 
together, Jesus was a big influence on James’ life.

  The book of James is packed with the teachings of Jesus, but James usually 
summarizes Jesus instead of quoting Him directly. James knew Jesus’ teachings 
so well that retelling Jesus’ messages in his own words was easy.

SCRIPTURE | James 1:19-20
  James is known for its straightforward instructions for how to follow Jesus. These teachings 

might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 1:19-20.
  James says to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. These instructions are 

easy to understand, but not so easy to do, because they go against our human nature. 
  Be quick to listen? But the average human only has an eight-second attention span.
  Be slow to speak? But we all want to share our thoughts and opinions! After all, 

we’re usually right . . . right?
  Be slow to get angry? But how are we supposed to control that?

  Most of the time, we’re slow to listen, quick to speak, and quick to get angry. 
  Instead of listening to others, we’re consumed with our own lives, thoughts, wants, 

worries, and insecurities.
  Instead of being careful with our words, we say things that cause hurt and pain, or 

try to show we’re smarter or more right than someone else.
  Instead of managing our emotions wisely, we let our feelings of defensiveness, 

frustration, and anger control how we treat people.
  James says this isn’t what God says is right or “righteous.” It’s certainly not loving. If you want 

to know what is right or loving in God’s eyes, look to Jesus. 
  He was quick to listen. Jesus listened carefully to others and asked great questions.
  He was slow to speak. Even when He was asked a question, Jesus often asked 

more questions of His own before giving an answer.
  He was slow to get angry. Jesus did get angry sometimes, but never over the petty 

things we get angry about. He was patient and generous with people — even His 
“enemies.”

  When we love others like Jesus loves, it has the power to change us, others, and the world in 
radical ways.

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 15
  But that’s not all. When we love others like Jesus loves, it has a radical impact on our relationship 

with God too.
  Jesus often quoted the book of Psalms, a collection of prayers and songs written many years 

before Jesus came to earth. Psalm 15 talks to us about how we can be close to God. Listen 
carefully to see if you can hear any similarities to what James wrote.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 15.
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QUESTION | What did you hear?
  Did you notice any similarities between the words of David and the words of James? What did 

you hear?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  David says people who want to be close to God don’t speak poorly of others, don’t harm others, 

and do speak truth. This sounds a lot like what James said. 
  Can you imagine how your relationship with God might change if you tried to be 

more like Jesus in this way? Through Jesus, we can have a relationship with God no 
matter what we’ve done. But like the psalmist wrote, it’s hard to feel close with God 
when you’re mistreating the people God made and loves.

  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if 
everyone treated each other this way? If we were slower to speak or get angry, and 
quicker to listen, the change would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how 
to love like Jesus: radical people listen more than they speak.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Talk about a time someone listened to you.
  You probably can’t change the whole world, but you can show others the radical love of Jesus 

just by listening.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) about 

a time when someone loved you by listening to you. Maybe they listened to your perspective 
during a disagreement, or took time to get to know you when you felt alone, or checked on you 
during a difficult time. Share how that simple act made a big difference.

  It might seem insignificant, but how many great listeners do you really know? Learning to listen 
is an act love that’s actually pretty radical.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  How can you tell when someone isn’t really interested in what you have to say? 
How does that feel?

 � Why do you think most people spend more time speaking than they spend 
listening?

DISCUSSION | A Radical Listening Brainstorm
  There are so many ways to James’ words into practice, but today I want us to focus on listening, 

because . . . 
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  When we’re busy listening, we’re not busy speaking.
  When we take time to listen, our anger has time to subside.

  INSTRUCTIONS: On a white board, chalk board, or bulletin board, brainstorm responses to some 
or all of the following questions.

  When might you really want someone to listen to you? When you’re angry, during 
an argument, when you’re lonely or sad . . . 

  How do you know when someone is listening to you? They make eye contact, put 
down their phone, lean in, ask questions, don’t interrupt . . . 

  When someone listens to you, how do you feel? Loved, comforted, respected, cared 
for, not alone . . . 

ACTIVITY | Active Listening
  We might think we know how to listen to others, but do we? It’s not always easy, is it? Think 

about it this way — there are four ways you can love someone by listening to them. 
1.  LISTEN WITH YOUR HEART. Listening is more than just passively hearing. It’s 

actively caring about what someone is saying. We know we’re truly listening when 
others’ words move from our ears to our hearts.

2.  LISTEN WITH YOUR MIND. It’s easy to let your mind wander when someone is talking, 
so practice active listening by paying close attention to others’ words. Don’t miss what 
they’re saying because you’re thinking about what you’re going to say next.

3.  LISTEN WITH YOUR BODY. Put down your phone. Look people in the eye. Lean 
forward. Nod sometimes. This will help you listen better and let others know you care.

4.  LISTEN WITH CURIOSITY. Sometimes we listen just because we are trying to be 
polite, but politeness isn’t the goal. The goal is to listen so we can love people better. 
So decide to be curious about other people. Then challenge yourself to ask others 
more questions — questions that show you care.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Break students into pairs and challenge them to practice active listening for one 
minute each as they take turns answering a question like, “What’s something you love?”

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � What are some ways our relationships with others can be damaged when we 
don’t listen well?

  Read Luke 10:25-28. In this story, how do you see Jesus listening to others?
 � What are some ways listening can help us show people God’s love?

LISTENING TO GOD AND OTHERS
  This week, choose a friend (or stranger!) who might need someone to really hear them. Then 

practice listening with your heart, mind, body, and curiosity. Because listening is one way we can 
model the radical love of Jesus.
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  But what about listening to God? Do these same ideas apply? Yes! We all know how to ask God 
for things, but it’s not always easy to know how to listen for God’s voice. 

  Some people think God only speaks to us during big moments or elaborate 
experiences, but that’s not true. God can speak to us through the Bible, music, 
movies, stories, books, art, nature, conversations, and so much more.

  God is always speaking, but we have to learn to listen. How? The same way we listen 
to each other. 

  With our hearts, by caring what God has to say.
  With our minds, by setting aside time to listen carefully.
  With our bodies, maybe by closing our eyes, raising our hands, kneeling, 

going on a walk, or just putting our phones in the other room for a few 
minutes.

  With our curiosity, by asking God questions, deciding to learn more, and 
wondering what God is like.

  This week, will you decide to do something radical? Will you decide to love God and others better 
this week by listening? I hope so! Because radical people listen more than they speak.

OBJECT LESSON | WWJD? Bracelets
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each student a WWJD? bracelet as a reminder to love others like Jesus 

would. And don’t forget to tell them how cool those bracelets were in the 90s!

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  What are some situations where you find yourself speaking more than you listen? 
Why do you think that is?

 � Which kind of listening is most difficult for you — listening with your heart, mind, 
body, or curiosity? What’s an example?

  This week, what’s one thing you can do to listen to others more? What about 
listening to God?
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people don't 

play favorites.

THE BIBLE
James 2:1-17; Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; 

Romans 2:11

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | 90s Icon Relay
  Welcome back to Rad, where we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was 

pretty “rad” . . . especially the fashion.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, collect as many pieces of 90s-inspired clothing and 

accessories as possible (in the largest sizes you can find). To play, find at least two students who’d 
like to play and two volunteers who’d like to be dressed up. You can either play this game one-
on-one or turn it into a team relay with three or more students per team. Instruct your players to 
dress their models in the best 90s outfit they can assemble, but they can only retrieve one article 
of clothing at a time. Start a countdown and have students race to dress their model. When time 
runs out, have students vote on the funniest outfit and let everyone on that team take home one 
prop from the game.

POLL | Favorite 90s Fashion Trends
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show a series of side-by-side images of 90s fashion trends. Then have students 

vote on their favorites by raising their hands, standing up, cheering, or running to a spot in the 
room that you designate. You might use examples like . . .

  Neon
  Animal print
  Plaid
  MC Hammer pants

WEEK 2
SERMON GUIDE

https://growcurriculum.org/WillNeon
https://growcurriculum.org/AnimalPrintClothes
https://growcurriculum.org/PlaidClothes
https://growcurriculum.org/HammerPants
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  Bucket hats
  Denim everything
  Tinted glasses
  Jelly sandals
  Windsuits
  Fanny packs
  Overalls
  Snap bracelets
  Bandanas
  Visors

IMAGES | Mary Kate & Ashley Olsen
  These days, we might find a lot of 90s fashion pretty cringeworthy, but at the time, these trends 

were sported by some real fashion icons — like the Olsen twins.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show a few images of Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen from the 90s. Here are 

some examples to inspire you!
  In the 90s, Mary Kate and Ashley were fashion favorites. Lots of girls looked to them to see what 

was cool. Why? Full House.

VIDEO | The Full House Theme Song
  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the Full House theme song from a video 

like this one. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for educational 
purposes, read this!

  Mary Kate and Ashley played Michelle, the youngest and most adorable member of the Tanner 
family. Michelle was an audience favorite. Every time she appeared on screen or delivered one 
of her famous catchphrases, the crowd would cheer, laugh, applaud, or “awwww!”

  Michelle was such a favorite that I wonder what it was like for everyone else to act alongside her. 
What about the other members of the Tanner family?

POLL | What About You?
  It feels good when you’re the favorite, but pretty awful when someone else is being shown 

favoritism.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by either raising their hands or 

standing.
  So what about you? 

  Have you ever felt like “the favorite”?
  Have you ever worried someone else (a sibling, classmate, or friend) was “the 

favorite”?
  Have you ever seen someone receive special treatment because they were “the 

favorite”?
  Do you think you’ve ever shown someone favoritism?

https://growcurriculum.org/BucketHats
https://growcurriculum.org/DenimEverything
https://growcurriculum.org/TintedGlasses
https://growcurriculum.org/JellySandals
https://growcurriculum.org/Windsuits
https://growcurriculum.org/FannyPacks
https://growcurriculum.org/Overalls
https://growcurriculum.org/SnapBracelets
https://growcurriculum.org/Bandanas
https://growcurriculum.org/Visors
https://growcurriculum.org/MaryKate&AshleyOlsen
https://growcurriculum.org/MaryKate&AshleyOlsen
https://growcurriculum.org/FullHouseIntro
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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QUESTION | What is favoritism?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the following questions and give a few students a chance to respond.
  What do you think? 

  Is it bad to have favorite people? Why or why not?
  Is playing favorites the same as having favorite people?
  If it’s not bad to have favorite people, is it bad to play favorites?
  What’s the difference between having favorite people and playing favorites?

  Of course, it’s okay to have favorite people! That’s healthy! We can’t be best friends with everyone, 
and we all need a few close friendships. But favoritism . . . 

  Excludes people.
  Is unfair.
  Hurts.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Full House, It’s Not Nepotism — It’s Favoritism
  So what is favoritism? It’s when you give someone special treatment unfairly, at the expense of 

someone else.
  There’s an episode of Full House that can help this make sense. DJ becomes editor of the 

school newspaper and needs to find a classmate to write the sports column. But instead of 
finding someone who actually understands sports, DJ gives the job to her best friend Kimmy.

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the episode “Good News Bad News 
(Season 4, Episode 5)” (9:00-9:54) streaming on Hulu or on YouTube (0:00-0:54), where DJ admits 
to showing favoritism to Kimmy. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material 
for educational purposes, read this!

  Playing favorites didn’t work out well for anyone in this situation. DJ was frustrated, Kimmy was 
offended, and their classmates who would have loved a chance to write an awesome sports 
column were never given the chance they deserved.

STORY | Talk about a time you experienced, witnessed, or showed favoritism.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about 

a time when you saw the negative effects of favoritism. Since students will have already seen a 
lighthearted example of favoritism, give an example that shows how favoritism can hurt, exclude, 
or neglect someone in need.

THAT’S RAD
  Today, we’re going to talk about the difference between having favorites and playing favorites 

because, as we’ll see, God has something to say about this — and it’s pretty radical.
  Like we mentioned last week, there were a lot of people who thought Jesus was too “radical.” 

  In the 90s, “rad” meant “cool.” But it’s real meaning has to do with being different, 
revolutionary, and counter-cultural.

https://growcurriculum.org/FullHouse5
https://growcurriculum.org/FullHouse5
https://growcurriculum.org/FullHouseGoodNewsBadNews
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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  What Jesus said about loving God and others was radical, and what He teaches us 
about showing favoritism is pretty radical too.

SCRIPTURE | James 2:1-10
  In this series, we’re looking to the Bible for practical advice on how to change the world with 

God’s radical love, and that search has led us to the book of James. 
  This “book” is a letter written by a guy named James, Jesus’ brother.
  Can you imagine growing up with Jesus as a brother? I wonder if James ever felt like 

Jesus was his parents’ favorite kid.
  Because James knew Jesus so well, the letter he wrote is packed with summaries 

of Jesus’ teachings, retold in James’ own words.
  James is known for its straightforward instructions for how to follow Jesus. These teachings 

might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change. Let’s see what radical 
things James has to say about favoritism.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 2:1-10.
  Is James saying we can’t have best friends or a favorite group of people to hang out with? No! 

Remember, there’s a difference between having favorites and playing favorites.
  In this passage, James has a lot to say about rich people and poor people. Maybe people’s 

wealth is something you think about often, but maybe not. If you’re struggling to relate to 
James’ use of the words “rich” and “poor,” try replacing them with words like . . . 

  “Popular” and “unpopular.”
  “Cool” and “not cool.”
  “People like me” and “people who are different.”
  “Christians” and “non-Christians.”
  “My friends” and “everyone else.”

  James is not down with showing favoritism. In fact, he forbids it! According to James, God isn’t 
happy when we . . . 

  Choose favorites based on what people have (like money, popularity, or power).
  Ignore people without things like money, popularity, or power.
  Mistreat, dishonor, shame, exclude, or fail to love some people because we see them 

as less important than other people.
  Then James says something interesting. In verse 5, he says God chooses to bless the poor. 

Wait. Does that mean God plays favorites? Does God show favoritism, but in the opposite way 
you and I usually do?

SCRIPTURE | Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
  To help us make sense of this, let’s look at the Old Testament book of Proverbs. It’s a collection 

of short sayings that share wisdom about how followers of God should live.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23.
  If God is the Creator of everyone (rich and poor, popular and unpopular, powerful and not-so-

powerful) it’s safe to say God doesn’t play favorites. As God’s creation, we’re all loved equally, 
no matter what. 
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  But it’s clear God notices when certain people are more in need than others. We 
might all be loved equally by God, but God knows we’re not all given equal treatment 
by others or equal opportunities in the world.

  God seems to understand our tendency is to show favoritism to people we already 
like or admire. We need to be reminded to care for people who aren’t like us, or aren’t 
as cool or popular or wealthy.

  So does God play favorites? No! But you and I do. God is just trying to teach us how 
to be more just and fair, like God is.

  Can you see some similarities between this proverb and James’ advice? James said playing 
favorites broke God’s law, but this proverb helps us understand more about what that means. 

  This passage helps us see that showing favoritism is injustice — and injustice has 
dangerous consequences.

  If we play favorites by excluding or harming others, God will stand against us and 
defend the people we’ve harmed. That’s pretty scary.

  So what’s the alternative? Instead of playing favorites, we can . . . 
  Treat everyone like they are made by God — because they are.
  Be generous with everyone, but especially people who really need it.

  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if everyone 
treated each other this way? If we could learn how to have favorites without playing favorites, 
the change would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how 
to love like Jesus: radical people don’t play favorites.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | How Not to Play Favorites
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 2 folder. 

Place one under each seat, along with a pen, and encourage students to answer the following 
questions silently by writing down their thoughts.

  But how do we do this? What does it mean to not play favorites in our friendships, at school, at 
church, or wherever we go? I think there’s one thing we need to remember and a few questions 
we need to ask.

  REMEMBER: It’s natural to want to show favoritism. 
  We like to be near people who think, act, and look like us. Think about your friend 

group. Do you look similarly? Dress alike? Live in the same part of town? Have similar 
kinds of families?

  It’s understandable that our favorite people are often people who are like us. And it’s 
understandable that we would want to show favoritism to our favorite people. But 
when we play favorites with our favorite people, we end up excluding and hurting a 
lot of other people.
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  ASK: So if we want to follow God’s lead and choose not to play favorites, here are a few questions 
to ask. 

  Have I shown favoritism? Is it possible you’ve been playing favorites and aren’t even 
aware of it? Are you willing to get curious about the ways you’ve done this?

  Who have I excluded? Have you been spending so much time with certain people 
that you rarely think about the people who would love to be included by you? You don’t 
need to ditch your favorite friends, but how might you be able to include someone 
who feels excluded?

  Who have I hurt? Has anyone been harmed by your favoritism? Has playing favorites 
caused you to be hurtful, rude, or unfair to someone?

  What have I assumed? We all have biases. We tend to make assumptions about 
people we don’t even know based on very little information (like their clothes, accent, 
family, skin color, interests, or looks) and then ignore or exclude them. Who have you 
made assumptions about?

  Who can I include? Remember, when God chooses to love and care for people 
who have been excluded, that’s not favoritism — it’s justice. So how can you make 
a wrong thing right by caring for someone who isn’t usually one of your “favorites”?

ACTIVITY | Different, But Made by God
  It’s easy to play favorites with people who are a lot like us, but we have more in common than 

we realize.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Check out this video from Newhope Church and create your own version. Ask 

every student to stand and then call out a series of statements you know apply to at least a 
handful of students. When a student hears a statement that applies to them, have them come to 
the front or stand at their seat. This activity can be lighthearted (“I like pizza,” “I’m the class clown,” 
“I’m never on time”) or more serious (“Sometimes I feel lonely,” “I’ve been bullied,” “I’ve bullied 
others”), or a little bit of both, depending on your age group and goals. Either way, end with these 
statements (and everyone standing): “I’m made by God” and “I’m loved by God.” Throughout this 
activity, quietly play instrumental music or a relevant worship song.

  We’ve talked a lot today about how Jesus calls us to treat each other, but maybe you need to 
hear a different message today. Rather than being the person who excludes or ignores others, 
maybe you’re the one being excluded or ignored. 

  If that’s you, maybe you need to be reminded that God loves you and doesn’t play 
favorites, even when people do.

  So on days when you don’t feel like anyone’s favorite, know that you’re God’s favorite. 
You’re deeply loved, cared for, and defended by your Creator.

  And as Jesus-followers, we’re going to try to love you like that too.
  Now let the radical love of Jesus lead you to do something radical for others this week by 

noticing, including, and caring for people — especially people who aren’t usually your favorites. 
Because radical people don’t play favorites.

https://growcurriculum.org/DontPutPeopleInBoxes
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people don't 

play favorites.

THE BIBLE
James 2:1-17; Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; 

Romans 2:11

WEEK 2
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

  What’s your favorite thing?
  What kind of people are your favorite kind of people?
  Do you think it’s okay to have favorite people? Why or why not?
  What’s the difference between having favorite people and showing favoritism?
  What are some reasons someone might show favoritism? Why are those reasons unhealthy?
  Read Romans 2:11. Do you ever feel like God plays favorites? Tell us why.
  How does Jesus show us God doesn’t play favorites?
  Think about the kinds of people you spend the most time with. Who is not represented in that group?
  Have you excluded, hurt, or been prejudiced against anyone recently? What do you think you could be 

missing out on by excluding them?
  This week, what’s one thing you can do to include more people instead of playing favorites?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people don't 

play favorites.

THE BIBLE
James 2:1-17; Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; 

Romans 2:11

WEEK 2
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

       for middle schoolers

  What’s your favorite thing?
  Do you think it’s okay to have favorite people? Why or why not?
  What’s the difference between having favorite people and showing favoritism?
  Read Romans 2:11. Do you ever feel like God plays favorites? Tell us why.
  How does Jesus show us God doesn’t play favorites?
  This week, what’s one thing you can do to include more people instead of playing favorites?
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people don't 

play favorites.

THE BIBLE
James 2:1-17; Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; 

Romans 2:11

WEEK 2
HYBRID TEACHING GUIDE

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | 90s Icon Relay
  Welcome back to Rad, where we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was 

pretty “rad” . . . especially the fashion.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, collect as many pieces of 90s-inspired clothing and 

accessories as possible (in the largest sizes you can find). To play, find at least two students who’d 
like to play and two volunteers who’d like to be dressed up. You can either play this game one-
on-one or turn it into a team relay with three or more students per team. Instruct your players to 
dress their models in the best 90s outfit they can assemble, but they can only retrieve one article 
of clothing at a time. Start a countdown and have students race to dress their model. When time 
runs out, have students vote on the funniest outfit and let everyone on that team take home one 
prop from the game.

POLL | Favorite 90s Fashion Trends
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show a series of side-by-side images of 90s fashion trends. Then have students 

vote on their favorites by raising their hands, standing up, cheering, or running to a spot in the 
room that you designate. You might use examples like . . .

  Neon
  Animal print
  Plaid
  MC Hammer pants

https://growcurriculum.org/WillNeon
https://growcurriculum.org/AnimalPrintClothes
https://growcurriculum.org/PlaidClothes
https://growcurriculum.org/HammerPants
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  Bucket hats
  Denim everything
  Tinted glasses
  Jelly sandals
  Windsuits
  Fanny packs
  Overalls
  Snap bracelets
  Bandanas
  Visors

IMAGES | Mary Kate & Ashley Olsen
  These days, we might find a lot of 90s fashion pretty cringeworthy, but at the time, these trends 

were sported by some real fashion icons — like the Olsen twins.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show a few images of Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen from the 90s. Here are 

some examples to inspire you!
  In the 90s, Mary Kate and Ashley were fashion favorites. Lots of girls looked to them to see what 

was cool. Why? Full House.

VIDEO | The Full House Theme Song
  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the Full House theme song from a video 

like this one. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for educational 
purposes, read this!

  Mary Kate and Ashley played Michelle, the youngest and most adorable member of the Tanner 
family. Michelle was an audience favorite. Every time she appeared on screen or delivered one 
of her famous catchphrases, the crowd would cheer, laugh, applaud, or “awwww!”

  Michelle was such a favorite that I wonder what it was like for everyone else to act alongside her. 
What about the other members of the Tanner family?

POLL | What About You?
  It feels good when you’re the favorite, but pretty awful when someone else is being shown 

favoritism.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by either raising their hands or 

standing.
  So what about you? 

  Have you ever felt like “the favorite”?
  Have you ever worried someone else (a sibling, classmate, or friend) was “the 

favorite”?
  Have you ever seen someone receive special treatment because they were “the 

favorite”?
  Do you think you’ve ever shown someone favoritism?
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QUESTION | What is favoritism?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the following questions and give a few students a chance to respond.
  What do you think? 

  Is it bad to have favorite people? Why or why not?
  Is playing favorites the same as having favorite people?
  If it’s not bad to have favorite people, is it bad to play favorites?
  What’s the difference between having favorite people and playing favorites?

  Of course, it’s okay to have favorite people! That’s healthy! We can’t be best friends with everyone, 
and we all need a few close friendships. But favoritism . . . 

  Excludes people.
  Is unfair.
  Hurts.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  What’s your favorite thing?
 � What kind of people are your favorite kind of people?
  Do you think it’s okay to have favorite people? Why or why not?
  What’s the difference between having favorite people and showing favoritism?

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Full House, It’s Not Nepotism — It’s Favoritism
  So what is favoritism? It’s when you give someone special treatment unfairly, at the expense of 

someone else.
  There’s an episode of Full House that can help this make sense. DJ becomes editor of the 

school newspaper and needs to find a classmate to write the sports column. But instead of 
finding someone who actually understands sports, DJ gives the job to her best friend Kimmy.

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the episode “Good News Bad News 
(Season 4, Episode 5)” (9:00-9:54) streaming on Hulu or on YouTube (0:00-0:54), where DJ admits 
to showing favoritism to Kimmy. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material 
for educational purposes, read this!

  Playing favorites didn’t work out well for anyone in this situation. DJ was frustrated, Kimmy was 
offended, and their classmates who would have loved a chance to write an awesome sports 
column were never given the chance they deserved.

STORY | Talk about a time you experienced, witnessed, or showed favoritism.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about 

a time when you saw the negative effects of favoritism. Since students will have already seen a 
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lighthearted example of favoritism, give an example that shows how favoritism can hurt, exclude, 
or neglect someone in need.

THAT’S RAD
  Today, we’re going to talk about the difference between having favorites and playing favorites 

because, as we’ll see, God has something to say about this — and it’s pretty radical.
  Like we mentioned last week, there were a lot of people who thought Jesus was too “radical.” 

  In the 90s, “rad” meant “cool.” But it’s real meaning has to do with being different, 
revolutionary, and counter-cultural.

  What Jesus said about loving God and others was radical, and what He teaches us 
about showing favoritism is pretty radical too.

SCRIPTURE | James 2:1-10
  In this series, we’re looking to the Bible for practical advice on how to change the world with 

God’s radical love, and that search has led us to the book of James. 
  This “book” is a letter written by a guy named James, Jesus’ brother.
  Can you imagine growing up with Jesus as a brother? I wonder if James ever felt like 

Jesus was his parents’ favorite kid.
  Because James knew Jesus so well, the letter he wrote is packed with summaries 

of Jesus’ teachings, retold in James’ own words.
  James is known for its straightforward instructions for how to follow Jesus. These teachings 

might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change. Let’s see what radical 
things James has to say about favoritism.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 2:1-10.
  Is James saying we can’t have best friends or a favorite group of people to hang out with? No! 

Remember, there’s a difference between having favorites and playing favorites.
  In this passage, James has a lot to say about rich people and poor people. Maybe people’s 

wealth is something you think about often, but maybe not. If you’re struggling to relate to 
James’ use of the words “rich” and “poor,” try replacing them with words like . . . 

  “Popular” and “unpopular.”
  “Cool” and “not cool.”
  “People like me” and “people who are different.”
  “Christians” and “non-Christians.”
  “My friends” and “everyone else.”

  James is not down with showing favoritism. In fact, he forbids it! According to James, God isn’t 
happy when we . . . 

  Choose favorites based on what people have (like money, popularity, or power).
  Ignore people without things like money, popularity, or power.
  Mistreat, dishonor, shame, exclude, or fail to love some people because we see them 

as less important than other people.
  Then James says something interesting. In verse 5, he says God chooses to bless the poor. 

Wait. Does that mean God plays favorites? Does God show favoritism, but in the opposite way 
you and I usually do?
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SCRIPTURE | Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
  To help us make sense of this, let’s look at the Old Testament book of Proverbs. It’s a collection 

of short sayings that share wisdom about how followers of God should live.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23.
  If God is the Creator of everyone (rich and poor, popular and unpopular, powerful and not-so-

powerful) it’s safe to say God doesn’t play favorites. As God’s creation, we’re all loved equally, 
no matter what. 

  But it’s clear God notices when certain people are more in need than others. We 
might all be loved equally by God, but God knows we’re not all given equal treatment 
by others or equal opportunities in the world.

  God seems to understand our tendency is to show favoritism to people we already 
like or admire. We need to be reminded to care for people who aren’t like us, or aren’t 
as cool or popular or wealthy.

  So does God play favorites? No! But you and I do. God is just trying to teach us how 
to be more just and fair, like God is.

  Can you see some similarities between this proverb and James’ advice? James said playing 
favorites broke God’s law, but this proverb helps us understand more about what that means. 

  This passage helps us see that showing favoritism is injustice — and injustice has 
dangerous consequences.

  If we play favorites by excluding or harming others, God will stand against us and 
defend the people we’ve harmed. That’s pretty scary.

  So what’s the alternative? Instead of playing favorites, we can . . . 
  Treat everyone like they are made by God — because they are.
  Be generous with everyone, but especially people who really need it.

  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if everyone 
treated each other this way? If we could learn how to have favorites without playing favorites, 
the change would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how 
to love like Jesus: radical people don’t play favorites.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � What are some reasons someone might show favoritism? Why are those reasons 
unhealthy?

  Read Romans 2:11. Do you ever feel like God plays favorites? Tell us why.
  How does Jesus show us God doesn’t play favorites?
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REFLECTION | How Not to Play Favorites
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 2 folder. 

Place one under each seat, along with a pen, and encourage students to answer the following 
questions silently by writing down their thoughts.

  But how do we do this? What does it mean to not play favorites in our friendships, at school, at 
church, or wherever we go? I think there’s one thing we need to remember and a few questions 
we need to ask.

  REMEMBER: It’s natural to want to show favoritism. 
  We like to be near people who think, act, and look like us. Think about your friend 

group. Do you look similarly? Dress alike? Live in the same part of town? Have similar 
kinds of families?

  It’s understandable that our favorite people are often people who are like us. And it’s 
understandable that we would want to show favoritism to our favorite people. But 
when we play favorites with our favorite people, we end up excluding and hurting a 
lot of other people.

  ASK: So if we want to follow God’s lead and choose not to play favorites, here are a few questions 
to ask. 

  Have I shown favoritism? Is it possible you’ve been playing favorites and aren’t even 
aware of it? Are you willing to get curious about the ways you’ve done this?

  Who have I excluded? Have you been spending so much time with certain people 
that you rarely think about the people who would love to be included by you? You don’t 
need to ditch your favorite friends, but how might you be able to include someone 
who feels excluded?

  Who have I hurt? Has anyone been harmed by your favoritism? Has playing favorites 
caused you to be hurtful, rude, or unfair to someone?

  What have I assumed? We all have biases. We tend to make assumptions about 
people we don’t even know based on very little information (like their clothes, accent, 
family, skin color, interests, or looks) and then ignore or exclude them. Who have you 
made assumptions about?

  Who can I include? Remember, when God chooses to love and care for people 
who have been excluded, that’s not favoritism — it’s justice. So how can you make 
a wrong thing right by caring for someone who isn’t usually one of your “favorites”?

ACTIVITY | Different, But Made by God
  It’s easy to play favorites with people who are a lot like us, but we have more in common than 

we realize.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Check out this video from Newhope Church and create your own version. Ask 

every student to stand and then call out a series of statements you know apply to at least a 
handful of students. When a student hears a statement that applies to them, have them come to 
the front or stand at their seat. This activity can be lighthearted (“I like pizza,” “I’m the class clown,” 
“I’m never on time”) or more serious (“Sometimes I feel lonely,” “I’ve been bullied,” “I’ve bullied 
others”), or a little bit of both, depending on your age group and goals. Either way, end with these 
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statements (and everyone standing): “I’m made by God” and “I’m loved by God.” Throughout this 
activity, quietly play instrumental music or a relevant worship song.

  We’ve talked a lot today about how Jesus calls us to treat each other, but maybe you need to 
hear a different message today. Rather than being the person who excludes or ignores others, 
maybe you’re the one being excluded or ignored. 

  If that’s you, maybe you need to be reminded that God loves you and doesn’t play 
favorites, even when people do.

  So on days when you don’t feel like anyone’s favorite, know that you’re God’s favorite. 
You’re deeply loved, cared for, and defended by your Creator.

  And as Jesus-followers, we’re going to try to love you like that too.
  Now let the radical love of Jesus lead you to do something radical for others this week by 

noticing, including, and caring for people — especially people who aren’t usually your favorites. 
Because radical people don’t play favorites.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � Think about the kinds of people you spend the most time with. Who is not 
represented in that group?

 � Have you excluded, hurt, or been prejudiced against anyone recently? What do 
you think you could be missing out on by excluding them?

  This week, what’s one thing you can do to include more people instead of playing 
favorites?
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people watch  

their words.

THE BIBLE
James 3:1-12; Mark 7:1-8; 

Luke 6:27-28

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Life-Sized Word Search With Friends
  Welcome back to Rad, where we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was pretty 

“rad.” In the last two weeks, we’ve talked about 90s fashion trends, slang, music, and more. Now 
let’s see if you can identify some 90s key words.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, create a 90s-themed word search using a word search 
generator and then duplicate it using several pieces of poster board and jumbo permanent 
markers. Tape it securely to a wall. To play, bring two teams of students to the front and have them 
stand as far away from the puzzle as you’d like. Give both teams a supply of highlighters or crayons 
in a color unique to their team. Start a countdown of five minutes and challenge each team to circle 
as many 90s-themed words as possible during that time. But here’s the catch — each team can only 
have one player circling words at a time. All other team members must stand on the sidelines and 
shout instructions. If you’d like, create a word bank and display it on screen. Here are some words 
you may want to include . . .

  NSYNC
  DESTINYSCHILD
  NICKELODEON
  FURBY
  POKEMON
  SPICEGIRLS
  BOYZIIMEN
  JELLYSHOES

WEEK 3
SERMON GUIDE
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  NIRVANA
  POGS
  SEGA
  NAPSTER
  LLCOOLJ
  TITANIC
  SISTERSISTER
  RUGRATS
  JAYZ
  SPACEJAM
  JURASSICPARK
  HANSON
  FULLHOUSE
  FAMILYMATTERS
  URKEL

VIDEO | Family Matters, “Did I Do That?” Compilation
  There are a lot of words that scream “90s” to me, but especially these next four.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a 30-second clip from a video like this or this where 

Steve Urkel repeatedly says “Did I do that?” For more information on how to legally use copyrighted 
material for educational purposes, read this!

  If you’re not familiar with Family Matters, let me fill you in. This 90s sit-com was all about the 
Winslow family and their nerdy neighbor, Steve Urkel. Urkel was an odd guy. He was brilliant and 
lovable, but also goofy, unpopular, and clumsy.

  Since his clumsiness often resulted in some kind of destruction, we heard Steve say this 
catchphrase constantly.

VIDEO | Family Matters, Urkel vs. Fuffner
  But there’s another thing we saw in many of the early episodes — Urkel and Fuffner (the school 

bully) exchanging words.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the episode “Requiem for an Urkel 

(Season 2, Episode 11)” (7:41-8:41) streaming on Hulu or on YouTube (0:22-1:22), of Urkel and 
Fuffner insulting each other. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for 
educational purposes, read this!

  It’s pretty obvious Fuffner is a jerk. He bullies everyone, so it’s no surprise why the audience 
loves it when Steve lands a comeback.

POLL | What About You?
  We’ve all been in situations where we’ve exchanged insults with someone, right? Whether it’s 

in fun or in anger, sometimes we use words like weapons, like when we gossip, start rumors, 
criticize, mock, tease, or insult.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by raising their hands.

https://growcurriculum.org/DidIDoThat
https://growcurriculum.org/DidIDoThat10000
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://growcurriculum.org/FamilyMattersSeason2Episode11
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  So what about you? 
  Have you gotten angry because of someone’s words recently?
  Have you been hurt or embarrassed by someone’s words recently?
  Have you said anything to anger, hurt, or embarrass someone else recently?

  We’ve all been hurt by others’ words, and we’ve all used our words like weapons. So today, we’re 
going to talk about our words.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

STORY | Talk about how someone’s words hurt you.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) about 

a time when someone’s words hurt you. Share what they said, how it made you feel, and how 
it impacted your life, perspective, or beliefs about yourself. Don’t be afraid to get vulnerable by 
sharing something personal, but make sure you’re not sharing a fresh wound publicly.

  It’s probably not difficult for you to remember some of the hurtful things that have been said to you. 
Whether it was a family member, friend, bully, or person on the internet, hurtful words stay with us.

  Words have a lot of power. So what do we do when someone’s words hurt us deeply? And what 
do we do when we really want to use our words like weapons?

THAT’S RAD
  Like we mentioned last week, there were a lot of people who thought Jesus was too “radical.” 

  In the 90s, “rad” meant “cool.” But it’s real meaning has to do with being different, 
revolutionary, and counter-cultural.

  What Jesus said about loving God and others was radical, and what He teaches us 
about our words is pretty radical too.

SCRIPTURE | James 3:1-12
  Throughout this series, we’re looking to the Bible for practical advice on how to change the 

world with God’s radical love, and that search has led us to the book of James. 
  This “book” is a letter written by a guy named James, Jesus’ brother.
  I don’t know if James and Jesus ever got into fights when they were kids, but I would 

be pretty terrified to go verbally toe-to-toe with Jesus, and not just because He’s 
God. When you read the stories of Jesus in the New Testament, it’s clear that Jesus 
was pretty clever. Whenever someone tried to fight, trick, or debate with Him, Jesus 
always had a comeback that made people stop and think.

  James was around Jesus his entire life, so he probably lost a few debates to Him. 
Because he knew Jesus so well, the letter he wrote is packed with summaries of 
Jesus’ teachings, retold in James’ own words.

  James is known for its straightforward instructions for how to follow Jesus. These teachings 
might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change. Let’s see what radical 
things James has to say about our words.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 3:2-12.
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IMAGES | Bits, Rudders, and Sparks
  James uses a lot of word pictures to help us understand the power of our words.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As you talk about each example, show an image on screen like this horse and 

bit, this airplane rudder, and this spark.
  THE BIT: This small piece of metal lets humans guide huge animals with very little 

effort. In the hands of any rider, the bit is a helpful tool that keeps both human and 
horse on the right track.

  THE RUDDER: James writes about the rudder of a boat, but maybe you’re more 
familiar with airplanes. Can you spot the rudder on an airplane? It’s that tiny flap on 
the very back of the tail. Isn’t it amazing that such an enormous machine is steered 
by such a small thing?

  THE SPARK: We use small controlled sparks to light candles, campfires, fireplaces, 
and stoves. But an uncontrolled spark (like our uncontrolled words) can cause a 
significant amount of damage.

  The words we say might seem small, but they have the potential to make a significant impact. 
And when the words we say are harmful, the harm they cause can be significant too.

  You can see James lamenting in this passage about how difficult it is for us to control our 
tongues. We say hurtful things one minute and then turn around to pray or sing a worship song 
the next. He’s frustrated and fed up — probably with himself as well as with others.

SCRIPTURE | Mark 7:6-8, 20-23
  Remember when we said James often retold the teachings of Jesus in his own words? Let’s 

take a look at one time when Jesus said something that sounds familiar. 
  In this passage, some religious leaders showed up to exchange words with Jesus. They 

didn’t like the radical things Jesus had to say, so they often picked fights with Him.
  This time, they tried to debate Jesus about the way His followers were eating. 

According to these leaders, Jesus’ friends weren’t following the right religious rules 
around food.

  Let’s see how much Jesus actually cared about His disciples’ eating habits.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Mark 7:6-8, 20-23.
  Here, we can make some important observations about words. 

  Jesus’ words might sound harsh. He isn’t cruel, but He calls the religious leaders 
hypocrites and doesn’t hold back from telling them the truth.

  God doesn’t want our hypocritical words. No matter how many words we use to 
pray or worship, God isn’t impressed with the holy things we say when we’re also 
using our words to hurt others.

  Our words reflect our hearts. Jesus reminds us to look at what’s in our hearts, 
because what’s in our hearts determines what comes out of our mouths. If we’re 
filled with greed, pride, or jealousy, it’s not just our words we need to address — it’s 
our hearts.

  Both Jesus and James knew this was true: the words we say matter because they’re a reflection 
of who we really are. So we need to watch what we say and watch what’s in our hearts.
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  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if we decided 
not to use our words like weapons? If we could find a new way to use our words, the change 
would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how 
to love like Jesus: radical people watch their words.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Talk about how someone’s words encouraged you.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) about 

a time when someone’s words helped, inspired, or encouraged you. Share what they said, how it 
made you feel, and how it impacted your life, perspective, or beliefs about yourself.

  Sometimes it’s easier to remember the hurtful things that have been said to us than it is to 
remember the encouraging things, but people’s encouraging words stay with us too. Even if we 
can’t remember them word for word, we remember the way their words changed us.

OBJECT LESSON | Tattoos
  Since James used lots of object lessons to talk about words, I’m going to give you a few as well.
  Words are kind of like tattoos. Once you get one, it doesn’t go away. It might fade slightly over 

time, and you could try to have it removed or cover it up with another tattoo, but the message of 
the original will be etched onto your skin for life.

  INSTRUCTIONS: While you’re teaching, show students a tattoo you or another adult in the room 
have. If no one has a tattoo, show an image of a tattoo.

  Like a tattoo, you can’t take back the words you say.
  Yes, you can apologize for hurtful things you’ve said, but the wounds left by your 

words won’t simply disappear.
  But your words of love, hope, and encouragement won’t disappear either. They leave 

a mark that lasts.

OBJECT LESSON | Binoculars
  That’s why it’s so important to watch our words carefully, as if we’re using binoculars. When we 

speak, we need to look at our words up close.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As you teach, hold up and look through a pair of binoculars.
  Here’s what to do with what we see. 

  WONDER ABOUT YOUR WORDS. Whether you’re speaking in person or online, pay 
attention the words you say. Are they hurtful? Helpful? True? Kind?

  SPEND EXTRA TIME THINKING BEFORE YOU SPEAK. Before you send that text, 
post that comment, or make that joke, pause for a little bit longer than you usually 
would. It’s so easy to be careless with our words, but this pause can help us think 
about the impact our words make.
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  FORGIVE WHEN WORDS HURT. We can’t forget, un-hear, or un-say hurtful words, 
but we can forgive ourselves and others when words hurt. Forgive each other. Forgive 
yourself. We’re all still growing and learning.

  CHOOSE WORDS THAT HELP. Watching our words doesn’t mean staying silent or 
only saying “nice” things. Like Jesus, sometimes we need to say words that are true 
even if they’re uncomfortable. So how do we know what to say? Try saying words 
that help, uplift, speak truth, or challenge others to be more like Jesus.

RESPONSE | Watching (and Writing) Your Words
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 3 folder. 

Place one under each seat.
  This week, I want to encourage you to watch your words by writing down your words. You can 

use the paper we’ve given you or you can take notes on your phone, but here’s what I want you 
to do each day: 

  Write down at least one thing you said (either hurtful or helpful).
  If it was hurtful, ask God to help you understand why you said what you did. Ask for 

strength and healing to be different. Then make it right with the person you hurt.
  If it was helpful, ask God to help you use more of your words to love others like Jesus 

would.
  It’s not easy to be so careful about our words, but that’s the point! Radical, important, world-

changing things are never easy.
  This week, will you decide to do something simple, but difficult? Will you do something radical? 

Will you strive to love God and others with the words you say? I hope so! Because radical people 
watch their words.

OBJECT LESSON | Tattoos and Warheads
  INSTRUCTION: If you’d like, pass out one or two items to students on their way out. First, a 

temporary tattoo — use the images provided in your Week 3 folder to order custom temporary 
tattoos with the Big Idea. Second, a super sour Warhead — while the candy is sour, have students 
think about hurtful things they’ve said recently. When it turns sweet, have them think about 
encouraging things they could say instead.
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https://geni.us/DDRW
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people watch  

their words.

THE BIBLE
James 3:1-12; Mark 7:1-8; 

Luke 6:27-28

WEEK 3
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

  Summarize the plot of your favorite movie in only three words.
  Are you the kind of person who says whatever you think or do you hold back? Does it depend on who 

you’re with? Give an example!
  Have you ever said something you regretted because you didn’t think before you spoke? What happened?
  What’s the nicest thing anyone has said about you?
  Has anyone ever hurt you with their words? How did you react?
  Has there ever been a time when your words made an impact on someone you didn’t expect? What 

happened?
  Read Luke 6:27-28. When people hurt us with their words, what could it look like to put these words 

of Jesus into practice?
  When are you most prone to being reckless with your words? What kind of harm have your reckless 

words caused?
  What kind of good do you think you could do this week by speaking helpful words?
  This week, what’s one thing you are going to do to watch your words?

AC
TI

VI
TY Give everyone a sweet-and-sour candy. While the candy is sour, have them list hurtful things 

they’ve heard or said recently. When it turns sweet, have them list encouraging things they’ve 
heard or said recently.
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people watch  

their words.

THE BIBLE
James 3:1-12; Mark 7:1-8; 

Luke 6:27-28

WEEK 3
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

       for middle schoolers

  Summarize the plot of your favorite movie in only three words.
  Have you ever said something you regretted because you didn’t think before you spoke? What 

happened?
  What’s the nicest thing anyone has ever said about you?
  Has anyone ever hurt you with their words? How did you react?
  Read Luke 6:27-28. When people hurt us with their words, what could it look like to put these words 

of Jesus into practice?
  This week, what’s one thing you are going to do to watch your words?

AC
TI

VI
TY Give everyone a sweet-and-sour candy. While the candy is sour, have them list hurtful things 

they’ve heard or said recently. When it turns sweet, have them list encouraging things they’ve 
heard or said recently.
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people watch  

their words.

THE BIBLE
James 3:1-12; Mark 7:1-8; 

Luke 6:27-28

WEEK 3
HYBRID TEACHING GUIDE

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Life-Sized Word Search With Friends
  Welcome back to Rad, where we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was 

pretty “rad.” In the last two weeks, we’ve talked about 90s fashion trends, slang, music, and 
more. Now let’s see if you can identify some 90s key words.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, create a 90s-themed word search using a word search 
generator and then duplicate it using several pieces of poster board and jumbo permanent 
markers. Tape it securely to a wall. To play, bring two teams of students to the front and have 
them stand as far away from the puzzle as you’d like. Give both teams a supply of highlighters 
or crayons in a color unique to their team. Start a countdown of five minutes and challenge each 
team to circle as many 90s-themed words as possible during that time. But here’s the catch — 
each team can only have one player circling words at a time. All other team members must stand 
on the sidelines and shout instructions. If you’d like, create a word bank and display it on screen. 
Here are some words you may want to include . . .

  NSYNC
  DESTINYSCHILD
  NICKELODEON
  FURBY
  POKEMON
  SPICEGIRLS
  BOYZIIMEN
  JELLYSHOES

https://growcurriculum.org/WordSearchGenerator
https://growcurriculum.org/WordSearchGenerator
https://geni.us/k9zDF
https://geni.us/A0Ffg
https://geni.us/A0Ffg
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  NIRVANA
  POGS
  SEGA
  NAPSTER
  LLCOOLJ
  TITANIC
  SISTERSISTER
  RUGRATS
  JAYZ
  SPACEJAM
  JURASSICPARK
  HANSON
  FULLHOUSE
  FAMILYMATTERS
  URKEL

VIDEO | Family Matters, “Did I Do That?” Compilation
  There are a lot of words that scream “90s” to me, but especially these next four.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a 30-second clip from a video like this or this where 

Steve Urkel repeatedly says “Did I do that?” For more information on how to legally use copyrighted 
material for educational purposes, read this!

  If you’re not familiar with Family Matters, let me fill you in. This 90s sit-com was all about the 
Winslow family and their nerdy neighbor, Steve Urkel. Urkel was an odd guy. He was brilliant and 
lovable, but also goofy, unpopular, and clumsy.

  Since his clumsiness often resulted in some kind of destruction, we heard Steve say this 
catchphrase constantly.

VIDEO | Family Matters, Urkel vs. Fuffner
  But there’s another thing we saw in many of the early episodes — Urkel and Fuffner (the school 

bully) exchanging words.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the episode “Requiem for an Urkel 

(Season 2, Episode 11)” (7:41-8:41) streaming on Hulu or on YouTube (0:22-1:22), of Urkel and 
Fuffner insulting each other. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for 
educational purposes, read this!

  It’s pretty obvious Fuffner is a jerk. He bullies everyone, so it’s no surprise why the audience 
loves it when Steve lands a comeback.

POLL | What About You?
  We’ve all been in situations where we’ve exchanged insults with someone, right? Whether it’s 

in fun or in anger, sometimes we use words like weapons, like when we gossip, start rumors, 
criticize, mock, tease, or insult.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by raising their hands.

 
  2

https://growcurriculum.org/DidIDoThat
https://growcurriculum.org/DidIDoThat10000
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://growcurriculum.org/FamilyMattersSeason2Episode11
https://growcurriculum.org/FamilyMattersSeason2Episode11
https://growcurriculum.org/FuffnerAndUrkle
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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  So what about you? 
  Have you gotten angry because of someone’s words recently?
  Have you been hurt or embarrassed by someone’s words recently?
  Have you said anything to anger, hurt, or embarrass someone else recently?

  We’ve all been hurt by others’ words, and we’ve all used our words like weapons. So today, we’re 
going to talk about our words.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  Summarize the plot of your favorite movie in only three words.
 � Are you the kind of person who says whatever you think or do you hold back? 

Does it depend on who you’re with? Give an example!
  Have you ever said something you regretted because you didn’t think before you 

spoke? What happened?

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

STORY | Talk about how someone’s words hurt you.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) about 

a time when someone’s words hurt you. Share what they said, how it made you feel, and how 
it impacted your life, perspective, or beliefs about yourself. Don’t be afraid to get vulnerable by 
sharing something personal, but make sure you’re not sharing a fresh wound publicly.

  It’s probably not difficult for you to remember some of the hurtful things that have been said to 
you. Whether it was a family member, friend, bully, or person on the internet, hurtful words stay 
with us.

  Words have a lot of power. So what do we do when someone’s words hurt us deeply? And what 
do we do when we really want to use our words like weapons?

THAT’S RAD
  Like we mentioned last week, there were a lot of people who thought Jesus was too “radical.” 

  In the 90s, “rad” meant “cool.” But it’s real meaning has to do with being different, 
revolutionary, and counter-cultural.

  What Jesus said about loving God and others was radical, and what He teaches us 
about our words is pretty radical too.

SCRIPTURE | James 3:1-12
  Throughout this series, we’re looking to the Bible for practical advice on how to change the 

world with God’s radical love, and that search has led us to the book of James. 
  This “book” is a letter written by a guy named James, Jesus’ brother.
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  I don’t know if James and Jesus ever got into fights when they were kids, but I would 
be pretty terrified to go verbally toe-to-toe with Jesus, and not just because He’s 
God. When you read the stories of Jesus in the New Testament, it’s clear that Jesus 
was pretty clever. Whenever someone tried to fight, trick, or debate with Him, Jesus 
always had a comeback that made people stop and think.

  James was around Jesus his entire life, so he probably lost a few debates to Him. 
Because he knew Jesus so well, the letter he wrote is packed with summaries of 
Jesus’ teachings, retold in James’ own words.

  James is known for its straightforward instructions for how to follow Jesus. These teachings 
might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change. Let’s see what radical 
things James has to say about our words.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 3:2-12.

IMAGES | Bits, Rudders, and Sparks
  James uses a lot of word pictures to help us understand the power of our words.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As you talk about each example, show an image on screen like this horse and 

bit, this airplane rudder, and this spark.
  THE BIT: This small piece of metal lets humans guide huge animals with very little 

effort. In the hands of any rider, the bit is a helpful tool that keeps both human and 
horse on the right track.

  THE RUDDER: James writes about the rudder of a boat, but maybe you’re more 
familiar with airplanes. Can you spot the rudder on an airplane? It’s that tiny flap on 
the very back of the tail. Isn’t it amazing that such an enormous machine is steered 
by such a small thing?

  THE SPARK: We use small controlled sparks to light candles, campfires, fireplaces, 
and stoves. But an uncontrolled spark (like our uncontrolled words) can cause a 
significant amount of damage.

  The words we say might seem small, but they have the potential to make a significant impact. 
And when the words we say are harmful, the harm they cause can be significant too.

  You can see James lamenting in this passage about how difficult it is for us to control our 
tongues. We say hurtful things one minute and then turn around to pray or sing a worship song 
the next. He’s frustrated and fed up — probably with himself as well as with others.

SCRIPTURE | Mark 7:6-8, 20-23
  Remember when we said James often retold the teachings of Jesus in his own words? Let’s 

take a look at one time when Jesus said something that sounds familiar. 
  In this passage, some religious leaders showed up to exchange words with Jesus. They 

didn’t like the radical things Jesus had to say, so they often picked fights with Him.
  This time, they tried to debate Jesus about the way His followers were eating. 

According to these leaders, Jesus’ friends weren’t following the right religious rules 
around food.

  Let’s see how much Jesus actually cared about His disciples’ eating habits.
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Mark 7:6-8, 20-23.
  Here, we can make some important observations about words. 

  Jesus’ words might sound harsh. He isn’t cruel, but He calls the religious leaders 
hypocrites and doesn’t hold back from telling them the truth.

  God doesn’t want our hypocritical words. No matter how many words we use to 
pray or worship, God isn’t impressed with the holy things we say when we’re also 
using our words to hurt others.

  Our words reflect our hearts. Jesus reminds us to look at what’s in our hearts, 
because what’s in our hearts determines what comes out of our mouths. If we’re 
filled with greed, pride, or jealousy, it’s not just our words we need to address — it’s 
our hearts.

  Both Jesus and James knew this was true: the words we say matter because they’re a reflection 
of who we really are. So we need to watch what we say and watch what’s in our hearts.

  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if we decided 
not to use our words like weapons? If we could find a new way to use our words, the change 
would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how 
to love like Jesus: radical people watch their words.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Talk about how someone’s words encouraged you.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) about 

a time when someone’s words helped, inspired, or encouraged you. Share what they said, how it 
made you feel, and how it impacted your life, perspective, or beliefs about yourself.

  Sometimes it’s easier to remember the hurtful things that have been said to us than it is to 
remember the encouraging things, but people’s encouraging words stay with us too. Even if we 
can’t remember them word for word, we remember the way their words changed us.

OBJECT LESSON | Tattoos
  Since James used lots of object lessons to talk about words, I’m going to give you a few as well.
  Words are kind of like tattoos. Once you get one, it doesn’t go away. It might fade slightly over 

time, and you could try to have it removed or cover it up with another tattoo, but the message of 
the original will be etched onto your skin for life.

  INSTRUCTIONS: While you’re teaching, show students a tattoo you or another adult in the room 
have. If no one has a tattoo, show an image of a tattoo.

  Like a tattoo, you can’t take back the words you say.
  Yes, you can apologize for hurtful things you’ve said, but the wounds left by your 

words won’t simply disappear.
  But your words of love, hope, and encouragement won’t disappear either. They leave 

a mark that lasts.
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DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  What’s the nicest thing anyone has ever said about you?
  Has anyone ever hurt you with their words? How did you react?
 � Has there ever been a time when your words made an impact on someone you 

didn’t expect? What happened?
  Read Luke 6:27-28. When people hurt us with their words, what could it look like 

to put these words of Jesus into practice?

OBJECT LESSON | Binoculars
  That’s why it’s so important to watch our words carefully, as if we’re using binoculars. When we 

speak, we need to look at our words up close.
  INSTRUCTIONS: As you teach, hold up and look through a pair of binoculars.
  Here’s what to do with what we see. 

  WONDER ABOUT YOUR WORDS. Whether you’re speaking in person or online, pay 
attention the words you say. Are they hurtful? Helpful? True? Kind?

  SPEND EXTRA TIME THINKING BEFORE YOU SPEAK. Before you send that text, 
post that comment, or make that joke, pause for a little bit longer than you usually 
would. It’s so easy to be careless with our words, but this pause can help us think 
about the impact our words make.

  FORGIVE WHEN WORDS HURT. We can’t forget, un-hear, or un-say hurtful words, 
but we can forgive ourselves and others when words hurt. Forgive each other. Forgive 
yourself. We’re all still growing and learning.

  CHOOSE WORDS THAT HELP. Watching our words doesn’t mean staying silent or 
only saying “nice” things. Like Jesus, sometimes we need to say words that are true 
even if they’re uncomfortable. So how do we know what to say? Try saying words 
that help, uplift, speak truth, or challenge others to be more like Jesus.

RESPONSE | Watching (and Writing) Your Words
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 3 folder. 

Place one under each seat.
  This week, I want to encourage you to watch your words by writing down your words. You can 

use the paper we’ve given you or you can take notes on your phone, but here’s what I want you 
to do each day: 

  Write down at least one thing you said (either hurtful or helpful).
  If it was hurtful, ask God to help you understand why you said what you did. Ask for 

strength and healing to be different. Then make it right with the person you hurt.
  If it was helpful, ask God to help you use more of your words to love others like Jesus 

would.
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  It’s not easy to be so careful about our words, but that’s the point! Radical, important, world-
changing things are never easy.

  This week, will you decide to do something simple, but difficult? Will you do something radical? 
Will you strive to love God and others with the words you say? I hope so! Because radical people 
watch their words.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � When are you most prone to being reckless with your words? What kind of harm 
have your reckless words caused?

 � What kind of good do you think you could do this week by speaking helpful words?
  This week, what’s one thing you are going to do to watch your words?

OBJECT LESSON | Tattoos and Warheads
  INSTRUCTION: If you’d like, pass out one or two items to students on their way out. First, a 

temporary tattoo — use the images provided in your Week 3 folder to order custom temporary 
tattoos with the Big Idea. Second, a super sour Warhead — while the candy is sour, have students 
think about hurtful things they’ve said recently. When it turns sweet, have them think about 
encouraging things they could say instead.
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people fight 

for peace.

THE BIBLE
James 3:16-18, 4:1-3; Matthew 5:9; 

Hebrews 12:14a

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Buzzer Pager Codebreaker
  Welcome back to Rad, where we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was 

pretty “rad,” except the cell phones. Until cell phones became popular in the late 90s, most 
people used pagers.

  Pagers were kind of like texting, except you could only send a handful of characters at a time, which 
meant you had to get pretty creative. Plus, a lot of pagers could only send numbers — no letters!

  INSTRUCTIONS: For this game, you’ll need a white board or screen and two buzzers. Split your 
students into two teams or bring two contestants to the front. On the white board or screen, 
list the numeric codes below, or invent your own. To play, say a phrase from the list below and 
ask which pager code students think would communicate that phrase. For each question, have 
players hit their buzzers when they think they know the answer and then explain why they chose 
that code. Award points for correct answers and creative ones too. End with the phrase, “We 
need to talk (121).”

  143 = I LOVE YOU: Because of the number of letters in each word.
  1543 = I STILL LOVE YOU: Because of the number-of-letters thing again.
  14 = HI: It spells “hi” when you hold it upside down.
  07734 = HELLO: It spells “hello” when you hold it upside down.
  607 = I MISS YOU: No idea why, but maybe because the zero is separating the 6 and 7?
  477 = BEST FRIENDS FOREVER: It’s the number-of-letters thing again.
  007 = I HAVE A SECRET: Because James Bond had secrets?
  823 = THINKING OF YOU: It’s the number-of-letters thing again.
  121 = WE NEED TO TALK: Because you need a “one-to-one conversation.”

WEEK 4
SERMON GUIDE

https://geni.us/CcbT
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VIDEO | “Saved By The Bell”
  Is there any phrase more terrifying than “we need to talk?” It’s the universal signal things are 

about to get tense. Whether you’re hearing it from a parent, friend, teacher, boyfriend, or girlfriend, 
it means there’s a conflict that needs to be resolved.

  If you were growing up in the 90s, there’s one source you could always trust to help you resolve 
a conflict: television. Saved By The Bell, for example. In this show about a group of high school 
friends, conflicts always got resolved in 30 minutes or less.

  In one episode, friends Zack and Slater were interested in the same girl at the same time. So 
what did these two friends do? They tried to sabotage each other’s chances with her, of course. 
Let’s see what happened after a few of those sabotage attempts.

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the episode “The Fight (Season 5, Episode 
1)” (15:20-16:08) streaming on Hulu or on YouTube (0:00-0:48), of Zack and Slater fighting. For more 
information on how to legally use copyrighted material for educational purposes, read this!

POLL | What About You?
  Maybe you’ve never been in a fight with your friend in the hallway over a crush (or maybe you 

have), but we all know what it’s like to fight with others.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by raising their hands.
  So what about you? 

  Have you been in a fight recently?
  Are you fighting with someone now?
  In the middle of a fight, have you ever done something you regret?
  Have you ever wished someone would just tell you how to resolve a fight 

peacefully?
  We all know what it’s like to fight, but we don’t always know how to make peace.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

QUESTION | What is peace?
  What is peace? How would you define it?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  To you, maybe “peace” means “quiet,” or “calm,” or “not fighting.” Maybe you’ve experienced 

peace . . . 
  When you were somewhere quiet by yourself.
  When everyone in your home was getting along.
  When you and your friend finally made up after a big fight.

  Peace is a great thing! But we often don’t appreciate it until it’s missing.

https://growcurriculum.org/SavedByTheBellSeason5Episode1
https://growcurriculum.org/SavedByTheBellSeason5Episode1
https://growcurriculum.org/SavedByTheBell
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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STORY | Talk about a time things weren’t peaceful.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student tell a story) about 

a time when a relationship wasn’t peaceful. Don’t spend all your time rehashing the fight, though. 
Instead, share how it felt to not be at peace or know how to resolve the fight. Share whether or not 
you even wanted to resolve things. You’ll come back to this story later, so end it with a cliffhanger.

THAT’S RAD
  Today, we’re going to talk about having fights and making peace because, as we’ll see, God has 

something to say about this — and it’s pretty radical.
  But like we mentioned last week, there were a lot of people who thought Jesus was too “radical.” 

  In the 90s, “rad” meant “cool.” But it’s real meaning has to do with being different, 
revolutionary, and counter-cultural.

  What Jesus said about loving God and others was radical, and what He teaches us 
about peace is pretty radical too.

SCRIPTURE | James 3:16, 4:1-3
  Throughout this series, we’re looking to the Bible for practical advice on how to change the 

world with God’s radical love, and that search has led us to the book of James. 
  Remember, this “book” is a letter written by a guy named James, Jesus’ brother.
  Because he knew Jesus so well, the letter James wrote is packed with summaries 

of Jesus’ teachings, retold in James’ own words.
  James is known for his straightforward instructions on how to follow Jesus. These teachings 

might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change. Let’s see what James 
says about peace — and about fighting.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 3:16, 4:1-3.
  Ouch! James get straight to the point here. Why do we fight with each other? Because we’re 

selfish. And he’s right, right? We fight because . . . 
  Sometimes we’re greedy. We want what we want, and when we don’t get it we try to 

take it from others or punish them for not giving us what we want.
  Sometimes we’re self-centered. Maybe we didn’t mean to be selfish, but we didn’t 

really think about how what we said or did might impact someone else. We were 
busy thinking about ourselves.

  Sometimes we’re just defensive. When we’re hurt, stressed, insecure, or feeling like 
things are out of control, we often resort to selfishness to try to protect ourselves. 
Like a wounded animal, we lash out at others when we feel threatened. We may not 
intend to be hurtful, but when we’re hurting, we often hurt others.

  For all humans, selfishness is a reflex. But it doesn’t usually accomplish what we think it’s going 
to. Selfishness doesn’t keep us safe, or get us what we really need, or make our lives better. 
Instead, selfishness leads to fighting and damaged relationships — with others and with God.
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SCRIPTURE | James 3:16-18
  But what’s the alternative to selfishness and conflict? Let’s see what James says.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 3:16-18.
  James calls us to be “peacemakers.” That’s an interesting word, if you think about it. 

  It tells us peace isn’t something that happens accidentally. It needs to be made.
  It implies it’s normal to see fighting and conflict, because you can’t be a peacemaker 

when things are already peaceful.
  But it doesn’t imply all conflict is bad or should be avoided. James didn’t tell us to be 

“peacekeepers” who silence or avoid anything disruptive or uncomfortable. Making 
peace isn’t the same as keeping the peace.

  James also helps us see how we might become peacemakers — with wisdom that comes from 
heaven. Huh? Does that mean God is going to drop little peacemaking instruction manuals 
from the sky? Uh, no. It means God can teach us how to be peacemakers. How? 

  Through the Holy Spirit who guides and empowers us.
  Through the words and example of Jesus, who is God in the flesh.

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 5:9
  When Jesus was on earth, He said a lot of radical things, but one of the most radical was what we 

call The Sermon on the Mount — literally a sermon He preached while standing on a Mountain. 
  In this sermon, Jesus took the world’s understanding of who God was pleased with 

and completely flipped it upside down.
  Jesus often said things like, “You’ve heard ___, but I say ___.” This flipping of 

conventional wisdom gave people a new and better way to understand loving God 
and loving others.

  Think back to Zack and A.C. Slater, or that last fight you had at home, or the fight you’re in right 
now with a friend. You might think winning that fight is the mark of success. You might think 
compromise is admitting defeat. But listen to what Jesus says.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 5:9.
  Jesus is telling us to be people who fight for peace, instead of fighting for our own self interest. 

And when we do, He says we’ll be blessed and called God’s children. 
  This is the opposite of our human nature. We usually want what’s best for us. We 

don’t want to compromise!
  It’s the opposite of the world’s understanding too. We often celebrate strength, 

dominance, and winning at all costs.
  But Jesus, God Himself, shows us a different way. He didn’t just talk about it. He lived 

it. When Jesus came to earth, His goal was to make peace between us and God. He 
didn’t do it by fighting with us. He did it by laying down His life on our behalf.

  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if we decided 
to fight for peace with each other instead of fighting against each other? If we loved others 
more like Jesus loves us, the change would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how: 
radical people fight for peace.
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NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Finish your story about when things weren’t peaceful.
  It’s not always easy to find your way out of a fight. But peace is possible — even when it doesn’t 

seem likely.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Finish the story you began earlier by sharing how the situation resolved. If you 

made peace with each other, share what you did and how it went. If you weren’t able to make 
peace with each other, share what you wish you had done differently in order to make peace.

HOW TO BE A PEACEMAKER
  In a conflict, you can never totally control the outcome, but you can always contribute to making 

peace in some small way. Here are three ideas to help you get started. 
  STOP THE DRAMA (DON’T START IT). We all start drama more than we care to 

admit. Our words, looks, actions, or inaction are all capable of hurting others and 
creating conflict. What small thing can you do this week to be drama-stopper instead 
of a drama-starter?

  BUILD A BRIDGE (DON’T BURN IT). When we’re hurt or angry, we often want to 
hit back, take revenge, or end a relationship. When a relationship is unhealthy or 
abusive, walking away is probably the best thing you can do. But most of the time, 
the more radical (and Jesus-like) response is to reach out instead of push people 
away. Do you have any damaged relationships that could be repaired by rebuilding a 
bridge you once burned?

  FIGHT FOR OTHERS (NOT JUST YOURSELF). Being a peacemaker isn’t always 
about righting wrongs in your relationships. Sometimes it’s about righting wrongs in 
the world. We can be peacemakers by fighting for others who need help, or support, 
or a friend, or an advocate. Who’s someone (or something bigger than yourself) you 
could fight for?

  MAKE PEACE WITH GOD (NOT JUST OTHERS). For the last few weeks, we’ve spent 
a lot of time talking about how Jesus teaches us to love others, but don’t forget 
about Jesus’ most important goal — to make a way for us to have peace with God. 

  Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, you and I have the opportunity 
to be close to God, even after our sin separated us. If you don’t yet have 
peace with God, you can find that peace through Jesus.

  If you do have peace with God, then making peace with others is one of the 
ways you can join Jesus on His mission of bringing heaven to earth.

  It’s easy to fight for ourselves. It’s much more radical to do the difficult thing and fight for 
peace. But this week, I hope you do.

 
  5



RAD | WEEK 4 SERMON GUIDE   

Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2021 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

 
  6

RESPONSE | Peace Be With You
  For centuries, followers of Jesus all over the world have practiced a simple but very meaningful 

gesture I want to teach you. It’s sometimes called “Passing the Peace.” 
  We reach out our hands to each other, just like Jesus reaches out to us.
  We shake hands or hug to show each other that, despite our differences, we’re still 

united.
  We say, “Peace be with you,” just like Jesus said to His followers, as a promise to 

each other that we’ll fight for peace with each other, instead of fighting against each 
other.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have your students turn to each other and take turns saying, “God’s peace be 
with you,” and, “Also with you.”

  As we wrap up this series, I want to leave you with one last challenge. When you leave here 
today, will you decide to do something radical? Will you decide to love God and others better this 
week by . . . 

  Listening more?
  Not playing favorites?
  Watching your words?
  Fighting for peace?

  Two thousand years ago, the world was changed forever when Jesus showed us how to love 
like this. Now God’s inviting us to continue changing the world by loving others with the radical 
love of Jesus. So, will you?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people fight 

for peace.

THE BIBLE
James 3:16-18, 4:1-3; Matthew 5:9; 

Hebrews 12:14a

WEEK 4
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

  What’s the weirdest reason you’ve ever gotten into a fight?
  What are some of the most common reasons you think people fight with each other?
  Do you think all fights are bad, or could some fights be good? Why do you think so?
  Has fighting for your own self-interest ever cost you something? What happened?
  Have you ever peacefully resolved a fight with someone? How did you do it?
  Read Hebrews 12:14. If someone doesn’t want to make peace with you, what do you think Jesus 

would want you to do?
  What’s the difference between making peace and keeping the peace? What’s an example of a situation 

where keeping the peace would prevent someone from making peace?
  What are some ways we can learn to be better peacemakers?
  Are you involved in a conflict right now that’s unresolved? What’s keeping you from resolving it?
  This week, what’s one way you’re going to fight for peace instead of your own self interest?
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THIS WEEK

When Jesus was on earth, he had a lot to say about love, but not everyone loved him. Instead, Jesus’ 
opponents hated him, attacked him, and saw him as extreme — dangerous — revolutionary — a radical. And 
they had a point! The things Jesus taught about loving God and loving others challenged the status quo and 
changed the world forever. That’s pretty radical. In this 4-week series from the book of James, we’ll look at 
four ways Jesus invites us to love according to his revolutionary example. These ideas might seem simple, 
but when we choose to listen more than we speak, refuse to play favorites, watch our words, and fight 
for peace, we’ll see just how radical Jesus’ teachings really are.

THE BIG IDEA
Radical people fight 

for peace.

THE BIBLE
James 3:16-18, 4:1-3; Matthew 5:9; 

Hebrews 12:14a

WEEK 4
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

       for middle schoolers

  What’s the weirdest reason you’ve ever gotten into a fight?
  Do you think all fights are bad, or could some fights be good? Why do you think so?
  Have you ever peacefully resolved a fight with someone? How did you do it?
  Read Hebrews 12:14. If someone doesn’t want to make peace with you, what do you think Jesus 

would want you to do?
  Are you involved in a conflict right now that’s unresolved? What’s keeping you from resolving it?
  This week, what’s one way you’re going to fight for peace instead of your own self interest?
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THE BIG IDEA
Radical people fight 

for peace.

THE BIBLE
James 3:16-18, 4:1-3; Matthew 5:9; 

Hebrews 12:14a

WEEK 4
HYBRID TEACHING GUIDE

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Buzzer Pager Codebreaker
  Welcome back to Rad, where we’re flashing back to the 90s — an era when everything was 

pretty “rad,” except the cell phones. Until cell phones became popular in the late 90s, most 
people used pagers.

  Pagers were kind of like texting, except you could only send a handful of characters at a time, which 
meant you had to get pretty creative. Plus, a lot of pagers could only send numbers — no letters!

  INSTRUCTIONS: For this game, you’ll need a white board or screen and two buzzers. Split your 
students into two teams or bring two contestants to the front. On the white board or screen, 
list the numeric codes below, or invent your own. To play, say a phrase from the list below and 
ask which pager code students think would communicate that phrase. For each question, have 
players hit their buzzers when they think they know the answer and then explain why they chose 
that code. Award points for correct answers and creative ones too. End with the phrase, “We 
need to talk (121).”

  143 = I LOVE YOU: Because of the number of letters in each word.
  1543 = I STILL LOVE YOU: Because of the number-of-letters thing again.
  14 = HI: It spells “hi” when you hold it upside down.
  07734 = HELLO: It spells “hello” when you hold it upside down.
  607 = I MISS YOU: No idea why, but maybe because the zero is separating the 6 and 7?
  477 = BEST FRIENDS FOREVER: It’s the number-of-letters thing again.
  007 = I HAVE A SECRET: Because James Bond had secrets?
  823 = THINKING OF YOU: It’s the number-of-letters thing again.
  121 = WE NEED TO TALK: Because you need a “one-to-one conversation.”

https://geni.us/CcbT
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VIDEO | “Saved By The Bell”
  Is there any phrase more terrifying than “we need to talk?” It’s the universal signal things are 

about to get tense. Whether you’re hearing it from a parent, friend, teacher, boyfriend, or girlfriend, 
it means there’s a conflict that needs to be resolved.

  If you were growing up in the 90s, there’s one source you could always trust to help you resolve 
a conflict: television. Saved By The Bell, for example. In this show about a group of high school 
friends, conflicts always got resolved in 30 minutes or less.

  In one episode, friends Zack and Slater were interested in the same girl at the same time. So 
what did these two friends do? They tried to sabotage each other’s chances with her, of course. 
Let’s see what happened after a few of those sabotage attempts.

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from the episode “The Fight (Season 5, Episode 
1)” (15:20-16:08) streaming on Hulu or on YouTube (0:00-0:48), of Zack and Slater fighting. For more 
information on how to legally use copyrighted material for educational purposes, read this!

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  What’s the weirdest reason you’ve ever gotten into a fight?
 � What are some of the most common reasons you think people fight with each other?
  Do you think all fights are bad, or could some fights be good? Why do you think so?

POLL | What About You?
  Maybe you’ve never been in a fight with your friend in the hallway over a crush (or maybe you 

have), but we all know what it’s like to fight with others.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students reply to the following questions by raising their hands.
  So what about you? 

  Have you been in a fight recently?
  Are you fighting with someone now?
  In the middle of a fight, have you ever done something you regret?
  Have you ever wished someone would just tell you how to resolve a fight 

peacefully?
  We all know what it’s like to fight, but we don’t always know how to make peace.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

QUESTION | What is peace?
  What is peace? How would you define it?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  To you, maybe “peace” means “quiet,” or “calm,” or “not fighting.” Maybe you’ve experienced 

peace . . . 

 
  2
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  When you were somewhere quiet by yourself.
  When everyone in your home was getting along.
  When you and your friend finally made up after a big fight.

  Peace is a great thing! But we often don’t appreciate it until it’s missing.

STORY | Talk about a time things weren’t peaceful.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student tell a story) about 

a time when a relationship wasn’t peaceful. Don’t spend all your time rehashing the fight, though. 
Instead, share how it felt to not be at peace or know how to resolve the fight. Share whether or not 
you even wanted to resolve things. You’ll come back to this story later, so end it with a cliffhanger.

THAT’S RAD
  Today, we’re going to talk about having fights and making peace because, as we’ll see, God has 

something to say about this — and it’s pretty radical.
  But like we mentioned last week, there were a lot of people who thought Jesus was too “radical.” 

  In the 90s, “rad” meant “cool.” But it’s real meaning has to do with being different, 
revolutionary, and counter-cultural.

  What Jesus said about loving God and others was radical, and what He teaches us 
about peace is pretty radical too.

SCRIPTURE | James 3:16, 4:1-3
  Throughout this series, we’re looking to the Bible for practical advice on how to change the 

world with God’s radical love, and that search has led us to the book of James. 
  Remember, this “book” is a letter written by a guy named James, Jesus’ brother.
  Because he knew Jesus so well, the letter James wrote is packed with summaries 

of Jesus’ teachings, retold in James’ own words.
  James is known for his straightforward instructions on how to follow Jesus. These teachings 

might seem simple, but they have the power to create radical change. Let’s see what James 
says about peace — and about fighting.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 3:16, 4:1-3.
  Ouch! James get straight to the point here. Why do we fight with each other? Because we’re 

selfish. And he’s right, right? We fight because . . . 
  Sometimes we’re greedy. We want what we want, and when we don’t get it we try to 

take it from others or punish them for not giving us what we want.
  Sometimes we’re self-centered. Maybe we didn’t mean to be selfish, but we didn’t 

really think about how what we said or did might impact someone else. We were 
busy thinking about ourselves.

  Sometimes we’re just defensive. When we’re hurt, stressed, insecure, or feeling like 
things are out of control, we often resort to selfishness to try to protect ourselves. 
Like a wounded animal, we lash out at others when we feel threatened. We may not 
intend to be hurtful, but when we’re hurting, we often hurt others.
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  For all humans, selfishness is a reflex. But it doesn’t usually accomplish what we think it’s going 
to. Selfishness doesn’t keep us safe, or get us what we really need, or make our lives better. 
Instead, selfishness leads to fighting and damaged relationships — with others and with God.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � Has fighting for your own self-interest ever cost you something? What happened?

SCRIPTURE | James 3:16-18
  But what’s the alternative to selfishness and conflict? Let’s see what James says.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read James 3:16-18.
  James calls us to be “peacemakers.” That’s an interesting word, if you think about it. 

  It tells us peace isn’t something that happens accidentally. It needs to be made.
  It implies it’s normal to see fighting and conflict, because you can’t be a peacemaker 

when things are already peaceful.
  But it doesn’t imply all conflict is bad or should be avoided. James didn’t tell us to be 

“peacekeepers” who silence or avoid anything disruptive or uncomfortable. Making 
peace isn’t the same as keeping the peace.

  James also helps us see how we might become peacemakers — with wisdom that comes from 
heaven. Huh? Does that mean God is going to drop little peacemaking instruction manuals 
from the sky? Uh, no. It means God can teach us how to be peacemakers. How? 

  Through the Holy Spirit who guides and empowers us.
  Through the words and example of Jesus, who is God in the flesh.

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 5:9
  When Jesus was on earth, He said a lot of radical things, but one of the most radical was what we 

call The Sermon on the Mount — literally a sermon He preached while standing on a Mountain. 
  In this sermon, Jesus took the world’s understanding of who God was pleased with 

and completely flipped it upside down.
  Jesus often said things like, “You’ve heard ___, but I say ___.” This flipping of 

conventional wisdom gave people a new and better way to understand loving God 
and loving others.

  Think back to Zack and A.C. Slater, or that last fight you had at home, or the fight you’re in right 
now with a friend. You might think winning that fight is the mark of success. You might think 
compromise is admitting defeat. But listen to what Jesus says.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 5:9.
  Jesus is telling us to be people who fight for peace, instead of fighting for our own self interest. 

And when we do, He says we’ll be blessed and called God’s children. 
  This is the opposite of our human nature. We usually want what’s best for us. We 

don’t want to compromise!
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  It’s the opposite of the world’s understanding too. We often celebrate strength, 
dominance, and winning at all costs.

  But Jesus, God Himself, shows us a different way. He didn’t just talk about it. He lived 
it. When Jesus came to earth, His goal was to make peace between us and God. He 
didn’t do it by fighting with us. He did it by laying down His life on our behalf.

  Can you imagine how your family, friends, school, or the world, could be different if we decided 
to fight for peace with each other instead of fighting against each other? If we loved others 
more like Jesus loves us, the change would be radical.

  So do you want to see that radical change? Are you not sure what you think about Jesus yes, 
but you know you want to see more good and less hate in the world? Then James tells us how: 
radical people fight for peace.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Finish your story about when things weren’t peaceful.
  It’s not always easy to find your way out of a fight. But peace is possible — even when it doesn’t 

seem likely.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Finish the story you began earlier by sharing how the situation resolved. If you 

made peace with each other, share what you did and how it went. If you weren’t able to make 
peace with each other, share what you wish you had done differently in order to make peace.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  Have you ever peacefully resolved a fight with someone? How did you do it?
  Read Hebrews 12:14a. If someone doesn’t want to make peace with you, what do 

you think Jesus would want you to do?

HOW TO BE A PEACEMAKER
  In a conflict, you can never totally control the outcome, but you can always contribute to making 

peace in some small way. Here are three ideas to help you get started. 
  STOP THE DRAMA (DON’T START IT). We all start drama more than we care to 

admit. Our words, looks, actions, or inaction are all capable of hurting others and 
creating conflict. What small thing can you do this week to be drama-stopper instead 
of a drama-starter?

  BUILD A BRIDGE (DON’T BURN IT). When we’re hurt or angry, we often want to 
hit back, take revenge, or end a relationship. When a relationship is unhealthy or 
abusive, walking away is probably the best thing you can do. But most of the time, 
the more radical (and Jesus-like) response is to reach out instead of push people 
away. Do you have any damaged relationships that could be repaired by rebuilding a 
bridge you once burned?
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  FIGHT FOR OTHERS (NOT JUST YOURSELF). Being a peacemaker isn’t always 
about righting wrongs in your relationships. Sometimes it’s about righting wrongs in 
the world. We can be peacemakers by fighting for others who need help, or support, 
or a friend, or an advocate. Who’s someone (or something bigger than yourself) you 
could fight for?

  MAKE PEACE WITH GOD (NOT JUST OTHERS). For the last few weeks, we’ve spent 
a lot of time talking about how Jesus teaches us to love others, but don’t forget 
about Jesus’ most important goal — to make a way for us to have peace with God. 

  Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, you and I have the opportunity 
to be close to God, even after our sin separated us. If you don’t yet have 
peace with God, you can find that peace through Jesus.

  If you do have peace with God, then making peace with others is one of the 
ways you can join Jesus on His mission of bringing heaven to earth.

  It’s easy to fight for ourselves. It’s much more radical to do the difficult thing and fight for 
peace. But this week, I hope you do.

RESPONSE | Peace Be With You
  For centuries, followers of Jesus all over the world have practiced a simple but very meaningful 

gesture I want to teach you. It’s sometimes called “Passing the Peace.” 
  We reach out our hands to each other, just like Jesus reaches out to us.
  We shake hands or hug to show each other that, despite our differences, we’re still 

united.
  We say, “Peace be with you,” just like Jesus said to His followers, as a promise to 

each other that we’ll fight for peace with each other, instead of fighting against each 
other.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have your students turn to each other and take turns saying, “God’s peace be 
with you,” and, “Also with you.”

  As we wrap up this series, I want to leave you with one last challenge. When you leave here 
today, will you decide to do something radical? Will you decide to love God and others better this 
week by . . . 

  Listening more?
  Not playing favorites?
  Watching your words?
  Fighting for peace?

  Two thousand years ago, the world was changed forever when Jesus showed us how to love 
like this. Now God’s inviting us to continue changing the world by loving others with the radical 
love of Jesus. So, will you?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.
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 � What’s the difference between making peace and keeping the peace? What’s an 
example of a situation where keeping the peace would prevent someone from 
making peace?

 � What are some ways we can learn to be better peacemakers?
  Are you involved in a conflict right now that’s unresolved? What’s keeping you 

from resolving it?
  This week, what’s one way you’re going to fight for peace instead of your own 

self interest?
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WEEK 1
So when's the last time you got a little mad and said something, um, regrettable? I know you've done 
it — so have I. Most of the time, you and I are pretty quick to get mad and say what's on our mind, but 
we're not usually very quick to listen to what other people have to say. Instead of listening to others, we're 
consumed with our own lives, thoughts, wants, worries, and insecurities. Instead of being careful with our 
words, we say things that cause hurt and pain. And instead of managing our emotions, we let our feelings 
of defensiveness, frustration, and anger control how we treat people. But in the Bible, a guy named James 
gives us some advice on how to love others more like Jesus would. It might seem simple, but if you actually 
do it, it will make a radical difference in your relationship with others and your relationship with God. Here it 
is: radical people listen more than they speak.  

WEEK 2
We all have favorites, don't we? Favorite songs, favorite movies, favorite pizza toppings, and favorite people 
too. If you scored a free vacation to Disney World right now for you and your five favorite people, you'd 
probably start narrowing down your invite list pretty quickly. We all have favorite people, and that makes 
sense! We can't be best friends with everyone. But sometimes we can take this a little too far. Instead of 
simply having favorites, we start playing favorites by excluding, hurting, or treating people unfairly. But the 
Bible teaches us some really important things: 1) God doesn't have favorites — we're all loved equally. 2) God 
hates it when we show favoritism in ways that harm others. 3) If you want to be more like Jesus, follow His 
lead and love people like He does. That kind of love will radically change your relationship with others and 
with God too. If you want to love people like that, remember, radical people don't play favorites.

ONE-MINUTE SERMONS

After you teach each week, we recommend filming a video of yourself re-teaching your message in one 
minute or less. Then post it on social media! We've written the beginnings of a script for you each week, 
and we've also filmed complete One-Minute Sermon Videos for you too, in partnership with Rescue a 
Generation. Make your own or post ours — whatever you want!

ONE-MINUTE
SERMON SCRIPTS

http://www.growcurriculum.org/Rad_1minVideos
https://www.rescueageneration.org/
https://www.rescueageneration.org/
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WEEK 3
We've all been in situations where we've exchanged insults with someone, right? Maybe it even happened 
earlier today! Whether in fun or in anger, we all know how to use words like weapons. We use them to 
gossip, start rumors, criticize, mock, tease, or insult people — and it's probably easy to remember some of 
the hurtful things people have said to you over the years. Whether it was a family member, friend, bully, or 
someone on the internet, hurtful words stay with us. So what do we do when we really want to use our words 
like weapons? One of Jesus' followers (and his brother), James, once used the analogy that our words are 
like tiny sparks that can cause devastating forest fires — they're small but capable of huge damage. But if 
you're committed to trying to love people like Jesus does, James' simple advice has the power to make a 
radical difference: radical people watch their words.

WEEK 4
Is there any phrase more terrifying than "we need to talk?" It's the universal signal things are about to get 
tense. Whether you're hearing it from a parent, friend, teacher, boyfriend, or girlfriend, it means there's a fight 
or conflict that needs to be resolved. But here's the thing — we all know how to fight (no one has to teach us 
that), but we don't always know how to fight well. In the Bible, a guy named James gives us some advice on 
how to love others more like Jesus would, specifically in the midst of fights and conflict. He tells us to stop 
being so selfish, to ask God for wisdom, and most importantly, to be peacemakers — to fight for each other, 
instead of against each other. Kind of like how Jesus fought for us. So here's one way to make a radical 
difference in the world by loving each other like Jesus loves us: radical people fight for peace.
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MARKETING
CHECKLIST

BEFORE THE SERIES

Print your Series Promo Poster and Series Promo Cards and display them where families and 
volunteers can see them.

Customize your Volunteer Hub and Parent Hub web pages for this series.

Customize and send the Parent Email for this series.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 1 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

Review the suggested Social Media Posts and Captions for this series. 

Post the Bumper Video on social media with this caption:

New series alert! We're throwing it back to the 90s for a few weeks as we talk about loving others with the "radical" love of Jesus.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 1

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 1 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, Week 1 of Rad was all about listening more than you speak. Here's a recap.

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 1 on social media and/or send with this caption:

Remember, if you want to love others like Jesus loves, try listening more than you speak. That would be pretty rad. 

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 2 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO
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AFTER WEEK 2

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 2 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, Week 2 of Rad was all about not playing favorites. Here's a recap.

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 2 on social media with this caption:

Remember, if you want to love others like Jesus loves, don't play favorites. That's not rad. 

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 3 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 3

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 3 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, Week 3 of Rad was all about watching your words. Here's a recap.

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 3 on social media with this caption:

Remember, if you want to love others like Jesus loves, watch your words, because they have power.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 4 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 4

Post the 1-Minute Sermon Video for Week 4 on social media with this caption:

In case you missed it, Week 4 of Rad was all about fighting for peace. Here's a recap.

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 4 on social media with this caption:

Remember, if you want to love others like Jesus loves, be a peacemaker. Because fighting for peace is rad.

Get ready for the next series!

 TO DO
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BUMPER VIDEO
New series alert! We're throwing it back to 
the 90s for a few weeks as we talk about 
loving others with the "radical" love of Jesus.

1-MINUTE SERMON (WEEK 1)
In case you missed it, Week 1 of Rad was all 
about listening more than you speak. Here's 

a recap.

BIG IDEA (WEEK 1)
Remember, if you want to love others like 
Jesus loves, try listening more than you 

speak. That would be pretty rad. 

1-MINUTE SERMON (WEEK 2)
In case you missed it, Week 2 of Rad was all 
about not playing favorites. Here's a recap.

BIG IDEA (WEEK 2)
Remember, if you want to love others  
like Jesus loves, don't play favorites. That's 

not rad. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
POSTS & CAPTIONS

Need some help deciding what to post on social media before and during this series? Here's our suggestion: 
each week, share the media we've provided in your Graphics and Videos folder using the captions below.

BEFORE THE SERIES AFTER WEEK 1 AFTER WEEK 2
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1-MINUTE SERMON (WEEK 3)
In case you missed it, Week 3 of Rad was all 
about watching your words. Here's a recap.

BIG IDEA (WEEK 3)
Remember, if you want to love others like 
Jesus loves, watch your words, because 

they have power.

1-MINUTE SERMON (WEEK 4)
In case you missed it, Week 4 of Rad was all 

about fighting for peace. Here's a recap.

BIG IDEA (WEEK 4)
Remember, if you want to love others like 
Jesus loves, be a peacemaker. Because 

fighting for peace is rad.

AFTER WEEK 3 AFTER WEEK 4




